THE BUILDER 


Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 


Telephones : 


Vol. claxxvti July 2, 1954 No. 5811 


PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 


slg ac PASE | INSTITUTE OF suLSNG 
Sa, ee ESTIMATORS : General 
eeting y 
KING GEORGE VI MEMORIAL HIRE RESRARCH. 
ARCHITECTURAL _ DESIGN, oa 
BUILDING AND TRAINING LMBA 
CORRESPONDENCE ; ACTIONS IN LAW_ .. 
HOUSING SUBSIDIES CUT DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION: 


Ministerial Direction 
ROFARION. 1088 tencct EMPLOYMENT OF BUILDERS’ j 


DOVER’ FLATS: ieranted 
Scheme to Proceed P 18 


SCHOOL anata Ministers s 
Statement . 18 


SOCIETIES Mt 19 
s TWICKENHAM RAILWAY 
STATION 


1953 Report 


PRODUCTION EXHIBITION g 


USA BUILDERS’ LONDON 

BRANCH : Provision of a 
ised Services ¢ 3 

TERRAZZO- MOSAIC 
20 INDUSTRY: Daywork Charges ‘ 


ASPECTS OF NEW BUILDING 
BY-LAWS: RSI Paper ve & 


THE MODULAR SOCIETY .. 22 
IN PARLIAMENT ve e. 28 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION .. 24 
TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 
CRICKET .. 24 
MOW BUILDING PLANT 
EXHIBITION .. 25 
SLUM CLEARANCE : Ministers s 
Appeal Pee 26 
RENT ADJUSTMENTS .- 26 
HOUSE-BUILDERS REGIS- 
TRATION sc ciraarae — 
Luncheon .. 26 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE RA 
EXHIBITION, 1954 .. 

HOUSE AT POTTER STREET, 
HARLOW : ~~ Tooley and 
Foster Ke ne 

RADIO-THERAPY | DEPART- 

NT, ROYA DEVON 

AND "EXETER LL OgPTLAl, 
EXETER By H. M. Drury 1 
W TREE HILL COUNTY 
INFANTS oe a 
ERTON, DUD : ” 
J. T. Lewis 








i a 


THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


QUESTIONS arising from the rebuilding of Central London 
and other cities are among the subjects commented on in the 
twelfth report of the Royal Fine Art Commission. p.17 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION has said that the main 
objective in school building in the next few years would be to 
accommodate the 700,000 extra secondary pupils expected 
by 1960. p. 18 

MEMBERS OF THE MODULAR. SOCIETY have been 
invited to submit their views on a number of definitions which 
have been formulated by the Study Group. D. Za 

A CALL to local authorities to make an immediate start with 
the replacement of slums and the remedying of unfit houses 
has been made by Mr. Macmillan. p. 26 

KENSINGTON’S housing and town planning committee have 
recommended that an inquiry should be made into the income 
of their tenants to enable the rents of their dwellings to be 
adjusted fairly. p. 26 

A SERIES of basic principles of employment for general foremen 
has been approved by the Council of the NFBTE. p. 33 

AN AMERICAN OWNED BRITISH company has recently 
been formed to offer engineering and construction services to 
industry in England. p. 33 

THE QUESTION of establishing an award for good design by 
speculative builders as an incentive to improve present-day 
standards is being considered by the Saltire Society. p. 36 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


THE RFAC REPORT 


THE Royal Fine Art Commission, whose twelfth report 

was issued last week, is an excellent example of the 
British genius for compromise. Its powers are purely 
advisory, its personnel representative of every shade of 
aesthetic opinion, from the conservative to the revolutionary. 
Yet it gets through a lot of work, reaches a unanimity of 
opinion (which is perhaps at times more apparent than real), 
and generally succeeds in getting its views accepted. This 
is no inconsiderable achievement. A body with mandatory 
powers, and heavily weighted in one direction or another, 
might succeed in producing greater uniformity in matters 
of “public amenity or artistic importance” (to quote its 
warrant), but it is quite certain that it would also produce a 
great deal more friction and ultimate public and professional 
discontent. 


The substance of the report, published elsewhere in this 
issue, will give readers an adequate idea of the extent and 
success of the Commission’s activities during the past year. 
It will be seen that the Commission notes with increasing 
concern the low architectural standards shown in much of 
the reconstruction work which is now taking place in central 
urban areas, and it is stated that although the Commission’s 
advice has always been available to the responsible authorities 
where important projects are involved, “too often it is 
either not consulted at all or consulted at such a late stage 
that serious improvements cannot be considered.” ‘That is 
something that should be put right and it is largely in the 
power of the Commission to do so, for it is appointed not only 
to advise when requested but also to call the attention of Depart- 
ments of State and public or quasi-public bodies to undesir- 
able projects. With the Press and many unofficial scouts at 
its service, the Commission should have little difficulty in 
obtaining early news of such projects, and it would be within 
its rights in taking action uninvited. 


TECHNIQUES AND TRAINING 


VER since primitive man emerged from his cave and 
built for himself a shelter of rough stone and tree 
branches the building art or science can be said to have been 
in a state of transition, but it is only within the past 50 years 
that the speed of transition has quickened up to an extent 
that leaves many practitioners more than a little bewildered 
and out of breath. In many classes of building the metal or 
reinforced concrete frame has superseded the load-bearing 
wall; solid and void, those apparently enduring sheet- 
anchors of aesthetic criticism, have given place to cladding 
or curtain walling, setting the critics the task of inventing 
a new canon of aesthetics and a new vocabulary of criticism. 


New techniques, new synthetic materials and building 
components, new and improved ways of using traditional 
materials, new and complicated pieces of mechanical equip- 
ment have been rapidly evolved in immense variety to set 
new and ever-changing problems for teachers and practi- 
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tioners of building alike. The ferment that all this has 
created in the minds of architects was well conveyed in the 
remarkable paper on ‘“‘ Materials and Techniques,” read by 
Messrs. Allen and Mills at the recent Torquay Conference, 
and followed by an equally remarkable discussion, in which 
many architects and others took part. It was made clear 
that one would be optimistic to expect at once from all these 
new techniques and products, excellent as many are, the 
standard of efficient service associated with traditional 
techniques and products brought to perfection in use by trial 
and error over a long period of years. 


The same moral is drawn by Sir Thomas Bennett in the 
thoughtful address on “ Architectural Design, Building and 
Training ” which he gave recently to the Southern Regional 
Council for Further Education at Bournemouth, a report 
of which appears elsewhere in this issue. As one with a 
considerable experience of new techniques, he had to admit 
to finding “ exasperating instances in which tradition is still 
better than our latest invention.” He stressed in particular 
the economic aspect of building, and urged that the chief 
requirements of an architect to-day over and above the ability 
to design are a fundamental grasp of all materials, an extensive 
knowledge of relative costs and a first-hand experience of 
speed of construction. 


At least two major problems calling for further inquiry 
and action appear to emerge, the first relating to the adoption 
of new techniques and materials and the second to architec- 
tural and building education. No architect can afford to 
experiment with new and untried techniques and materials 
at the expense of his client, and much disappointment and 
waste of money would be avoided if some reliable guarantee 
of the efficiency of a technique or produci—the imprimatur 
of the Building Research Station would be invaluable—could 
be obtained in advance. As to education, it is clear that 
traditional building methods can still compete successfully 
with modern techniques and that a thorough grounding in 
them, as well as in the more unconventional, is essential to 
anyone who proposes to earn a livelihood in architecture 
or building. It is clear also that with high costs ruling and 
tending to increase, particularly the labour factor, much 
closer study should be given to the study of the economics of 
building in our architectural schools. 


In the paper to which we have referred, Sir Thomas 
Bennett underlined some basic truths about building, building 
education and professional practice that are worth consider- 
ation by a wider audience than the one to which they were 
addressed. Sir Thomas Bennett has had an unrivalled experi- 
ence both of architectural education and professional practice ; 
we should like to see him taking a more prominent part in 
the affairs of the profession in these difficult times. 


URBAN LAND PROBLEMS & POLICIES 


[* is interesting that while our Parliament is considering a 

Town and Country Planning Bill, mainly dealing with 
compensation in relation to planning control, the Housing 
and Town and Country Planning Section of the Department 
of Social Affairs, UNO, should have published a Bulletin 
(No. 7), dealing with urban land problems and policies, on an 
international scale. The Bulletin contains information from 
many countries, much of which was discussed at the twenty- 
first Congress of The International Federation for Housing 
and Town Planning, held at Lisbon, in 1952. It is most ably 
edited by Mr. Charles Abrams, of New York, who both 
summarises the information and sets out his conclusions 
thereon. 


In all countries affected by the industrial revolution urban 
land problems are acute. The primary factor has been the 
mass migration to the towns which has led to their unwieldy 
expansion. ‘This expansion has given rise to many problems 
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OUTPATIENTS’ DEPARTMENT, ST. #AMES’S 

HOSPITAL, BALHAM. « This new building, designed by 

Messrs. A. H. Devereux and E. L. W. Davies, FF.RIBA, 

has been awarded the RIBA London Architecture Bronze 

Medal for 1953. The view shown is of the entrance ramp 

from the west. The building was described and illustrated in 
The Builder of January 8 last. 





with which we in this country are all too familiar, but in most 
countries it is its effect upon housing—intense overcrowding 
of land and dwellings, costly and wearisome journeys to work, 
coupled with housing shortages—that appears to be driving 
governments to action, although few definite policies have yet 
emerged. 


There appears to be general recognition that the com- 
plexities of individual ownership of land make planning 
essential, but some countries are slow to face up to the problem 
of balancing private interests with public needs, although the 
United Kingdom, “ on whose planning policies world atten- 


tion is now focused,” is given a pat on the back in this 


connection. 


The factors quoted as making difficult the balancing of 
private interests with public needs include, on the one hand, 
“a marked desire for freehold ownership, or an approximate 
equivalent, ensuring greater control, security and privacy 
to the owner or occupant,” and on the other hand the need to 
create homogeneous communities and secure efficient land 
use. In order to achieve these aims, planning control must 
be capable of being exercised without incurring compensation, 
in so far as such control does not exceed the demands of 
neighbourliness (a principle embodied in our Town and 
Country Planning Bill). Also the authority acting on behalf 
of the public must be able to acquire land for a reasonable 
price and with reasonable expedition. The conclusion drawn 
by the editor of the Bulletin is that “eminent domain (i.e. 
compulsory purchase) procedures and valuation techniques 
are cumbersome, costly and time-consuming, and have 
tended to retard efficient acquisition of land for public uses. 
There is a need for improving such procedures which vary 
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in the time required for completing proceedings-from three 
months to three years or more.” 

The necessity for regional planning is emphasised. Every- 
where “‘a major obstacle to proper land utilisation is the 
persistence of obsolete or cumbersome urban boundaries 
fixed before population and transportation burst their existing 
limits.” 

Because housing is the predominant factor in moving 
governments to face up to land use problems, the editor of the 
Bulletin gives it possibly too much emphasis, important though 
itis. ‘The obvious fact is that housing—with its concomitants 
of education, recreation, shopping, etc.—and industry 
(including agriculture), and communications, the congestion 
of which is bringing road traffic in many cities almost to a 
standstill, must be considered as a whole. Many of the 
countries covered by the Bulletin have land to spare, but in 
our small densely populated country, every square foot is 
precious. Apart from the requirements of NATO for land, 
the necessary demands of our own Forces are large. Most 
of our land must be devoted to agriculture, and on this green 
background, including National Parks, must be spaced our 
population (some of it rescued from over-congested cities) 
and the industries necessary for its maintenance, in seemly 
towns and villages linked by safe and easy means of communi- 
cation. Also the minerals required by industry must be won 
from the land, and in addition we have historic and architec- 
tural treasures which comprise a national asset that we 
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A study of the Bulletin suggests that in respect of legislation 
necessary to secure that land is put to its best use in the interest 
of the community, this country leads the way. When the 
present Town and Country Planning Bill has been finally 
ironed out, we should have a pretty efficient legislative 
machine, and we are not lacking in qualified planners. 


What is lacking here and in other countries is a national 
policy, and in our case this is inexcusable since in 1943 a 
Minister of Town and Country Planning was appointed 
“ charged with the duty of securing consistency and continu- 
ity in the framing and execution of a national policy with 
reference to the use and development of land throughout 
England and Wales.” At present, Government Departments 
such as the Ministry of Transport, the Board of Trade, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Boards controlling national- 
ised industries each pursue their own ends, and housing pre- 
dominates at the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
which inherited the charge laid on the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning. Also each local planning authority fights 
its own battle and regional planning is in abeyance. 


The Development plans of the local planning authorities 
can be co-ordinated by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and he could encourage regional planning, but 
is it not patent that we require to have a Minister of Town and 


~Country Planning endowed with sufficient strength to devise 


a national policy of land use and co-ordinate the policies, if 
any, of other Ministries and national undertakings to its 


cannot afford to waste. 


fulfilment ? 





NOTES & NEWS 


BEETLE IN THE ABBEY 


Gas damage by death watch beetle 

to the roof timbers of Westminster 
Abbey has been disclosed by removal of the 
decayed stonework of the parapet and 
upper part of the south side of the nave. 
The feet of the main rafters, hitherto 
hidden, have been exposed and many are 
found to have been attacked by the 
beetle. 

Mr. S. E. Dykes Bower, FRIBA, 
surveyor to the Abbey fabric, states that 
the discovery will delay the stripping of 
the leadwork from the roof until remedial 
work has been done to make good the 
damaged timbers. He estimates that 
this will add another year to the time 
needed to complete the repairs to the 
Abbey. Although additional expenditure 
will be entailed, it is understood that the 
cost can be met from the appeal fund, 
which by now appreciably exceeds the 
£im. that was the target figure. 


DESIGN OF HOSPITALS 


A Two-pay conference on the design 
of health buildings is to be held at the 
RIBA on October 21 and 22. The 
conference is open to members of the 
Royal Institute who apply in advance for 
tickets (price 10s. each). 

An opening address will be given by 
Mr. Iain Macleod, Minister of Health. 
Papers dealing with the general design 
problems of the hospital from an archi- 
tectural point of view will be given by 


Mr. R. Llewelyn Davies, ARIBA (Director, . 


Division of Architectural Studies, Nuffield 
Foundation) and Mr. M. E. Molander 
(Director, Central Hospital Planning 
Bureau, Sweden). 

At the last session of the conference 
Mr. Donald A. Goldfinch, FRIBA (Archi- 


tect to the Birmingham Regional Hospital 
Board) will sum up the papers given at 
previous sessions. 


PART-TIME APPOINTMENTS 


THE attention of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects has been drawn to 
an instance in which a local authority has 
advertised an appointment for an architect 
in private practice to act as architect to 
the local authority for all purposes for a 
fixed annual remuneration, irrespective of 
the amount of work to be undertaken, all 
of which the architect would be required 
to do in his own office. Such a contract 
is undesirable, since it involves the 
architect in carrying out work without any 
relation to the RIBA Scale of Professional 
Charges, and circumstances may well arise 
in which the architect might render 
himself liable to disciplinary action for 
failing to uphold the scale. 

In considering the offer of any such 
appointments, members in private practice 
should be careful to see that the scale of 
remuneration is based on a fixed annual 
consultant’s retaining fee, plus the appro- 
priate scale fees for any work he may be 
required to carry out. 


NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING 


THE ninth annual report of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Trust (published from 
12, Hope-street, Belfast) gives details of 
the Trust’s work to March 31 last, by 
which period 12,451 houses had been 
built, housing nearly 50,000 persons. 








COMING EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 
PRODUCTION EXHIBITION.—Opening of exhibition 
by Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, MP. National Hall, 
Olympia, London. 10 a.m. 
SATURDAY, JULY 10 
Royat COLLEGE OF ArT.—Exhibition of the Schools 
of Industrial a Western Galleries, Imperial 
Institute Road, SW7. (Open Mondays to Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 


Fourteen types in all of houses and flats 
are being used, and several forms of non- 
traditional construction are employed as 
well as bricks-and-mortar. Rents vary 
from 6s. 6d. for an old people’s house to 
22s. 6d. for a house of 1,000 sq. ft. of 
special design, both exclusive of rates, 
but the rent of a normal three-bedroom 
terrace house of 980 sq. ft. is on average 
15s. 6d. and of a three-bedroom flat of 
757 sq. ft., 12s. The work of the Trust 
was the subject of a special article in The 
Builder of June 11 last, when high praise 
was given to the standards maintained 
of design, layout, planting and land- 
scaping that have consistently been main- 
tained by the authority. 


CPRE ACTIVITIES 


‘THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Sheffield 
and Peak District branch of the CPRE, 
just issued from Endcliffe Vale House, 
Sheffield, records both success and failure 
in its endeavours to preserve the local 
countryside. The successes include the 
preservation of the Totley area of the 
Green Belt from housing development and 
the refusal of applications to quarry the 
beautiful Gautries Hill; the failures, the 
permission to continue the quarrying for 
43 years of Eldon Hill, all but the crest 
of which will disappear and the authorisa- 
tion of prospecting for opencast coal in 
farmland at Rivelin. The Sheffield 
Development Plan, by its threat of house- 
building in the Green Belt, is causing a 
good deal of anxiety. The report suggests 
that the Corporation would be better 
advised to look out for a site for a new 
town about 20 miles east of Sheffield. 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A New three-year course in landscape 
architecture will begin at the Leeds 
School of Architecture and Town Planning 
in September. It will lead to associateship 
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of the Institute of Landscape Architects, 
and is understood to be the only course of 
its kind in Yorkshire.. Other recognised 
courses are at London, Reading and 
Durham Universities. 


DIPLOMA PRESENTATION 


THE presentation of diplomas at the 
Northern Polytechnic Department of 
Architecture, Surveying and Building will 
take place on July 20. They will be 
distributed by Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, 
President of the RIBA, and after the 
ceremony an exhibition will be opened of 
the work of the Schools of Architecture 
and Interior Decoration. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


ACCORDING to a report in last Saturday’s 
Times, members of the Planning and 
Redevelopment Committee of Coventry 
City Council, who had opposed the 
building of the new Coventry Cathedral, 
have relaxed their opposition. Discussions 
have taken place with the Cathedral 
Reconstruction Committee, and the chair- 
man of the council committee, Alderman 
G. E. Hodgkinson, is reported to have 
said that the committee were now more 
satisfied that building of the cathedral at 
the present time would not seriously 
interfere with priorities for other needs. 


TEACHING HOSPITAL 


Mr. 'T.. A. Lopce, OBE, FRIBA, who 
was the consulting architect for Leeds 
University’s Parkinson Building as well 
as other of the University’s extensions, 
has been appointed consulting architect 
for a new teaching hospital which is to be 
built in the city on a site near Leeds 
Infirmary. The project is in the very 
early stages and will probably be on land 
between the Infirmary and the University, 
at present occupied. 


ALBERT MEDAL AWARD 


Tue gold Albert Medal of the Royal 
Society of Arts has been awarded for 1954 
to Sir Ambrose Heal ‘for services to 
industrial design .”’ 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. KENNETH M. Raw, ARIBA, Chief 
assistant architect to the Anglesey County 
Council, has been appointed assistant 
deputy education architect to the Stafford- 
shire County Council. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. W. H. Watkins, Gray, FF.RIBA, and 
PARTNERS, architects, have moved to 57, Catherine-place, 
Palace-street, London, SW1 (tele. : Victoria 7761). 


Mr. Basi A. COHEN, ARICS, chartered quantity 
pm ge announces that his new address is 60, Berners- 
street, ° 


Mr. FREDERICK [DDISON, FIAS, has opened offices at 
24, Skinnergate, Darlington. .Tel.: Darlington 66393 


FROM ‘“ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fuly 1, 1854 


Scarcity oF LaBouR IN CANADA.-— 
Mr. Buchanan, the chief emigration agent 
at Quebec, in a letter to Captain Keele of 
Glasgow, says, ‘‘ Labour and service here 
are not to be had. I could employ 5,000 
men, at a dollar a day. Scarcity of labour 
is the complaint from one end of Canada 
to the other. Mechanics are also very 
much wanted of all descriptions; wages 
from one to two dollars per day.”’ 
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Architects and Trade Unionism 


DO WE KNOW WHERE WE ARE GOING? 
By A. E. Ward, Secretary, Institute of Registered Architects 


oe present moment provides oppor- 
tunity for a pause for thought on the 
important question of trade union organisa- 
tion for the architectural profession. 
Architects have been told that as a result 
of exhaustive inquiry it is considered that 
only a trade union—not necessarily 
affiliated to the TUC— is the answer. 

What is a trade union ? 

The essential difference between a 
trade union and any other type of organ- 
isation is that a trade union is a fighting 
instrument; it is willing to negotiate, 
but always with its hand on its most 
powerful weapon—the right to strike. 
What does this involve ? 

Following the repeal of the 1927 Act, 
architects who join a trade union would be 
legally entitled to take part in a sympathetic 
strike. This means that if the Municipal 
and General Workers’ Union were to call a 
strike nearly three thousand salaried 
architects in local government would be 
free to help them. Picketing is again lawful, 
so all those architects who wish to join a 
union would be free to picket the homes 
of those blacklegs who might insist on 
working. 

A union is fully protected from action 
for damages. This means that salaried 
architects in private practice could then 
strike against their principals in the sure 
knowledge that if the practice suffers 
irreparable harm and valuable clients are 
lost, their principals cannot sue the union. 
They can only ruefully survey the em- 
ployment position in their offices owing 
to lost work. 


GOING TOO FAR? 


If it is thought this is going too far— 
that those architects who have expressed 
a desire for a trade union do not mean 
this at all—it should be emphasised that 
this is precisely the true meaning of 
their answer to the RIBA question- 
naire. If they do not intend to fight, then 
they do not need a trade union specially 
blessed with legal powers to do that very 
thing. A professional society can nego- 
tiate as well as, if not better than, a trade 
union on behalf of professional men; 
it cannot call on its members to fight with 
the strike weapon. 

It must be assumed for the purpose of 
discussion that the 6,000 or so architects 
who answered affirmatively the RIBA 
questionnaire’s inquiry, “‘ Are you in 
favour of having a trade union. . .?” 
know quite well what they want—an 
organisation able and willing to fight! 
Without that ability and will, the organisa- 
tion is a negligible factor, as other unions 
have discovered. Listen to Mr. Haworth, 
President of the Transport Staffs’ Associa- 
tion. He said in the January issue of his 
journal, ‘‘ May I interpolate my own 
regret that it seems to be only when a 
strike is threatened that appropriate 
notice is taken by the management.” 
That has been true ever since the days of 
the ‘‘ Dockers’ Tanner.” 


“* Recognition’? by employers is the 
condition precedent to negotiation—1,422 
principals in private practice have ex- 
pressed themselves in the questionnaire 
referred to as being opposed to a trade 
union. Salaried assistants may well have 
to strike against these for the essential 
recognition before they begin striking 
against them for turning down revised 
salary scales, overtime rates and other 
conditions of employment! Difficulties 
may also dog the architects’ union when 
they seek recognition from the Treasury. 
They can expect to be told that the 
Institution of Professional Civil Servants 
(IPCS) alone is recognised, and it would 
seem that over 400 architects who an- 
swered the questionnaire must be pre- 
pared to take action for recognition before 
making a unilateral effort for improved 
conditions. 

These difficulties are not insurmount- 
able ; they can be overcome by a unani- 
mous membership, willingness to suffer 
for the cause, and plenty of time. Any 
experienced trade union leader will con- 
firm this. 

The time element may be elastic, as the 
Union of Railwaymen Signalmen have 
discovered ; they still seek recognition 
after about 30 years of hard work and 
persistent propaganda—and as the URS 
is to the NUR, so is a union composed 
wholly or mainly of architects to the 
IPCS and NALGO. 

It is difficult not to think that the cart 
has been placed before the horse. The 
first question which should have been 
asked and answered is: Is a trade union, 
with all it involves, the right answer ? 
In considering this, thought might have 
been given to assessing the value of a new 
union, six or seven thousand strong, with a 
widely scattered membership making co- 
hesive action difficult, the problem of 
securing recognition by various types of 
employers and the reactions of other 
unions already catering for groups within 
the same field of recruitment. On this last 
point it is particularly important to know 
where a new union is going, for in the 
fierce world of trade union competition 
there is no place for weakness or vacilla- 


tion. 
IS IT TOO LATE? 


Only after these questions had been 
weighed and discussed should architects 
have been asked whether they wanted a 
trade union—and a different answer 
might have been given. 'To join a body 
capable of negotiating is one thing; to 
join a union whose ultimate power rests 
in the right to call a strike is another. 

Is it too late for the profession to con- 
sider the consequences of forming a new 
union, adopting an existing union or 
resorting to trade union action at all ? 
Trade unionism can only have one mean- 
ing: it cannot have one for Arthur 
Horner and his miners and another for the 
secretary of the union ‘‘ composed wholly 
or mainly of architects’ and his members. 
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KING GEORGE VI 
MEMORIAL 


prominent site in Carlton-gardens 

overlooking the Mall has been 
chosen for the memorial statue of 
King George VI. The trees that inter- 
vene between Carlton House-terrace 
and the end of the houses in Carlton- 
gardens will form a pleasant back- 
ground. The statue itself is to be a 
realistically modelled standing figure 
in bronze, approximately 9 ft. 6 in. 
high, showing the late King in the dress 
he customarily wore for Garter cere- 
monies. The figure is placed on a 9-ft. 
stone pedestal, which will raise it high 
enough to allow it to be seen from the 
low level of the Mall at all times of the 
year. The architectural setting has 
been designed by Mr. Louis de 
Soissons, OBE, RA, FRIBA, and Mr. 
William McMillan, RA, is the sculptor. 





Right : General view of model. 





Below : Bird’s-eye view, looking 
towards Mall. 
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Architectural Design, Building and Training 


SIR THOMAS BENNETT ON THE IMPACT 
OF NEW TECHNIQUES 


yy a thoughtful address which he gave to 

the Southern Regional Council for 
Further Education at Bournemouth, on 
June 12, on the subject of Architectural 
Design, Building and Training, Sm THomas 
BENNETT, KBE, FRIBA, stressed the move- 
ment away, during the past 50 years, from 
traditional craft construction and the effect 
of this on architectural design and building 
education. 


As the century wore on, he said, 
economics exercised a greater influence, 
until we are in a position to-day in which 
the design of a large, modern building 
requires a fundamental grasp of the possi- 
bilities of all the materials available, an 
extensive knowledge of their relative costs, 
and first-hand experience of the speed with 
which they can be put together. This basic 
change of technique must be accompanied 
by a basic change in the educational 
approach. 


FRAMED BUILDINGS 


Not only are we attempting to design more 
buildings at less cost, but we are attempting 
to incorporate in them many other factors 
which science has brought to the notice of 
the user; amongst many things which have 
a far-reaching effect on design are the 
increase in the standard of daylight, improve- 
ments in ventilation and air conditioning, 
better working conditions, alterations in the 
normal approach to artificial lighting, and 
the desire in many cases to work in large 
unobstructed spaces. These conditions have 
laid great emphasis upon the design of 
framed buildings, and whereas, in the begin- 
ning of the century, the approach to the 
framed building was entirely that of steel, 
this emphasis has slowly changed to re- 
inforced and prestressed concrete, part of 
the change being brought about by the 
insistence of many local authorities on the 
concrete clothing of steel as a protection 
against fire. Improvements in manufacture 
and design have led to the economic hand- 
ling of increasing spans and a reduction in 
the size of members, and the large pro- 
portion of the wall space which is now occu- 
pied by voids has forced the designer to 
have a complete grasp of his constructional 
limitations and his practical requirements, 
and to join these together so that in the best 
instances they, as simple elements, produce 
inspired architecture. Both from the point 
of view of the practitioner and the teacher 
this means a fundamental grasp of essentials 
over a wide field without any adequate tradi- 
tion behind it, and probably makes a higher 
demand on human ability than that required 
from previous generations of architects. 


THE NEW FIELD 


To design within this framework, it is 
necessary to have a wide knowledge of the 
principles of steel and reinforced concrete, 
and the limitations imposed in applying 
them to the particular building under con- 
sideration; but it is necessary, in addition, to 
have a clear knowledge of their relative costs, 
and of the best materials with which they 
can be clothed. 

In so far as design on these principles is 
without an empirical background, the risk 


of failure is quite substantial. This may be 
physical failure in the calculation of the 
constructor, or it may be detailed failure in 
that the structure is not watertight, moves 
with norma] temperature or heating changes, 
or in other ways gives rise to serious and 
extensive repair or adjustment after com- 
pletion, or involves the client in extensive 
maintenance. Whereas once the textbook 
could be relied upon as a sure and certain 
guide, many of the risks on which the archi- 
tect may to-day venture can only be avoided 
as the result of close study of parallel build- 
ings and quite unusual energy in making 
inquiries about defects which may’ have 
developed in similar structures. The appli- 
cation of the frame technique is by no means 
as straightforward as it appears, even to the 
experienced observer, because certain classes 
of buildings which still require or accept 
brick piers between windows may well be 
more economic if loads can be spread instead 
of being concentrated; and it may well be 
the cleverest design to omit a large part of 
the frame altogether. 

The growth of mass-production in industry 
has naturally turned the minds of many 
designers and constructors to the field of pre- 
fabrication. As happens in so many cases 
in a traditional art like building, much hard 
experience has to be bought before a new 
technique arrives at maturity. Prefabrica- 
tion has misled many people into expecting 
it to achieve results which have so far eluded 
the manufacturer upon the score of resist- 
ance to weather, maintenance or cost. We 
have become familiar with the development 
of unit prefabrication, as in the case of win- 
dows, in metal or wood, and doors and 
frames, concrete floor units and other ‘fac- 
tory products, and we have seen the growth 
of standard prefabrication in plumbing units 
and site fabrication of other kinds. Much 
work, on large contracts, can be executed in 
a site workshop and fixed from the scaffold. 
The large unit fabrication for houses and 
portions of buildings has, so far, proved more 
costly than the construction of the building 
craftsman in situ, and, similarly, prefabri- 
cated partitions have failed to compete 
economically with the block construction, 
plaster, skirtings and picture moulds with 
which the builder has been familiar for many 
generations. Hard experience has shown 
that successful prefabrication is elusive, and 
slow in evolution, and that there is still a 
wide and tempting field for the active brain 
of the designer and the research of the 
teacher. 

Having referred to the drawbacks of semi- 
permanent construction, Sir Thomas agreed 
that some type of panel construction for 
both walls and roof remains a hypothetical 
goal which it is possible further research may 
enable architects to attain. 


HOUSE DESIGN 


House design in England, he continued, 
in some ways must be put in a different 
category from the design of other types of 
buildings. The fact that, in England, the 
cheapest form of dwelling is a two-storey 
house does not appear to be the experience 
of many other countries. We are constantly 
reminded that Scandinavia, America and 
France conserve their land by constructing 


July 2 1954 


high buildings, and that, in many ways, this 
is the normal method of housing the popu- 
lation. It algo meets the general views of 
living of these other peoples, and it 
apparently costs less than housing them in 
two-storey dwellings. In England, therefore, 
we are faced with the housing problem in 
a particular form. Widespread research 
amongst the people of England shows that 
the average man and woman require a house 
and garden. They regard flat-living as subject 
to many disadvantages, amongst which are 
noise, common use of passages and stair- 
cases, closeness to neighbours and lack of 
playing space for children. Their ideas of 
living envisage some measure of privacy in 
both house and grounds, as opposed to the 
gregarious approach of other peoples. 


Dealing with the design of the two-storey 
dwelling, we have to take account of the 
widespread existence of good building earth 
over a large part of the British Isles, and 
the existence of good concrete aggregate over 
most of the remainder. Therefore, brick 
houses are suitable for most of the country- 
side, and concrete block houses for almost 
all the rest. After the 1914-18 war and 
within the last 10 years, widespread efforts 
have been made to find a substitute for the 
brick house which is cheaper, or as cheap, 
easier to erect, and reduces the demand on 
skilled craftsmen. Even to-day, skilled 
craftsmen are resident in almost every dis- 
trict, and the brick house has survived wide- 
spread attack upon its economics, its appear- 
ance and its utility.. In both post-war periods, 
large numbers of skilled inventors directed 
their attention to the possibility of applying 
other materials to house building. In thi 
category we have seen attempts to build in 
mass concrete, in steel, prefabricated asbestos 
panels, wood-wool blocks, resin-bonded ply- 
wood and timber. All of them have been 
the subject of expenditure of large amounts 
of ingenuity and of capital, and it would be 
true to say that all of them have failed. For 
limited periods of scarcity, for certain 
relatively inaccessible districts; there have 
been advantages. 


House design divides itself into what 
might be called the mass-production article 
and the tailor-made article. There is a big 
gap in approach to design, materials, con- 
struction and cost of the resulting article, 
between those houses which are built on 
large housing schemes by big speculative 
housing developers and those that are built 
to suit the precise tastes of the individual. 
More than ever before, the architect is being 
employed upon the production of drawings 
for the mass-produced article, and it would 
not be unfair to say that few architects have 
acquired that intense scientific analysis of 
cost which is at the root of the success of 
the good speculative builder. 


INTERNATIONAL IDEAS 


The growth of transport and travel, com- 
munication and reproduction, wireless and 
television, have al] tended to bring the 
achievements of the world in constructional 
technique to the notice of the individual 
practitioner; but it is less easy to absorb 
the social and climatic conditions which 
make one particular method successful in 
one country and‘a failure in another. The 
designer cannot escape from the social con- 
ditions under which he lives, neither can he, 
in most cases, provide as a semi-luxury in his 
own country something which is a necessity 
in another. The simple case of central 
heating illustrates the point: in countries 
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where extremely low temperatures are 
experienced for many months, year after 
year, living without artificial heat is virtually 
impossible, or so extremely uncomfortable 
that men living and working under these con- 
ditions are inefficient to a high degree, and, 
therefore, central and district heating are 
justified. The slow growth of central heat- 
ing and the almost prohibitive cost of district 
heating in this country reflect our mild and 
uncertain climate, in which really unpleasant 
cold is only experienced for short intervals 
and may not appear at all in any given year’s 
cycle. 

The existence in this country of well- 
trained and efficient craftsmen readily avail- 
able on every building site is a condition 
quite outside the experience of vast embryo 
countries like America, thinly populated and 
difficult countries like Scandinavia, or 
undeveloped countries like Africa and 
Australia. Thus many types of construction 
are justified under the social conditions of 
other countries which have no place in 
England. 


TEACHING 


When we attempt to apply these rules to 
the teaching of architecture and construction, 
it becomes clear that there is an increasingly 
wide field for teachers who are devoting their 
lives to education and for those who are 
brought in temporarily as part of a career 
otherwise devoted to practical construction. 
There is a wide field for the designer who 
has bought experience in the hard way by 
having to erect buildings which may be sub- 
ject to failure, and there is an equally wide 
field for the whole-time teacher who can 
devote a large part of his career to the 
examination of the latest examples of mater- 
ials or works in this country and abroad; 
and this need for buying experience in order 
that it may be handed on through teaching 
channels tothe greatest possibie number of 
people is an ever-widening task. Like 
research in any field, there is a risk that 
unintelligent direction produces little result, 
or that the absence of tangible results makes 
the provision of funds difficult to justify 
in the eyes of committees. The need for 
research and examination is evident. 


I have found, in recent years, competitive 
tenders in steel and concrete on the same 
building which showed a saving of £33,000 
on a contract of £84,000 in favour of rein- 
forced concrete. Widespread claims are 
made in many countries for prestressed con- 
crete, without, perhaps, as yet, a complete 
grasp of the risks which are run in execution, 
the fatigue which may apply to the metal, 
or the susceptibility to deterioration through 
weather which may be created by the small- 
ness of the members or the slight nature of 
the weather protection. 


The teacher requires the advantage of 
having inspected a number of such structures, 
and having watched their erection, to be able 
to report first hand on the conditions which 
may provide success and the dangers to be 
avoided. Apart from the field of construc- 
tion and the successful coalescence of design 
in terms of material, he has also to be 
familiar with a wide field in which new 
materials are being used, synthetic materials 
are being produced or old materials are being 
applied in a new way. 


Everyone is familiar with the growth of 
the use of aluminium, stainless steel, copper, 
glass and plastics, but outside this tangible 
field of the constructional method and the 
new or synthetic material there is the great 
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AcanifHus— 


“* The Housing Medal is not only 
an honour—my wife considers it 
most attractive !”’ 

a*e The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government medals for local authority 
housing schemes were presented to the winners 


on Wédnesday at the RIBA by Mr. 
Marples. 











effect of the use of labour upon design. As 
wages increase, labour becomes an element 
of ever-increasing importance. As _ out- 
standing individual skill in craft decreases, 
the correct use of unskilled labour must 
impinge on design, and some grasp of these 
factors is necessary if the architect is to pro- 
duce an economically successful building; 
under to-day’s social conditions nine-tenths 
of the buildings we erect are failures if they 
are not economically as well as aesthetically 
successful. 


CONCLUSION 


1 have chosen to propound the theory of 
the subject rather than to list its examples 
and endeavour to provide a solution, because 
this is, in essence, the stage of design which 
we have reached. We are all engaged in 
making essays into the new technique and 
finding exasperating instances in which tradi- 
tion is still better than our latest invention. 
From the point of view of cost of construc- 
tion and maintenance it is still cheaper to fill 
in the front of a wall with brickwork and 
stone than it is to apply a framework of 
aluminium and glass and to add to it the 
necessary insulation and provision for ex- 
pansion. 

In this short paper, I have tried to show 
that the approach to building and the 
approach to teaching are passing through a 
period in which fundamental and original 
thought must enter into the work of every 
day. There is, in this half of the century, 
no settled approach to the design of any 
building, but the buildings which result from 
the designs produced by architects will be 
counted as failures unless design and teach- 
ing have a complete grasp of economics, 
social conditions and detailed requirements, 
as well as of scientific construction and 
materials. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


THE MODULE AND THE BRICK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of June 4, a corre- 

spondent asks whether the adoption 

of a 4-in. module by the Modular Society 

implies that brickmakers should now 

produce a smaller or, at any rate, a 
different brick. 


The two countries in which a modular 
brick is already established are the United 
States and Sweden. The US modular 
brick is usually 8 in. long to centres of 
joints, which is smaller than their previous 
8-in. net plus joint (though they also 
make modular bricks 12 in. long). The 
Swedes went the other way and made 
their modular brick larger than the most 
common existing size—the modular brick 
measuring 10%in. to centres of joints, 
or three stretchers to 8 by 4 in. modular. 
Their previous most common size was, 
I understand, the 25-cm. or 10-in. brick. 

What the British modular brick should 
be is still a matter for debate. The foreign 
precedents that I have quoted pull in 
opposite directions ; the American brick, 
already smaller than our 9-in. becomes 
still smaller to conform to the module ; 
the Swedish, already larger, is made still 
larger. e precedents do, however, 
show that there is nothing sacrosanct in 
the nine inches. 


We now have the opportunity of 
applying the module to brickwork in a 
manner that will bring it.out well ahead 
again of competitive materials for build- 
ing. I would say that the strongest body 
of opinion in the Modular Society at 
present is that brickwork in its existing 
form is dimensionally fluid, so that a 
modular brick near to the present size of 
brick is something comparatively unim- 
portant, and that brickmakers should 
take advantage of the dimensional pre- 
dictability offered by modular co-ordina- 
tion to manufacture a wide range of 
much larger components. These have 
previously always failed to find a market 
because of the lack of dimensional co- 
ordination with the other building trades. 


Mark HarTLAND THOMAS 
[OBE, FRIBA], 
Secretary, The Modular Society. 
22, Buckingham-street, WC2. 


TERRACE PROPERTY 
CONVERSION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to your remarks 
in “‘ Notes and News ”’ (The Builder, 
June 25) the conversion of terrace houses 
into flats can only take place satisfactorily 
if two or more houses are connected. This 
has the advantage of better fire protection 
if the door in the party wall or walls is 
of fire-resisting material. A further ad- 
vantage is that, should there be noise 
overhead, by going through the party 
wall you are virtually in another house. 
The basements of these houses are a 
great asset. Inascheme recently planned, 
one basemént room was allotted to each 
flat, having alternative uses such as for 
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washing machines, drying, storage or a 
workshop, thereby giving that expansion 
that is missing in the ordinary small flat. 


C. Lovett Git [FRIBA]. 
41, Russell-square, WC1. 


‘“* ICHABOD HOUSE”’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. F. R. Jelley’s evocative 
account of his lone visit to ‘‘ Ichabod 
House ’’ must not only have entertained 
many of your readers but have stirred a 
desire for further information. Imagina- 
tion pictures the place as one of those 
large, late-Victorian country mansions, 
internally complex, outwardly picturesque 
and begabled, designed for some prosper- 
ous Forsyte by a Philip Bosinney, Eden 
Nesfield, Norman Shaw or Philip Webb. 
Houses in those days, if inconveniently 
planned, were at least well built. What 
was the structural condition of ‘‘ Ichabod 
House ”’ ? 

Did your contributor find any damp, 
dry rot, or deathwatch beetles? What was 
the state of the plasterwork ? Were the 
drains in accordance with the plan, and 
did your contributor apply to them any 
of the accepted tests of smoke, water, 
scent or compressed air? Did he. con- 
sider the house suitable either for “‘ insti- 
tutional purposes’’ or conversion into 
flats ? And finally, what did he do about 
those keys? The picture of a distin- 
guished, middle - aged but, fortunately, 
active architect breaking into an empty 
house by way of the pantry window to 
recover a bunch of keys ought not to go 
unrecorded. X. 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS & N}C 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The council of this Federation 

has only recently had an opportunity 

of considering the letter by Sir Richard 
Cappock in your issue of May 28. 

In their view, it is unfortunate that he 
has followed the so often indulged in 
artifice of taking a few bare statements 
away from their context when quoting 
the president’s address on the occasion of 


the Federation’s last annual general 
meeting. 
This certainly will not do. Had Sir 


Richard gone to the trouble of reading the 
full speech he would not, in my council’s 
opinion, have ventured to give utterance 
to remarks so entirely devoid of substance; 
indeed, his emphatic assertions—in the 
light of correspondence on the files of 
this Federation—are such as to leave my 
Council in astonishment. 

Surely Sir Richard must have been 
talking with his tongue in his cheek when 
declaring that the 'Transport and General 
Workers’ Union has not entered into 
separatist agreements with companies 
carrying out painting work. He should 
know full well that they have, but,. if 
perchance he does not, let him inquire of 
our mutual friend—the general secretary 
of the National Society of Painters— 
regarding a painting company in the north 
of England. Let him at the same time 
inquire why the society is so perturbed 
by the fact that the interests of their 

en painters are being jeopardised 
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thereby. At least the general secretary 
to that society has had occasion to write 
this Federation to the following effect: 
“A report is being sent to Sir 
Richard Coppock of the NFBTO in 
order that his executive can give 
further consideration to the position so 
created by a union affiliated to the 
NFBTO refusing to withdraw an agree- 
ment that has admittedly been entered 
into and which is in contravention of 
the policy of the NFBTO. 


‘* We can now only await the decision 
of the NFBTO on this report, but your 
members can rest assured that we, as 
a union, will not be satisfied until we 
have been successful in getting the 
agreement withdrawn... .”’ 


The council of this Federation would 
like it to be known that, strange as it may 
seem to Sir Richard, they are more than a 
little concerned with the well-being of 
their painter operatives. They. assume 
that Sir Richard is also, notwithstanding 
the approval he has inferentially given to 
both the action of the 'T' & GWU and the 
vote they at all times exercise at the level 
of the NJC in determining the rates of 
pay and conditions of employment not 
only of painters but of all craftsmen in 
the industry. Sir Richard has merely side- 
tracked the issue by declaring that ‘“ that 
union properly caters for building trades 
labourers.” 


On the other hand, Sir Richard has 
given the Federation an assurance that 
the National Joint Council is an authorita- 
tive body speaking on behalf of the 
organised employers and operatives. 'This, 
in my council’s view, could not be more 
fallacious if the intention be that we 
accept his definition of “ authoritative.” 
Everyone connected with the industry 
(together with most governmental depart- 
ments) knows only too well that among the 
various organised bodies there is at least 
one with over 10,000 builder and con- 
tractor members controlling all sizes of 
businesses, together with numerous bona 
fide bodies representing sub-contractors 
and specialists (who, as Sir Richard with 
his long years in the industry is well aware, 
carry out anything from 60 to 70 per cent. 
of the actual work of most building 
contracts) who are not in any way repre- 
sented, nor are their voices heard, within 
the narrow chamber of the NJC. Sir 
Richard’s assurance in this behalf cannot 
—in the light of a somewhat exacting reply 
received from the secretary of that body 
when the separatist agreement referred to 
was criticised by this Federation—be 
accepted. 'The council of the NJC were 
at least fair enough to state that “the 
National Joint Council is purely a legisla- 
tive, judicial and administrative body; 
it has no power itself to initiate sanctions 
against individuals or organisations who 
fail to observe the wages and conditions 
prescribed.”’ 

For the foregoing reasons the Federa- 
tion supports, without qualification, the 
forthright views expressed by the president 
on the occasion of our annual general 
meeting. 

A. Epwarp WabpzE, Director, 
The Federation of Painting Contractors. 
St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, SW1. 
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Housing Subsidies 
CUTS TO BE MADE NEXT APRIL 


IHE rates of subsidy for council houses 

are to be reduced from April 1 next. 
The general standard subsidy (Exchequer 
contribution) is to be reduced from £26 14s. 
to £22 1s., and the local authority rate fund 
contribution from £8 18s. to £7 7s. Special 
subsidy rates for heavily burdened areas are 
also reduced from up to £4 9s. to £3 13s. 6d. 
(Exchequer) and (rate fund contribution) 
from up to £8 18s. (less £4 9s.) to £7 7s. 
(less £3 13s, 6d.). Additional subsidy for 
houses where the developed site costs exceed 
£3,000 an acre is reduced from £2 Ss. to 
£2 2s. (Exchequer) and from 15s. to 14s. 
(rate fund contribution), such subsidy being 
for each £1,000 or part thereof in excess 
of £3,000 an acre, disregarding any excess 
over £10,000. Other special subsidies are 
also reduced. 


MINISTER'S STATEMENT 


In a report, issued on June 29 as a White 
Paper (Report under Section 16(5) of the 
Housing Act 1946) (Stationery Office, 4d.), 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment states that when the last review was 
made in June, 1953, he concluded that he 
would not be justified in altering the rates 
of subsidy fixed in 1952. He was influenced 
in particular by the fact that these rates had 
been in force only since February, 1952. 


Considering the position after the lapse of 
a further 12 months, he has had to take into 
account certain alterations in the various 
items included in the assessment. The most 
important of these alterations is the recent 
reduction in the rate of interest on loans 
from the Public Works Loan Board. This 
is the second which has been made since 
the present subsidies were fixed. The rate 
is, therefore, now one half of one per cent. 
below that which then ruled. Costs of build- 
ing and of maintenance have somewhat 
increased, but economies in design without 
any reduction of room standards have been 
made. Further economies are now possible 
in the layout of housing estates, and these 
have been the subject of recent recommenda- 
tions to local authorities. Average earnings 
have increased. 


Taking all these factors into account, the 
Minister concludes that the present rates of 
subsidy can no longer be justified. He has, 
however, decided that in order to ease the 
transition, it would be proper to pay the 
present rates for all houses and flats com- 
pleted before April 1, 1955. From that date, 
in respect of the last three months of this 
period of review, the rates will be reduced 
to the figures shown in an appendix. He has 
consulted the Associations of Local Authori- 
ties and will in due course make an Order 
(which, under the provisions of the section, 
requires an affirmative resolution of the 
Commons House of Parliament) reducing the 
rates accordingly. 


LEEDS FOUNTAIN 


Workmen have arrived at Leeds Civic Hall 
to take down the fountain built last year 
in front of the hall at a cost of nearly £3,000 
as a permanent memento of the Coronation. 
The basin is to be filled with earth and 
flowers planted there. The cascade will be 
replaced by a low retaining wall behind 
which a grass bank will join up with the 
existing grass. 
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HOUSE AT POTTER STREET, HARLOW 


Architects 
TOOLEY & FOSTER, FF.RIBA 


Assistant Architect in Charge Builders 


H,. J. FULLER J. L. GLASSCOCK’S (SUCCRS.), LTD. 


HE site of this house is on the east side of the main _ west positions, all outbuildings being on the north 
Epping to Harlow road in the village of Potter side. Some privacy to the living-room from the 
Street. The plan-shape of the house and its siting were busy main road is obtained by its position centrally 
dictated by the client’s wish to cause as little obstruc- _in the house, and facing on to the garden to the south. 
tion as possible to the view from a bungalow situated The external walls are of 11-in. cavity construction, 
on an adjoining site to the east. The design has facing brickwork externally and breeze blocks inter- 
provided that all main rooms should enjoy south and nally. The ground floor is of concrete covered with 
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wood blocks in the hall and living-room, 
and patent floor tiles in the study and 
kitchen. The first floor is tongued and 
grooved boarding with stained finish. 
With a view to providing a sense of space 
to the hall, the staircase was of open 
riser design constructed in English oak. 

The ceiling height on the ground floor 
is 8 ft., but 7 ft. 6 in. on the first floor. 
This results in a worthwhile saving in 
cost. Patent concrete eaves gutters were 
used to effect a saving in cost, but prin- 
cipally with an eye on maintenance. The 
living-room and kitchen windows to the 
south have been framed in a concrete 
surround. 

Central heating has been provided 
throughout the house served by a solid 
fuel boiler in the kitchen. 

The area of the house is 1,269 sq. ft., 
including the fuel stores, but excluding the 
garage and workshop. The final cost (in 
1952) was £2,653. 


The staircase is constructed in English oak. 


HOUSE AT POTTER STREET, HARLOW 








Garden elevation. 
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Exterior view of the Radio-Therapy Department. 


RADIO-THERAPY DEPARTMENT 
THE ROYAL DEVON AND EXETER HOSPITAL, EXETER 


HIS department was originally housed 

in the old hospital building but, owing 

to expansion of the work, extra accommo- 

dation became essential, and there was in- 

sufficient room for it to be provided in the 

old building. It was, therefore, decided 
to build a new department. 


The new building is planned on two floors ; 
the ground floor provides the outpatient 
department and clinics, two deep X-ray 
therapy rooms, and one superficial X-ray 
therapy room, accommodation for the 
medical and other staff. On the first floor 

Consulting Engineers are two six-bed wards, one four-bed ward 

HOARE LEA & PARTNERS and three isolation wards, connected by a 

bed lift to the ground floor so that patients 

Quantity Surveyors can be taken down to the treatment rooms. 

RANDALL VINING & SAUNDERS Owing to the levels of the site the ward 

floor is connected by a covered way at the 

rear of the building to the main hospital 
buildings. 

The building is brick-built with a shell 
concrete roof, insulated with vermiculite, 
over the six-bed and four-bed wards. This 
gives a curved ceiling to the wards and 
avoids the oppressive effect of a flat ceiling 
to a large ward. It also accounts for the 


Architect 
H. M. DRURY, FRIBA (DRURY & GUNDRY) 


Builders 
SOPER & AYERS 











July 2 1954 THE BUILDER 13 


CALORIFIER ENTRANCE FROM 
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curved gable ends shown in the exterior 
photograph. ‘Total cost of the scheme was 

£35,470. 
Mr. H. M. Drury, FRIBA, of the firm of 
Drury and Gundry, was the architect, and the 
RADIO-THERAPY DEPARTMENT, general contractors were Messrs. Soper and Ayers, 
THE ROYAL DEVON AND EXETER enn ing Exeter. Consulting engineers 
SES were Messrs. Hoare Lea and Partners of London, 

HOSPITAL, EXETER 


Birmingham and Bristol, and the quantity 
surveyors were Messrs. Randall Vining and 
Saunders, Northernhay-place, Exeter. 

Heating and hot water installation was carried 
out by G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., and the 
electrical installation by Colston Electrical Co., 
Ltd. Waygood-Otis, Ltd., provided the lift. 
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Interior view of a six-bed ward. 








YEW TREE HILL 
COUNTY INFANTS’ 
SCHOOL, 
NETHERTON, 
DUDLEY 
for Dudley County Borough 


Bcrough Architect 
j. T. LEWIS, ARIBA 


Chief Assistant Architect 
N. V. C. COURT, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 


HARRIS & GARD 


Builders 
PARSONS & MORRIS, LTD. 
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View of main entrance. 





Elevation of class- 

room wing with 

open-air teaching 
spaces. 
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THs is the first new post-war 
school to be completed in 
Dudley and the official opening 
took place in March, 1953. Work 
on the foundations commenced in 
June, 1949, and the first contract 
included the basement, all work up 
to damp course and the structural 
steel frame. A separate contract 
for the superstructure was started 
in March, 1951, and the building 
was completed in December, 1952. 
A sloping site with a narrow road 
frontage necessitated planning on 
three levels. The main classroom 
block and cloakrooms are at the 
lower level overlooking a recreation 
field, with one classroom and the 
lavatory block at the higher level 
to the north. 

The two-storey administration 
block is on the left side of the main 
entrance and the assembly hall 
on the right. This hall is also 
used for PT and music lessons 
and has a movable stage. The 
dining hall and kitchen block, 
again at higher level, is approached 
from the crush hall and separate 
vehicle access is provided from the 
main road. 

The construction of the school 
is a steel frame with pitched roof 
trusses over the main classroom 
block and concrete flat roofs else- 
where. The pitched roof is 
covered with asbestos sheeting 
and these classrooms have a sus- 
pended ceiling of insulation board 
with additional glass-wool insula- 
tion over. 

All flat roofs are of reinforced 
concrete on wood-wool slabs and 
covered with two-layer asphalt. 
The brick cladding is of local buff- 
coloured rustic facings with arti- 
ficial stone dressings, and purpose- 
made metal windows are used 
throughout. 


The school is equipped with a 
complete broadcast system, the 
receiving set and gramophone 
equipment are located in the 
headmistress’s room and_ the 
assembly hall and each classroom 
has a loudspeaker outlet. ; 

The interior colour schemes have 
been varied throughout the build- 
ing. All rooms and corridors to 
which the children have access have 
painted dadoes with eggshell finish 
emulsion paint to walls and ceilings 
in pastel shades. This, combined 
with the coloured floor tiles, gives 
a most pleasing effect. Following 
is a list of sub-contractors and 
suppliers : 
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Assembly hall. 


Structural steelwork, Bannister Walton and 
Co., Ltd.; facing bricks, Himley Brick Co., 
Ltd.; granolithic paving, Stuarts Granolithic 
Co., Ltd.; thermoplastic tile flooring, Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd.; pressed tile paving, Adamite 
Co., Ltd.; reconstructed stone, Johnstone 
Bros. (Contractors), Ltd. ; asphalt tanking and 
roofing, Highways Construction, Ltd. ; asbestos- 
cement roofing, Universal Asbestos Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd.; wood-wool slabs, Gyproc 
Products, Ltd. ; acoustic tiles, Celotex, Ltd. ; 
suspended ceilings, Sundeala Board Co., Ltd. ; 
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roof insulation, Fibreglass, Ltd.; wood block 
flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; w.c. partitions 
and doors, Venesta, Ltd. 


Servery counter, A. Edmonds and Co., Ltd. ; 
blackboards, Kingfisher, Ltd. ; blinds, J. Avery 
and Co.; ironmongery, Walker and Wood, 
Ltd.; stair nosings, Ferodo, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; roller 
shutters, G. Brady and Co., Ltd.; roof 
lights and lanterns, J. A. King and Co., Ltd. ; 
handrails, balustrades and fencing, Bayliss, 
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Dining hall entrance. 


Jones and Bayliss, Ltd.; lightning conductors, 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd.; cloakroom and 
drying room equipment, Cloakroom Equipment, 
Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, A. D. Foulkes, Ltd. ; 
heating, hot and cold water and ventilation, 
Rosser and Russell, Ltd.; electrical installa- 
tion, G. G. Walker and Co. (Dudley), Ltd. ; 
lighting fittings, Hailwood and Ackroyd, Ltd., 
and Benjamin Electric, Ltd.; clocks, Smiths 
English Clocks, Ltd.; gas installation, West 
Midlands Gas Board; playground and paths, 
John Hadfield and Sons, Ltd. 


YEW TREE HILL COUNTY INFANTS’ SCHOOL, NETHERTON, DUDLEY 





























Typical classroom. 
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Royal Fine Art Commission 
REPORT FOR 1953 


‘THE Royal Fine Art Commission, in their 

twelfth report for 1953 (HMSO, price 
6d.), comment on questions arising from the 
rebuilding of Central London and other 
cities, the design of power stations and 
bridges, street lighting, the proper treatment 
of trees, and other matters affecting amenities 
in town and country. 

Following is the main body of the Com- 
mission’s report: 

The reconstruction of central urban areas 
is now taking place, but the Commission 
notes with increasing concern the low archi- 
tectural standards shown in much of the 
work. Its advice has always been available 
to the responsible authorities where im- 
portant projects are involved, but too often 
it is either not consulted at all or consulted 
at such a late stage that serious improve- 
ments cannot be considered. 

In the City of London the extension to 
Lloyds is a case in point, and the Bank of 
England building near St. Paul’s was only 
submitted when major planning decisions 
had already been taken. 

The case of Bucklersbury House was 
referred to in our last Report; the Commis- 
sion has since concluded its efforts to 
improve the architectural treatment of the 
building. If, when its erection is completed, 
the public shares the Commission’s feeling 
that its bulk is excessive, there may be con- 
solation in the thought that its architectural 
treatment, but for the efforts of the Com- 
mission, might have been very much worse. 

The proposal to erect a large group of 
buildings for the Corporation’s offices and 
other civic purposes, around the Guildhall, 
raises very difficult problems for the archi- 
tect, but the Commission hopes that the 
usual congestion will be avoided. 

The restoration of Wren’s bomb-damaged 
Chapter House, in St. Paul’s Church Yard, 
was the subject of consultations, and in its 
new form the attic storey added in the nine- 
teenth century is to be omitted. 

Elsewhere in London the Commission was 
consulted on the reconstruction of property 
at the end of Suffolk-street, and on its advice 
a consultant was appointed. The improved 
elevation will now be more consistent with 
the character of this Regency street, whose 
older buildings are being retained by the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands. 

There are other larger areas in London 
where reconstruction will inevitably estab- 
lish a new character, and here a fresh and 
even daring approach is welcome. The Com- 
mission notes with satisfaction the enter- 
prise shown in the scheme for the South 
Bank, where second thoughts have found a 
better site for the National Theatre, a change 
which meets the Commission’s earlier 
criticism. 

TREATMENT OF CENTRAL AREAS 

Outside London the reconstruction of 
decayed or war-damaged central areas has 
brought a number of interesting and difficult 
problems before the Commission. Harwich 
retains enough of its earlier character to 
justify a treatment of distinction in the new 
housing to be provided at its centre, and the 
Commission hopes that special efforts will 
be made by the authorities concerned to 
achieve this. At Twickenham, drastic pro- 
posals that, in the Commission’s opinion, 


would have reduced the old village centre 
to little more than another piece of suburban 
development were considerably modified as 
a result of its advice. At Brighton, new 
civic buildings are proposed in the area 
around Grand Parade; if these are to be per- 
mitted at all, it is intended that the design 
and layout shall be discussed with the Com- 
mission. 

At Gloucester, a large area west of the 
Cathedral is to be redeveloped with flats and 
shops. The first proposals involved an in- 
crease in scale that would have done serious 
damage to the appearance of the city, but 
radical changes were made at the suggestion 
of the Commission and a more appropriate 
layout has now been prepared. 

At Bedford, the first stage of a develop- 
ment scheme for the central area provides 
for a new College of Further Education, 
and here the Commission has accepted a 
more radical departure in architectural treat- 
ment from the character of the surrounding 
buildings. At Weymouth, the Commission 
had considered in 1952 proposals for North 
Quay and the Chapelhay area, with road 
improvements that would sweep away a 
characteristic group of buildings including 
an interesting house of about 1600. The 
matter was reopened recently at a local 
inquiry and the Commission confirmed its 
opposition to the scheme. 

At Newcastle upon Tyne, improvements in 
St. Nicholas Square, commendable in them- 
selves, were taken by the City Council as an 
opportunity to remove Alfred Gilbert’s 
Queen Victoria Memorial to the centre of a 
traffic roundabout near the station. ©The 
Commission supported local objections to 
the proposal and hopes that the monument 
will be retained in the improved layout for 
the present site. 
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The Commission continues to advise the 
Church Commissioners on the future of 
churches no longer required for worship, 
most recently on that of St. James’s, Bath. 
It is hoped that the sale of the site and ruined 
body of this church for private development 
can be so arranged that the undamaged 
tower, which is architecturally interesting 
and an important feature in the city, can be 
retained intact. 

Where churches are still in use, they may 
now receive grants for maintenance from 
the new Historic Churches Preservation 
Trust, a foundation welcomed by the Com- 
mission and deserving the fullest public 
support. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


The Commission also welcomes the action 
of the Government in setting up the Historic 
Buildings Councils for England and Wales, 
under the Historic Buildings and Ancient 
Monuments Act, 1953, and hopes that it will 
not be long before more money is available 
to save the many important buildings still 
threatened by demolition or decay. Two 
members of the Commission have been 
appointed to the English Council. 

Apart from the preservation of individual 
buildings, however, there is the more subtle 
problem of preserving local character. As 
far as urban building is concerned, the Com- 
mission’s interest is implicit in the cases 
already mentioned. In rural areas some of 
its former work is now the responsibility of 
the National Parks Commission, but the Fine 
Art Commission continues to advise on such 
major building projects as power stations. 

At Machen, the Commission opposed the 
erection of a new power station in one of 
the most attractive parts of Monmouthshire, 
and notes with satisfaction that the Minister 
of Fuel and Power has refused his consent. 
Its opposition to the proposal for South 
Denes, however, has failed to convince the 
authorities that irreparable damage will be 
done to the amenities of Great Yarmouth, 
There seems to be a tendency to believe that 





Drawn by Fohn Stammers. 
THE LEATHERSELLERS’ 





COMPANY : 





RA Summer Exhibition, 1954. 
A PROPOSAL FOR THE 


RECONSTRUCTION OF THE LIVERY HALL. 
Louis de Soissons, RA, and Partners, Architects. 








bad siting can be remedied by impressive 
elevations or elaborate brickwork; it would 
be unfortunate if such a view were generally 
accepted. 


The Commission is glad to record once 
again, however, further progress in the 
actual design of power stations, and notes 
that the committee of inquiry into economy 
in the construction of power stations 
appointed by the Minister of Fuel and Power 
has endorsed its own preference for direct 
architectural expression. 
lopment is the design for the new station at 
Willington, where most of the plant has 
been left exposed but carefully planned and 
detailed, to produce an effective group of 
structures, 


Similarly in the design of gas works a 
more direct approach is now beginning to 
be made. A new problem of a like kind 
was brought to the Commission in connec- 
tion with colliery winding gear to be installed 
near Cannock Chase; here the Commission 
recommended the omission of all casing and 
the more careful detailing of the structure 
itself. 


Apart from the effect of industrial build- 
ings on the countryside, the effect of extrac- 
tive workings is a matter of concern to the 
Commission. Planning powers are now 
strengthened to ensure more speedy reinstate- 
ment of derelict land; the Commission, how- 
ever, would like to see still more attention 
given to this restoration, especially in the 
iron-ore area of Northamptonshire. 


NEW SCHOOLS 


Another type of building which may have 
an important effect on the landscape is a 
new school. Two such projects have been 
considered. At Harlech, a new secondary 
school to be erected on the flat land below 
the Castle was criticised by members of the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural Wales 
and by the Ministry of Works’ inspector for 
its effect on the views both of and from this 
ancient monument. No alternative was con- 
sidered practicable, however, and the Com- 
mission felt that it could not object, provided 
improvements were made in the. layout and 
detailed treatment. At High Wycombe, a 
design for a secondary school to be erected 
on the outskirts of the town was referred to 
the Commission for an opinion, and was 
recommended for acceptance. 


Your Commissioners have continued to 
advise the Ministry of Transport on the 
design of bridges. Among the many prob- 
lems that came before it are two of special 
interest. One is the design of bridges and 
viaducts in conjunction, especially difficult 
where, as is usual nowadays, a cantilever 
construction is employed for the bridge. 
Examples are at Queenhill, Worcestershire, 
and Clifton, Nottingham, and in both cases 
the Commission has been able to suggest 
improvements. The other problem is the 
erection of a new bridge alongside an old. 
Reference was made in our last Report to 
footbridges required to relieve narrow road 
bridges that cannot be demolished. This 
generally unfortunate arrangement is being 
considered for Warkworth, an ancient monu- 
ment, although a new road bridge to provide 
a by-pass to the village would clearly be 
preferable. At Widnes Runcorn, the Com- 
mission would have preferred the new road 
bridge to be further removed from the exist- 
ing railway bridge, but, mainly for economic 
reasons, this advice was not accepted. In 
another case, Lune Bridge, Shap-road, Lan- 
cashire, the new road bridge will be at a 
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much lower level and at an angle to the 
existing railway bridge, and the result should 
be dramatic and effective. On the Com- 
mission’s advice the new structure will be 
made visually lighter. 


STREET LIGHTING 


One development which affects both town 
and country and which continues to give 
the Commission great concern is the new 
street lighting. Reference has been made in 
earlier Reports to the damage being done 
to many towns and villages by the erection 
of lamp posts that are out of scale and out 
of character with the surroundings. In some 
of the more important cases the Commission 
has been able to advise the lighting 
authority direct, but the situation remains 
profoundly disturbing and calls for constant 
vigilance on the part of local amenity 
societies. With the easing of the steel 
supply position and the development of im- 
proved types of standard, encouraged by the 
Council of Industrial Design, it should sel- 
dom be necessary any longer to make use 
of the heavier concrete columns and brackets 
that were introduced immediately after the 
war. In many cases, too, the scale of the 
buildings calls for a reduction in height 
below the 25 ft. required by current regula- 
tions, and here further technical research 
should be undertaken as a matter of urgency 
to enable the necessary standard of illumina- 
tion to be maintained with shorter lamp 
posts. 

Another related problem is that of the 
proper treatment for trees. The Commission 
notes with concern the continued mutilation 
by many local authorities of both roadside 
trees and those in public open spaces. The 
appearance of trees in winter, when such 
mutilation is most noticeable, is quite as 
important as in summer, as a source of 
visual pleasure, and it should be the duty of 
the authorities to see that lopping, for 
example, is carried out only where it is really 
necessary, and then only with skilled know- 
Jedge. 

The report is signed by the Earl of Craw- 
ford and Balcarres (chairman), John Betje- 
man, Lionel Brett, Louis de Soissons, 
Frederick Gibberd, Sir William Halcrow, 
Sir William Holford, Sir Edward Maufe, 
Sir Thomas Merton, Lord Methuen, Henry 
Moore, J. M. Richards, Prof. A. E. Richard- 
son, A. C. Richmond, Howard Robertson, 
John Summerson and Prof. Geoffrey F. 
Webb. 


DOVER FLATS 


An Amended Scheme to Proceed 


Dover CORPORATION intend to proceed 
with the scheme, in slightly amended form, 
for the erection of a large block of flats 
on the sea front to the winning design of 
Messrs. Dalgliesh and Pullen, FF.RIBA, 
in the architectural competition held last 
autumn. 


Since the meeting of the Corporation 
last January, when it was decided to see 
whether the scheme as originally sub- 
mitted could be amended, representatives 
of the Corporation and Kent County 
Council have held several meetings with 
members of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission. Mr. J. A. JoHNSON, town clerk 
of Dover, is reported to have said recent- 
ly that the Corporation representatives 
had found it impossible to reach agree- 
ment with the commission on an amended 
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scheme. The commission, he said, had no 
practical alternative to put forward. 


The planning committee of the Cor- 
poration has drawn up an amended 
scheme, which received formal approval 
on June 29, and will now be submitted to 
Kent County Council for consideration at 
their meeting this month. Should this 
not be approved, the Corporation will 
have the right of appeal to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 


The amended design provides for a 
reduction in the number of storeys from 
15 to 12, with a corresponding reduction 
in height from 130 ft. to 105 ft. The lay- 
out will follow a gentle curve instead of 
a straight line. The block of flats at 
the western end will be turned and the 
turrets which were to have jutted out above 
the roof line will be eliminated. The 
balconies of the flats will be brought 
forward and this, it is thought, will give 
emphasis to the horizontal rather than the 
vertical appearance of the building. 


The new design provides for the erec- 
tion of 283 flats instead of 301. It is said 
to have the approval of Mr. Arthur 
Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, the assessor 
for the competition; Mr. R. K. Pullen, 
FRIBA, and Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, 
consultant architect for Kent CC. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


1953 Programme was Completed 


"THE promised figure of 1,150,000 new 

school places was, in fact, achieved by 
the end of 1953, said Miss FLORENCE 
HorsspruGH, the Minister of Education, 
when addressing the annual conference of 
the Association of Education Committees at 
Scarborough on June 25. 

The Minister was answering criticism 
made earlier at the conference that at the 
end of 1953 about 70,000-fewer places had 
been built than the promised figure of 
1,150,000. 

“On October 1, 1953, the figure was 
1,081,000—70,000 short—but with three 
months to go. The returns of places pro- 
vided come in once every four months so 
we do not know exactly how many places 
were ready at the end of December. But the 
return for February 1 shows that by that 
date the total had risen to 1,158,000. Since 
the February return is based on the position 
at the beginning of the Spring term (early 
in January) it is evident that the target of 
1,150,000 was squarely hit.” 

The Minister went on to say that the main 
objective in school building in the next few 
years would be to accommodate the 700,000 
extra secondary pupils expected by 1960 and 
to do this on the basis of Circular 245. 

“This broad challenge I accept,” she 
stated. “I do so.in the confidence that it 


will be met, as the challenge up to the end . 


of 1953 was met, by the effective co- 
operation of local authorities and the Minis- 
iy:” 


PLANT DEMONSTRATIONS 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers have arranged a demonstration 


of builders’ plant operating under site con- . 


ditions for to-day (July 2) at Rayleigh, Essex, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and a similar demon- 
stration at Peterborough next Tuesday on 
the occasion of the Federation’s summer 
meeting. 
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SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


THE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on June 15: 


BIRTHDAY HONOURS 

The cordial congratulations of the Council 
were conveyed to the following members on 
whom Her Majesty The Queen had conferred 
awards :— 

Knights Bachelor—Howard Robertson, 
MC, ARA, SADG, President; A. G. Stephen- 
son, CMG (F) (Royal Gold Medallist, 1954); 
Lieut.-Colonel P. M. Hope, OBE (L). 

CBE—G. E. P. Jackson, OBE (A); 
S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall (A). 

OBE.—H. F. Billimoria (F); E. Reily (A); 
E. E. Hall (L). 

re W. Wardill (A); Edwin Pallett 
(L). 

APPOINTMENTS 

(A) Codes of Practice Committee for Build- 
ings: RIBA Representatives: George Fair- 
weather (F), E. D. Mills (F), R. N. Wakelin 


(F). 

(B) BSI Committee B/75: Modular Co- 
ordination: RIBA Represenative: O. C. F. 
Carey (A) in place of C. C. Handisyde (A), 
declined 

(C) BSI Committee TIB/3: Definitions and 
Nomenclature of Timber: RIBA Represen- 
tative: G. Newell (A). 

(D) Sheffield University Court of Govern- 
ors: RIBA Representative: S, Elden Minns 
(L). 

Building Research Station Exhibit—Ap- 
proval was given to arrangements made by 
the public relations committee for the Build- 
ing Research Station’s exhibit which was 
shown at the British Architects’ Conference 
at Torquay to be shown at the RIBA from 
July 3 to 17 inclusive. 

Report of the Millard-Tucker Committee 
on the Taxation Treatment of Provisions for 
Retirement.—Mr. Charles Woodward (A) and 
the deputy secretary were appointed to repre- 
sent the RIBA at further meetings to be con- 
vened by the Law Society for the purpose of 
studying what action might be taken to im- 
plement the recommendations of the Millard- 
Tucker Committee on the taxation treatment 
of provisions for retirement by self-employed 
professional men, in consultation with repre- 
sentatives of leading professional bodies. 

No. 68 Portland-place-—The Council ap- 
proved of instructions being given to Messrs. 
Wornum and Playne (F/F) to prepare plans 
and an approximate estimate of cost for the 
rebuilding of No. 68 Portland-place, with a 
view to this rebuilding being completed, as 
covenanted with the ground landlords, by 
1960. 

Regulations governing the Promotion and 
Conduct of Architectural Competitions —On 
the recommendation of the competitions 
committee, the Council gave approval to a 
revised definition of the title ‘‘ architect” for 
insertion in the Regulations and in the Model 
Form of Conditions. The revised definition 
will read as follows: — 


“For this purpose the word architect 
shall mean any person who at the time of 
his application for the competition condi- 
tions is registered under the Architects? 
Registration Acts, 1931 and 1938, or, being 
qualified for registration, had already made 
application to the Architects’ Registration 
Council in the prescribed form to be 
admitted to the register. Any applicant: fer 
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the conditions should state his registration 
number, and jn the case of an unregistered 
person who has made application for regis- 
tration, the date of such application and 
the number of the receipt issued by the 
Architects’ Registration Council in respect 
of the admission fee. Where application 
is made by a firm the registration numbers 
and dates of registration of the architect 
partner or partners of the firms must be 
given.” 

The CounciJ alse gave approval to revisions 
to the Directions for Assessors aimed at sav- 
ing time at each of the various stages of a 
competition and also encouraging the holding 
of two-stage competitions in suitable cases. 


RICS 
Quantity Surveyors’ Elections 


Unper the by-laws of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, half the members 
of the quantity surveyors’ committee retire 
annually but may offer themselves for 
re-election. The ballot for the election of 
the committee for the session 1954-55 has 
resulted in the election of the following:— 

Metropolitan section— Messrs. H. A. 
Ackland, OBE, R. L. Everest, R. H. Francis, 
E. W. Leaning, J. R. B. Mann and Cyril 
Sweett. Provincial section—Messrs. D. J. 
Bendle, K. K. Dale, J. R. Furbur, T. Cuth- 
bertson Hill and Colonel J. B. Marks, OBE. 
Junior quantity surveyors—Mr. K. G. S. 
Stimpson. 

At the first meeting of the newly elected 
committee the following were elected 
officers for the session: Chairman, Mr. 


G. P. Vale; vice-chairman, Mr. M. H. 
Thackray; hon. secretary, Mr. William 
James. 

IAAS (Wealden Branch) 


Visit to Royal Observatory 


A party of 40 members and_ their 
ladies, under the chairmanship of Mr. R. E. 
J. Harding, FIAS, AMSE, visited the Royal 
Observatory in its rural surroundings at 
Hurstmonceux Castle, Sussex, on June 2, 
to view the progress being made in the trans- 
ference of the Observatory from Greenwich. 
The visitors were first taken to the site of 
building works for new premises to house 
the scientific equipment, and the finish of the 
works already erected was much admired 
and it was soon apparent that only the 
highest quality was satisfying to the 
Admiralty, under whose care the Royal 
Observatory functions. Foundations for 
some of these buildings go as deeply as 
18 feet into the firm sandy _ sub-soil, 
the object apparently being to reduce to a 
minimum possible vibration. 

The party next visited the Castle itself and 
was given an outline history of it, from its 
construction in 1440 at a cost of something 
under £4,000, until the present day. Also 
visited were the library, formerly the Great 
Hall, the former chapel and the ball-room. 
Much delicate ornamental work by Grinling 
Gibbons and other masters of the past was 
greatly admired. 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 
Election of President and Annual 
General Meeting 


AT the first meeting of the new Council, 
held on June 25, Mr. E. H. Doubleday, 
OBE, was elected president of the Town 
Planning Institute for 1954-55 and will take 
office in November next on the expiration 
of the term of office of Sir William Holford. 
Mr. Doubleday is County Planning Officer 
for Hertfordshire. 
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It was reported to the annual genera] 
meeting of the Institute, held at Livingstone 
Hall, Westminster, on June 24, that the sylla- 
bus for the examinations was being revised 
so that graduates in economics or geography 
of approved universities may be admitted 
direct to the final examination. 

This was among the matters mentioned 
by the president, Sirk WILLIAM HOLForD, who 
regretted that the Privy Council had not 
been able to recommend that the Institute 
be granted a charter of incorporation. This 
matter, he said, was receiving the considera- 
tion of the Council. 

The London Regional Planning Committee, 
which was set up by the Institute last year 
to examine the present situation of planning 
in Greater London, had held many meetings, 
and it was hoped to report by the end of 
the year. 

Another committee, set up to consider 
public relations, had submitted its report to 
the Policy Committee. 

During the year, 216 new members had 
been elected, made up of one full member, 
113 associate members, 10 legal associate 
members and 92 students. 

Representations regarding matters included 
in the memorandum on the Town and 
Country Planning Bill, 1954, which was 
prepared by the Council and which had not 
found a place in the Bill, have been made 
to the Minister and arrangements had been 
made to move amendments in the Standing 
Committee of the House of Commons. 

A new branch had been formed to cover 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia and is to 
be known as the Central Africa branch. 


FORTHCOMING PAPERS 


The Institute had undertaken to arrange 
two sessions at the Public Works and Muni- 
cipal Services Congress at Olympia from 
November 15 to 20 next. At one session 
Mr. C. D. Buchanan, ARIBA, was to give 
a paper on “ Car Parking in Central Areas,” 
and a prize competition had been arranged 
for the second paper. The subject was 
“The Redevelopment and Rehabilitation of 
Residential Areas.” The paper on this sub- 
ject by Mr. G. F. Chadwick had won the 
prize of 50 gns. offered by the Congress 
Council. This paper would also be pre- 
sented at the Congress. 

Sir William presented prizes won in Insti- 
tute competitions and examinations to the 
following winners: Mr. A. E. Weddle, 
Thomas Adams prize, for his essay entitled 
“Buildings in the Rural Landscape”; Mr. 
M. B. Stevens, Durham University, silver 
medal and certificate, for the best thesis by 
students at recognised planning schools, for 
“The Inner Suburb”; Mr. J. M. Sibbit, 
George and Amy Pepler prize, for the best 
paper on town planning practice in the final 
examination. 

Mr. G. S. Morgan, of Insaka, was awarded 
the prize for the best set of papers in the 
second part of the final examination. 

When submitting the balance-sheet and 
accounts, Sir GEORGE PEPLER, hon. secretary 
and treasurer, stated that once more £500 
had been set aside as a reserve for new 
premises, the Institute not having a long 
lease of their present premises. 


ARCHITECT’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. KENNETH CATON, ARIBA, of Halifax, 
has been appointed Architect to Middles- 
brough Education Committee, subject to con- 
firmation by the Town Council, at a salary 
of £1,050, rising to £1,250. 
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General view of 
platform. 





View by night, showing entrance to general waiting room, lighting fittings 
and station name signs. Below: Interior of general waiting-room. 
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RAILWAY STATION 
AT TWICKENHAM 


Replacement of Old 
Buildings 

NEW sstation came into use 

recently at Twickenham, tak- 


ing the place of the original buildings 
constructed over 100 years ago. 


The station has five platforms, 
two of which are bay roads for 
dealing with large football crowds. 
Centrally heated general waiting 
rooms and ladies’ rooms have been 
provided, together with an improved 
type of platform lighting, which 
gives a high degree of illumination 
and a clear indication of the station 
name signs. 


Access to the platforms is by 
means of a _ covered footbridge 
leading from London Road, with 
an additional entrance for season 
ticket holders. Another footbridge, 
10 ft. wide, connects all platforms 
to provide for the rapid dispersal 
of football crowds. 


TICKET-HALL BUILDING 


Until such time as the building 
housing the ticket hall, parcels 
office, telephone kiosks and other 
amenities is completed, the new 
station will be served by a temporary 
ticket office situated at the London 
Road entrance. 


The buildings were designed in 
the Civil Engineer’s Department, 
British Railways, under the direction 
of Mr. F. E. Campion, civil engineer 
to ‘the Southern Region. ‘The 
following principal contractors were 
engaged on the scheme: 


James Longley and Co., Ltd., plat- 
form roofing and buildings ; Caffin and 
Co., Ltd., erection of footbridge ; 
Carter Horseley, steel-work; Constable 
Hart and Co., Ltd., platform surfacing. 
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General Purpose Buildings used as light 
engineering workshops. Brick infilling 
was carried out after erection. 
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Aspects of New Building By-Laws 
ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE PAPER 


“Q@OME Aspects of New Building By-laws” 

was the title of a paper by Mr. D. R. 
BraADLey, MIMunE. ARICS, Borough En- 
gineer and Surveyor, Morley, at a sessional 
meeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute held 
at Morley on June 24. 


-When considering the by-laws, he said, it 
was important to remember that their scope 
was intended to cover the erection or altera- 
tion to many types of buildings in all parts 
of the country and in locations varying from 
a congested city to a sparsely populated rural 
area. It might be that some local authorities 
possessed local acts to overcome possible 
shortcomings in the new by-laws. 


The post-war years had seen the introduc- 
tion of many new building materials and 
methods, and it was probable that develop- 
ment in this field would continue. It was 
essential, therefore, that the new by-laws 
should be so framed as to permit freedom in 
the use of new materials and methods, pro- 
vided that a predetermined standard of 
quality and efficiency was attained. It was 
also essential that the new by-laws should 
not exclude the use of proven materials and 
methods, many of which had been used suc- 
cessfully for centuries. He continued: 


REQUIREMENTS 


The introductory memorandum of the 
model gives as the main object of the by-laws 
the intention to allow more freedom in the 
use of new materials and methods. 


This main object has been achieved in a 
very simple and efficient manner by making 
a clear distinction between purely func- 
tional requirements and the provisions, 
materials or methods which are deemed to 
satisfy those requirements. Thus a ‘“* func- 
tional ” clause states the nature of the re- 
quirement and the “deemed to satisfy” 
clause states what will satisfy it. The im- 
portant point is that the ‘‘ deemed to satisfy ” 
items only show certain ways or means of 
doing the work satisfactorily, and in no way 
preclude other ways or means provided that 
the requirements of the functional clauses 
are fully met. This means that the building 
surveyor must pay full regard to new methods 
and materials, and can recommend their dis- 
approval only after a fair judgment. There- 
fore the architect or builder should not be 
discouraged from using new materials merely 
because they are new. 


It is reassuring to note that, in general, the 
normal and traditional methods of building 
construction appear to meet the terms of the 
many “ deemed to satisfy ” clauses. 


The “ deemed to satisfy” clauses obviate 
much ambiguity and will prove of real assist- 
ance to the building surveyor, architect and 
builder. A wide use is made of the British 
Standard Specifications, and in many instances 
a BSS is given as the “ deemed to satisfy ” 
provision. Although not exhaustive, a list 
of British Standard Specifications is appended 
to the by-laws for easy reference. Good 
examples of the “deemed to satisfy ” pro- 
visions are in by-laws Nos. 49 (roofs), 51 
(floors), and 78 (thermal insulation), but there 
are many others. 


Fire Resistance-—For the first time a real 
attempt has been made to include adequate 
provisions ‘in. by-laws. to. prevent. fire. or. the 
spread of fire, and it is obvious that the 


relative by-law clauses are the result of much 
research and consideration. 


Although the clauses are many, the ideas 
behind them are simple. In brief, the fire 
risk of varying types of buildings or parts of 
buildings has been assessed and allocated a 
certain time factor of the number of hours 
it is considered they should be capable of 
withstanding fire. To combat the fire risk, 
various common building materials have been 
assessed in terms of the number of hours they 
are considered capable of withstanding fire. 
From the excellent tables provided in the 
fourth schedule of the by-laws, it is possible 
to decide what thickness of a particular mate- 
rial or combination of materials is necessary 
to resist fire for a certain number of hours 
or parts of an hour. 


Thus, the functional clauses state the num- 
ber of hours of fire resistance required and 
the fourth schedule is, in effect, a ‘“ deemed 
to satisfy ” clause. The by-laws cover the 
needs of fire resistance of walls, partitions, 
separating walls, floors, columns, beams, and 
roofs, in addition to making provision to 
lessen the danger of fire by spread in cavity 
walls and from an external opening on one 
storey into an external opening on a higher 
storey. 

It is important to note that the various 
thicknesses of material given in the fourth 
schedule do not necessarily comply with the 
thicknesses required for stability and load 
bearing. 


FOUNDATIONS 


In most earlier by-laws the sizes of founda- 
tions were allied to the thicknesses of the 
walls they were intended to carry and not 
related to the actual loading nor to the load- 
bearing capabilities of the subsoil. It is 
obvious that foundations were often provided 
which had a load-bearing capability far in 
excess of requirements, and this resulted in 
waste of labour and building materials. Less 
frequently, the permitted foundation size was 
inadequate to support its load and did not 
give sufficient spread on unstable ground, the 
result being subsidence or cracking of the 
structure. The new by-laws are functional 
and take into account the loads to be borne 
and the load-bearing properties of the sub- 
soil. 

In determining the condition of the subsoil 
regard shall be had to the field tests laid 
down in Table 3 of the Technical Appendices 
to the Housing Manual, 1949. These field 
tests make possible a reasonable assessment 
of the load-bearing capabilities of the subsoil. 


The foundation requirements are covered by 
a ‘“‘ deemed to satisfy” clause, and a list is 
given of various types of subsoil, alongside 
which are set the widths of foundations re- 
quired to meet specified loadings. The new 
methods of determination of size are an im- 
provement on the old, but may prove to be 
onerous on the building surveyor, especially 
in the event of dispute with an architect. or 
builder. 


An administrative difficulty is that ‘the 
load-bearing properties of the ground should 
be determined before the building: plans are 
deposited or .approved, but in practice it is 
doubtful whether this will be achieved except 
in the case of large buildings or where the 
— has been thorough in his preparatory 
work. 


21 


Short-lived .Materials—The rejection of 
plans deposited for the erection of buildings 
because of the proposed inclusion of short- 
lived materials has always presented some, 
difficulty, and the rejection has frequently. 
been a somewhat arbitrary decision. Many 
arguments have taken place between building 
surveyor and architect as to whether the 
approval given should be a permanent or.a 
temporary one. 


The new by-laws are helpful by listing a 
number of common materials which are ta 
be regarded as. being of temporary dura~ 
bility and for which only a_ temporaryi 
approval could be given. The list is .by. no; 
means comprehensive, but it does include 
tongued and grooved boarding fixed hori- 
zontally, any boarding less than five-eighths 
of an inch in thickness, and sheet iron or steel 
(whether galvanised or. not) which is not 
painted or .otherwise protected by a. bitu-, 
minous or other not less suitable coating... It. 
is interesting to note that it is inferred thati 
sheet iron or steel, if protected by bituminous) 
paint or other similar coating, is regarded -asi 
a permanent material. 


Requirements. —. The’ 


Load-bearing 
by-laws require that. the load-bearing 
structure of a building shall be cap 


able of safely sustaining and transmitting 
the dead load and imposed loads and the’ 
hsrizontal and inclined forces to which it 
may be subjected. Once again, the func-’ 
tional requirement is followed by <a list: of 
“deemed to satisfy” provisions such as a’ 
specified British Standard Code of Practice: 


Whilst this reference to Codes of Practicé, 
obviates uncertainty and ambiguity by being 
positive, it does mean that the building’ sur- 
veyor is faced with the technical difficulty ‘of 
much more checking than hitherto. It is quite’ 
probable that many loeal authorities do not 
possess sufficient staff, or staff of the correct; 
qualifications, to carry out: this work satis- 
factorily. An architeet or consulting en- 
gineer may have spent weeks in preparing 
calculations for design of a structure, ‘but’ 
the building surveyor may have but three 
days in which to check or even reproduce: 
similar calculations, and usually would <be: 
dealing with many deposited plans in ‘that 
period. ' 


Walls—Resistance to Weather and Damp. 
—Every external wall of every domestic’ 
building, every public building and every: 
building of the wareheuse class in which 
persons are intended to be habitually em-’ 
ployed in any manufacture, trade or business; 
shall adequately resist the penetration of rain’ 
and snow. Although this by-law is emphatic 
in the simplicity of its requirements, it is 
regretted that it is not followed by a “ deemed’ 
to satisfy” clause or list. ‘When one con- 
siders the amount: of effort which must have’ 
gone into the preparation of the fire resist- 
ance section of the by-laws it:does seem that 
similar effort could: have been applied to the! 
important requirements. of ‘resistance to: 
weather and damp. A list covering the’ 
methods of construction ‘or materials known 
to be satisfactory could have been included: 
and qualified as not necessarily being. ex-: 
haustive. . 


Roofs.—It is required that the roof of a’ 
building shall be weatherproof. Once again’ 
the “deemed to satisfy” provisions are not’ 
included, but fortunately the preceding by- 
law, dealing with prstection against fire’ in/ 
roofs, does list various materials.’ It is pre! 
sumed that this list could be applied as’ a: 
*‘ deemed to satisfy ” list against weather: The: 
by-law simply states “ The roof of: a’ buiki-i 
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ing shall be weatherproof ” and this statement 
is not amplified in any way. 

Floors.—In every domestic building and 
generally in buildings where persons are 
habitually employed, the ground floor is re- 
quired to adequately resist the passage of 
moisture from the ground. 

An innovation is that in solid floors, the 
floor itself (or its finish) shall be impervious 
to moisture or there shall be inserted within 
the thickness of the floor a damp-proof layer. 
This means that a normal concrete floor 
which in itself may not be impervious to 
rising damp shall be provided with a damp- 
proof layer within itself. 

Provision is made to ensure ventilation of 
wooden floors, 


SPACE ABOUT BUILDINGS 

Air space about domestic buildings is safe- 
guarded by the requirement of a.24-ft. clear 
space in front of the building, but if the 
building fronts on to a street of a less width 
than 24 ft. the distance may be not less than 
the width of the street together with one half 
. - difference between that width and 
4 ft. 


An important change is that the rear space 
of a domestic building shall be not less than 
300 sq. ft., as against the earlier requirement 
of 150 sq. ft. This space shall extend 
throughout the entire width of the building 
and be not less than 15 ft. in depth for a 
building not more than 25 ft. high or 20 ft. 
for a building not more than 35 ft. high. 
There are provisions for buildings of a height 
greater than 35 ft. and also for exceptionally 
shaped sites. 


It is important to note that By-law 3 quali- 
fies the above provisions in so far as they 
relate to a building erected before the date 
of operation of the by-laws when it is 
intended to erect at the rear the addition of a 
kitchen, scullery, wash-house or bedroom. 
In these cases the rear space requirement is 
150 sq. ft. and the distance across is 7 ft, 
in lieu of 15 ft, 


Ventilation of Buildings.—The new 
by-laws retain the old “one-twentieth of 
floor area” rule for determining the mini- 
mum of opening window size-in @ habitable 
room, but have discarded the similar “ one- 
tenth ” rule for total window size. Instead, 
reference is made in the introductory memo- 
randum to the British Standard Code of 
Practice C.P.3—Chapter 1 (A) Daylight 
(dwellings and schools), This is not con- 
sidered to be very satisfactory as the memo- 
randum is not part of the by-laws and a 
rule-of-thumt method to ensure minimum 
window sizes would have been preferable. 
Alternatively, the reference to the Code of 
Practice could have been included in the 
by-laws instead of in the memerandum. 


Height of Habitable Rooms.—In general 
the height of a habitable room shall be at 
feast 7 ft. 6 in. If the room is whelly or 
partly in the roof it shall be 7 ft. 6 in. at 
feast in height over not less than one half 
of the area of the rcom measured at a 
height of 5 ft. above the floor level of the 
room. Previously the by-laws of many local 
authorities required a minimum height of 
8 ft. The reduction in the minimum does 
not appear to be particularly important pro- 
vided a dwelling is not overcrowded. 


Thermal Insulation of Houses.—An inno- 
vation is the inclusion of clauses dealing 
with the thermal insulation of the ceilings, 
external walls and floors of houses. Fortu- 
nately a “ deemed to satisfy ” clause is given 
frem which it would appear that most 
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traditional methods of construction will 
comply with the requirements. For instance, 
an external wall built as a solid wall not 
less than 84 in. thick or as a cavity wall not 
less than 104 in. thick of bricks, blocks or 
concrete cast in situ, will meet the by-law 
requirement for thermal insulation. 


Drainage.—The by-laws give the normal 
cover to ensure the use of satisfactory 
materials in the construction of drains, the 
trapping of inlets and for the ventilation of 
the drainage system. A differentiation is 
made between a drain and a private sewer, 
and it is peculiar that no mention is made 
of access to or cleansing of a private drain 
other than for one which passes under a 
building. Many local authorities have 
obtained a suitable amendment to ensure 
that foul drains shall be provided with a 
rodding eye or similar means of access for 
cleansing. In the case of a private sewer 
a manhole shall be provided at every point 
at which the sewer changes direction or 
gradient and at intervals not exceeding 
300 ft. 

Cesspools, Septic Tanks, etc.—The old 
by-laws included a provision that a cesspool 
should be at least 50 ft. from a dwelling, 
but this minimum distance is not now inclu- 
ded. The by-laws are so framed to ensure 
that a cesspool is sited so as not to be liable 
to become a source of nuisance or a danger 
to health; and there is obvious need for 
close co-operation between the building 
surveyor, the sanitary inspector and the local 
river board. 

Under certain circumstances it may be 
possible to approve a cesspool less than 
50 ft. from a dwelling. A cesspool shall be 
so constructed and situated that there shall 
be ready means of access for cleansing it 
and for removing its contents without carry- 
ing them through any house, public building 
or building in which any person is employed 
in any manufacture, trade or business. 


Fireplaces, etc-——No fireplace, firegrate, 
range or similar apparatus in which solid 
fuel is to be burned shall be fitted, whether 
new or by way of replacement in a fireplace 
opening unless that opening has a hearth 
which complies with By-law 54 (Hearths). 
The interesting portion of this requirement 
is the wording “ or by way of replacement,” 
and it is probable that many fireplace 
replacements will be carried out not in strict 
compliance with the by-law and never come 
to the notice of the building surveyor. 


CONCLUSION 


The new by-laws make use of up-to-date 
knowledge and the inclusion of British 
Standard Specification and references to 
recognised Codes of Practice will assist in 
obtaining more uniformity of a high standard 
throughout the country. Some concessions 
are permitted in the standards required for 
certain types of buildings, particularly alter- 


ations to old property and conversions of. 


buildings into dwellings. No doubt, regard 
was had to the acute housing shortage, and 
it may be that the concessions are intended 
to encourage rather than discourage the con- 
version of property into houses or the con- 
version of one house into two or more 
houses, 


Notwithstanding any adverse comment 
given, it is considered that the new by-laws 
are an improvement on the old. One result 
is the increased need of well-qualified build- 
ing surveyors and building inspectors, but 
no doubt the profession will prove equal to 
the demand. 
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THE MODULAR SOCIETY 


Adoption of 4-inch Module 
and Definitions 


AS already announced, the executive com- 
mittee of the Modular Society have 
approved the recommendation of Study 
Group No. 2 (Principles) that the Society 
should adopt a 4 in. module. This and other 
recommendations of the Study Group are 
published in the Society’s Transactions, 
Vol. II, No. 8, now available from the 
Society at 22, Buckingham-street, WC2, 
The executive committee have also 
approved the following definitions formulated 
by the Study Group. Members are invited 
to submit their views for publication. 


DEFINITIONS 

“A modular system is a_three-dimen- 
sional cubic frame of reference. The 
module is the smallest increment recognised 
by a modular system. Modular co-ordina- 
tion is the ordering of the external dimen- 
sions of components in reference to a 
modular system. A modular component is 
one whose external dimensions have been 
determined in relation to a modular system 
(after making due allowance for the joint 
or joining member): hence the external 
dimensions of the component itself need 
not be multiples of the module. Modular 
design assumes a grid (vertical as well as 
horizontal) equal to the module. Larger 
grids, called plan grid and vertical grid, may 
also be used to control the main lines of 
a building, provided they are multiples of 
the module. Plan grids and vertical grids 
may be square or oblong, and may ‘be 
different horizontally from vertically, or 
may be changed from one part of a build- 
ing to another. A component is partially 
modular when some, but not all, of its ex- 
ternal dimensions have been determined in 
relation to a modular system.” 


MODULAR INTERCHANGEABILITY 


The Modular Society, Ltd., announce that 
a meeting of study group No. 1 (Interchange- 
ability) will be held at the offices of Messrs. 
F. Troy and Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk- 
street, SE1, on Wednesday, July 7, at 
4.30 p.m. 


SPECIAL MEETING 


A special general meeting of the Builders’ 
Benevolent Institution will be held on July 15 
at the offices of the Institution, 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1. The business of the meeting 
will be to consider and, if thought fit, adopt 
a revised Code of Rules. 


MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

The British Institute of Management has 
now published the second volume of its 
survey of courses available in the field of 
management education and training. Copies, 
price 3s. 6d., available from Management 
House, 8, Hill-street, W1. 


CANADIAN TRADE OFFICES 


New offices have been opened in the 
Imperial Bank Building, Jasper-avenue, 
Edmonton, for the UK Trade Commissioner 
there. The official opening was carried out 
by the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. 
Peter Thorneycroft, on June 9 during his 
recent tour of the industrial centres of 
Canada. Mr. Thorneycroft, in his speech at 
the ceremony, stated that the existence of 
this new office in Edmonton, 5,000 miles 
from London headquarters, illustrated the 
— vital interest in trade on a world-wide 

asis, 
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HY-RIB sists 


Essential for the economic construction of 
concrete floors and roof slabs spanning up to 15 ft. 


Hy-Rib will not “ride-up ” into 
the concrete during construction. Its 
position is assured at the bottom of the slab 
where the maximum reinforcing value is 
developed. The use of Hy-Rib is a guarantee of 
safety, for the builder cannot fail to produce 

a properly reinforced slab. 

One great advantage of using Hy-Rib is the elimination of 


close-boarded shuttering. Only temporary supports 





placed at intervals are necessary. The mesh of the sheets 











is so designed that it retains the concrete and also leaves 





























a good plastering key beneath. The mesh also grips into 
the concrete and obtains a sound anchorage that dis- 


tributes the stresses in a slab throughout the Hy-Rib, so 


. . THE BUILDING CENTRE 
ensuring a very reliable floor or roof. 


See our Exhibit at 


26 STORE STREET WCi 


or write for a copy of the HY-RIB HANDBOOK 
THE TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. LTD. TRUSCON HOUSE, LOWER MARSH, LONDON, S.E.1. Tel: WATerloo 6922 


Ox.862 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Planning Bill 


STANDING committee council of the 

House of Commons on June 22, finished 
its consideration of the Town and Country 
Planning Bili, which will now come back 
to the House for the report stage. 


BUILDING BY-LAWS 


On June 22 Mr. HastiNGs asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that houses were now 
being built with three bedrooms, not one 
of which had a fireplace, ventilating brick or 
other means of permanent ventilation; and 
what considerations induced him to sanction 
the necessary change in by-laws, 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said he was 
aware of this. It was now considered that 
adequate windows and a door were suffir 
cient. 

Mr. Hastincs: Is the Minister aware 
that with windows closed and doors closed 
and with no chimney or any ventilator in 
the room of any sort there is considerable 
dinger when two or three people are sleep- 
ing there? 

Mr. MarpcLes: In many cases the house- 
holders stopped up the air brick and abused 
whatever advantages there are. This recom- 
mendation was based on the advice of the 
majority of the advisory committee on 
building by-laws, which included a member 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 


RENT. BOOKS 


On June 22 Mr. Wyatr asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would introduce legislation to 
require landlords of all rented houses to 
state on their rent books the rateable and 
gross value of their houses. 


Mr. MarpPLes said he would not. No 
additional powers were needed to ensure 
that tenants were fully informed of their 
rights under the Rent Restrictions Acts and 
under the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill. 
Section 14(1) of the Rent and Mortgage In- 
terest Restrictions (Amendment) Act, 1933, 
gave the Minister power to make regula- 
tions prescribing the forms of notices to be 
included in rent books. 


GRANTS TO COASTAL AUTHORITIES 


On June 22 Mr. BLyYTON asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government how 
many coastal authorities had received 100 
per cent. grant, arising from storm damage, 
since January 31, 1953. 


Mr. Marples said that up to now 44 
coastal authorities had been promised full 
teimbursement, subject to audit, of certain 
classes of expenditure, including the cost of 
tepairing existing coast-protection works up 
to their condition as it was immediately 
before January 31, 1953. 


A DEMOLITION INQUIRY 


On June 22 COMMANDER MAITLAND asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would give an assurance that full 
compensation would be paid in regard to 
houses on the northern parts of Chapel Six 
Marshes, Chapel St. Leonards, Lincolnshire, 
now ordered to be demolished; and if he 
was aware that these houses received plan- 
ning consent before the floods. 


Mr. MArpPLES said that these .orders had 
becn made under section 26 of the Town 
and. Country Planning Act, 1947, which 
dealt with cases, such as this, where it was 
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proposed to demolish buildings which had 
been erected with planning permission. 
They had been submitted to the Minister, 
and they had no effect unless he confirmed 
them. Before considering whether he should 
do so he would arrange for a local inquiry 
or hearing, if any persons affected objected 
to confirmation; and he would consider 
very carefully any representations . which 
might be made. If the orders were con- 
firmed, the compensation payable was 
settled by the statute. There was provision 
for reference to the Lands Tribunal of any 
dispute about the amount of compensation. 


CEMENT SUPPLIES 


On June 22, in reply to a number of 
questions on cement supplies’ in South 
Wales, the Minister of Works, Sir Davip 
EccLEs, said the peak of the building season 
had brought demands for cement in South 
Wales which here and there had outstripped 
supplies. He had asked the cement industry 
to do what was possible to improve de- 
liveries in this area without causing 
shortages elsewhere. With production 
running at record levels he hoped that these 
local difficulties would be of short duration. 


UNDERGROUND CAR PARKS 


On June 23, Mr, LaNGrorD-Ho tT asked 
the Minister of Transport whether he had 
yet reached a decision about the recom- 
mendations on underground car parks con- 
tained in the report of the Working Party 
on Car Parking in the Inner Area of London. 

Mr. LENNOx-BoypD said that the Govern- 
ment had decided that to reduce congestion 
in the streets of London the project for 
underground car parks was worth further 
examination. He had, therefore, engaged 
Sir Owen Williams and Partners, Messrs. 
Bylander and Waddell and Sir William 
Halcrow and Partners as consultants to pre- 
pare as soon as possible detailed plans end 
estimates for garages under Grosvenor- 
square, Cavendish-square and Finsbury- 
square respectively. When he had their re- 
ports he would discuss the matter with the 
local authorities and other interests con- 
cerned before any further decisions were 
taken. 

He had no power at present to authorise 
the use of parking meters on the highway, 
but he proposed to legalise them in future 
road traffic legislation. 


AIR RAID SHELTERS 


On June 24, Sir RICHARD ACLAND asked the 
Home Secretary what provisions existed for 
requiring or encouraging building owners, 
whether private individuals, limited com- 
panies, or public institutions, to incorporate 
reinforced basements in the buildings which 
they put up so as to serve as air-raid shelters 
in the event of hostilities; how many build- 
ings with such reinforced basements had been 
erected in the last two years for which figures 
were available; and what provisions were 
made as to payment of part or all of any 
additional cost which might be involved in 
reinforcing the basements of such ‘buildings. 


Sir Davip MAXWELL Fyre said there were 
at present no powers to require the incor- 
poration of reinforced basements in new 
buildings and there was no provision for the 
payment from public funds of any part of the 
additional cost where such precautions were 
incorporated voluntarily by a developer. 
Applicants for building licences had in 
suitable cases been invited by the Minister 
of Works to incorporate such structural pre- 
cautions, but he was unable to say how many 
buildings with reinforced basements had 
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been erected in recent years. The desirability 
of having a general requirement to incor- 
porate structural precautions in new build- 
ings had been considered from time to time, 
both by the late Government and by the pre- 
sent Government, and the matter would be 
re-examined as part of the general review of 
Civil Defence plans which was now proceed- 
ing. 

Str RICHARD ACLAND: Is it to be wondered 
at that ordinary people are not wildly en- 
thusiastic about civil defence duties when the 
Government give such a very dim answer in 
connection with such an obvious precaution 
as this? 


Sir Davip MAxweELt Fyre: I do not think 
so. There is plenty for them to do apart 
from this. 


Mr. Noer BAKER: In his review of the 
matter will the Minister regard it as a major 
objective to increase the number of such 
reinforced basements and make them avail- 
able in peacetime as parking places: for cars? 
- SiR Davip MAXweLL Fyre: I shall cer- 
tainly see that the matter is considered. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


On June 24, Mr. SwiNcLer asked the 
Minister of Education what was the estima- 
ted value of the school building programme 
for’ 1954-55; and how this compared with the 
programmes for 1953-54, 1952-53 and 1951-52 
respectively. 

Miss HorssruGH said that the estimated 
value of the school] building programme for 
1954-55 was approximately £45 m., which was 
about the same as. the programmes for the 
previous two financial years. The original 
figure for the 1951-52 programme was about 
£42m., but about £28m. worth of this work 
was transferred to later programmes or 
abandoned. 


BANK ADVANCES 


On June 24 Mr. Warpey asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer what guid- 
ance he had given to bankers regarding 
advances to private persons to cover the 
initial costs of erecting houses for their own 
occupation. 


Mr. MAuDLING, who replied, said that 
bankers were entirely free to make short- 
term advances for such purposes, though it 
was, of course, for them to assess the credit- 
worthiness of individual borrowers. The 
provision «f long-term fimance for the con- 
struction of houses was a different question 
and the Chancellor had asked the banks to 
conform with the general principles iaid 
down for the guidance of the Capital Issues 
Committee. Forms of finance other than 
bank advances were usually more appro- 
priate. A private person intending to build . 
a house was usually able to apply toa 
building society or insurance company, or to 
a local authority for an advance under the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts or the 
Housing Act, 1949. 


TIMBER IMPORTS 

On June 24 Mr. Erroit asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade what were the 
present restrictions on the importation of 
hardwoods and = softwoods, respectively, 
from Canada and the United States of 
America. 


Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that for 


“balance of payments reasons licences to 


import hardwood from Canada and the 
United States. of America were granted only 
where suitable alternatives for essential 
purposes were not available from non-dollar 








24 


sources. There were no quantitative restric- 
tions on imports of softwood. 


Mr. RENTON asked what quantities of 
softwood and hardwood, respectively, were 
imported from Japan and Canada, respec- 
tively, during the last 12 months for which 
figures were available. 


Mr. HeatHcoat Amory said that in the 
twelve months, June, 1953, to May, 1954. 
imports from Japan and Canada of softwood 
excluding mining timber were respectively 
three standards, and 334,000 standards; and 
of mining timber were respectively nil, and 
55,000 piled cubic fathoms. Imports of hard- 
wood from Japan and Canada were respec- 
tively 1,210,000 cu. ft., and 1,650,000 cu. ft. 


COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


On June 24 Mr. PATRICK MAITLAND asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would publish a list of the local 
authorities in England and Wales whose 
county development plans had _ been 
approved, and indicate those cases where 
the plan related only to a part of the 
county. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that the following 
county development plans had _ been 
approved: 

Berkshire, Cardiganshire, Cheshire (Part), Durham, 
East Suffolk, Huntingdonshire, Isles of Scilly, Lin- 
colnshire (Holland), Montgomeryshire, Radnorshire, 
Westmorland, West Sussex (Part I), West Sussex 
(Part ID. 

In addition, the following county borough 
development plans had been approved: 


Barrow-in-Furness, Birkenhead, Blackburn, Bootle, 
Burnley, Burton- upon-Trent, Canterbury, Carlisle, 
Chester, Croydon, Darlington, Dewsbury, Gateshead, 
Gloucester, Huddersfield, Lincoln, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, Oldham, Preston, Rochdale, St. 
Helens, South Shields, Sunderland, Tynemouth, 
Wakefield, West Hartlepool, Wigan. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION 


Sir Richard Coppock’s Views 


GIR RICHARD COPPOCK, general secre- 

tary of the National Federation of 
Building Trade Operatives, in recently open- 
ing Birmingham Education Committee’s 
Brooklyn Farm Technical College specialis- 
ing in building subjects, said: “It has been 
felt in the past that the technical school has 
been the ‘Mother Hubbard’ of the educa- 
tional system, but here you have given us 
the opportunity of getting into our right 
place. 

“T am very much concerned that there 
is not sufficient technical education being 
given to youth to-day. There are a number 
of boys who will not hit the high spots at 
11 or 134 but who will make excellent prac- 
tical workers in industry, which is the basic 
principle ofthe productivity of this nation.” 

The building trade was very keen on 
vocational training, and had even gone to 
the approved schools and Borstal institu- 
tions and offered to give boys recognition 
for the time they spent there on training 
for the trade—a social aspect of training 
which he believed had been pursued by no 
other trade in Britain or Europe. 

Sir Richard praised the architecture of the 
building and congratulated the college on 
being the first technical school in Britain to 
have its own theatre—a hall which seats 
1,000 people and in which the opening 
ceremony took place. 

CouUNCILLOR J. Woop, chairman of the 


further education sub-committee, who presi-- 


ded, said the number of technical students 
in Birmingham had increased from 3,000 in 
1911 to 17,000 in 1953-54 and existing 
accommodation was “ bursting at the seams.” 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Proposal to Erect 122 Houses on 
Cobham Market Garden Land 


PROPOSAL to build 122 houses on 

market garden land known as Cob- 

ham Nursery, Old Common, Cobham, has 

been rejected by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government on appeal. 


The site comprises a 15-acre market 
garden holding, mostly covered with rather 
old fruit trees, but also containing 14 acres 
of glasshouses and a compost heap meagur- 
ing about 600 sq. yd. The appellants are 
market gardeners and it was stated on their 
behalf that with reduced margins of profit, 
foreign competition and labour difficulties 
the holding could no longer be worked eco- 
nomically. On the other hand, they con- 
tended that 122 houses could be built on 
the land and would be more in the public 
interest. 


For the Esher UDC, who, acting on be- 
half of the Surrey County Council, had re- 
fused to grant planning consent, it was 
argued that there was no justification for 
building on the land which, in their opinion, 
should remain part of the open belt between 
Walton and Cobham. Ample provision of 
land for building had been made in the 
draft County Development Plan and further 
encroachment on open land of agricultural 
or horticultural value was most undesir- 
able. It was undesirable, also, to extend 
the built-up area of Cobham on this, the 
further side, of the London-Portsmouth 
trunk road. 


The Minister states that he is in general 
agreement with the Council’s policy of re- 
stricting the spread of towns and villages in 
the Metropolitan Green Belt, and is not satis- 
fied that a sufficient case has been made out 
for taking this land for building. He is 
advised that the land is still potentially pro- 
ductive, and is of the opinion that some of 
the appellants’ difficulties might be over- 
come, and labour attracted, by the erection 
of a few-houses for workers, and he gathers 
that the Council would look favourably 
upon such a proposal. He has, therefore, 
decided to dismiss the appeal, without pre- 
judice to consideration of a limited applica- 
tion of this kind. 


Hinchley Wood House Development 
Allowed in Green Belt 


UBJECT to certain conditions, the 
Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government has allowed the appeal of 
Davis Estates Company, against the refusal 
of the Esher UDC to allow them to build 
61 houses on 11 acres of Green Belt land 
at the junction of Claygate-lane and 
Kingston By-pass-road, Hinchley Wood. 


It was stated at the inquiry into the appeal 
that the site was the subject of a Ministerial 
order,, made in 1947, in which it was indi- 
cated that the land was suitable for develop- 
ment. It was pointed out on behalf of the 
appellants that near-by sites, subject to the 
same order, had already been developed as 
a school and for council housing, and that 
on the other side of the by-pass there were 
extensive Government offices. It was sub- 
mitted that the proposed development 
should be regarded merely as infilling. 

The Council maintained that circum- 
stances had changed since 1947. The site 
had been designated as Green Belt land and, 
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apart from that, the Council were of opinion 
that there was adequate alternative land 
available to fulfil the district’s housing 
needs. The council housing near by had 
merely rounded off an existing estate and 
the school and its playing fields constituted 
open development appropriate to the Green 
Belt. 


In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that he does not consider the appeal 
site an important part of the Green Belt, but 
in allowing the appeal he has decided to 
impose certain conditions, after consulta- 
tion with the Minister of Transport. The 
draft layout of the scheme envisaged access 
to the estate from the Kingston By-pass- 
road by means of a service road. The 
Minister, however, directs that there shall 
be no access, direct or indirect, on to the by- 
pass and that development shall be from 
internal estate roads. 


The Minister also directs that the outlet to 
Claygate-lane, the layout of streets, the 
number of houses to be built, and the eleva- 
vations, shall be decided by agreement be- 
tween the appellants and the Esher UDC. 


LCC’s Refusal to Allow Factory 
Extension Upheld by Minister 


N appeal by Revvo Castor Co., Ltd, 

against the refusal of the LCC to allow 

them to extend their factory in St. Norbert- 

road, Brockley, SE, has been dismissed by 

the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 


The Minister states that the existing fac- 
tory is wrongly sited and has already caused 
serious detriment to the amenities of the 
houses in St. Norbert-road. Any extension 
of the factory southwards would increase the 
number of houses thus injuriously affected. 


CRICKET 


Vitruvians Lose to Palladians 


THE annual match between the Vitruvians 
(the technical and building Press) and the 
Palladians, held at the Old Pauline ground, 
Thames Ditton, on June 24, resulted in a 
win for the Palladians by cight wickets. 
Scores: 


Vitruvians 
D. Boswell c. White b. Case 16 
R. D. Mudie b. Dowd a 2 
A. Boyd lbw. b. Case 3 
J. G. Batty b. Dowd . T 
E. Bishop st. White b. Case oe 6 
B. P. Smith st. White b. Dowd .. 4 
I. M. Leslie b. .Dowd ae ‘ 3 
W. A. K. Faldo b. Dowd .. 2 
F. G. Dunn b. Dowd.. we 0 
K. Walker b. Dowd .. 0 
R. Hart not out 1 
Extras as 4 
Total re oe <x i s We ce ae 

Palladians 
C. White c. Leslie b. Mudie ah ae us 
R. Hudson c. & b. Mudie .. : ss ie 
J. Drew retired Ey a oe 
D. Turner b. Har at Ms <> 
A. Alvarez st. as: b. Batty ce Pe 0 ae 
B. Gover not out Ae => a 
P. Winton-Lewis c. Mudie b. Batty pas a a 
K. Dowd run out a ne i a 
J. Gasson st. Leslie b. Boswell .. oe co: 
U. Case not out ie — < 
I. Push st. Leslie b. Mudie e sie 7s. 
Extras... we ae a 
Total (for 8 wickets) .. Ke ee ng « 1 

Bowling 

Palladians Vitruvians 

OM R W M R W 
Dowd .. 12 ~ 28 7° Mudie ,. 11.52 24 3 
Case as VTE SS 9S - atte. SS 8 
Wart = ..t 585= 5 24 3 
Boswell... 6 1 35 3 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


OPES 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 








For the oe fae Tropics 
HOPE’S LOUVRED WINDOW 


Hollow steel louvres, lined with insulating material, 


combat solar heat while admitting 100% ventilation. 


Pivoted and coupled for simultaneous operation to any degree of opening. 


HENRY HOPE. .& SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
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T DAYLIGHTING! 


Here is a new translucent 
building material for 
skylights, wall lights, 


panels and partitions 








UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 
reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 

It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 
weather, and completely shatterproof. 

UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
tools to suit individual requirements. 

Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 
lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages 
and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 
Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 
sizes, prices, colours and uses. 








made by Ashdowns 


ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, ST. HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited 
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MoW Building Plant Exhibition 


FIRST TO BE HELD IN SOUTHERN REGION 


OPENING the Ministry of Works Build- 

ing Plant Exhibition at Hills Meadow, 
Reading, on June 24, Mr. J. R. BEVINs, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry, 
said:— 

This exhibition, the first of its kind to be 
held in the southern counties, is yet another 
illustration of the importance and the pro- 
gressive character of the building and civil 
engineering industries. To-day, these in- 
dustries employ ong and a half million men. 
They are bigger than mining or agriculture. 
Last year their output reached the almost 
astronomical figure of £1,750 million. 

In the southern region alone, no less than 
86,000 operatives are employed. And they 
are engaged in a great diversity of work— 
in the building of new houses, now running 
at a record figure; in building research 
2stablishments and oil refineries; in con- 
structing the Bracknell New Town and heal- 
ing the scarred areas of Portsmouth and 
Southampton. 

Splendid as this record is, we must not be 
self-satisfied. For so much remains to be 
done that we must use every device at hand 
‘0 produce quicker and cheaper building. 
How can this be done? 


OUTPUT IN AMERICA 

This exhibition, with its great range of 
building machinery, demonstrates one way— 
the exploitation of modern engineering tech- 
niques. On this site to-day there are 60 firms 
exhibiting their products. They provide not 
only for the building adventurers who, with 
their bridges and harbours and great public 
works, are changing the faces and fortunes 
of distant lands, but also for the thousands 
of small builders who are doing so much 
at home. 


I am told that across the Atlantic the 
horse-power per building worker is five times 


Dap 





A building erected by the grid arch 
system as developed by Kwikform, Ltd. 


what it is here. In the US the age of the 
pick and shovel is dead: in Britain it seems 
to be dying a slow, lingering death. 

Here, too, you are holding apprentice craft 
competitions and showing the work of the 
technical colleges which are doing such fine 
work. These efforts reveal that pride in 
craftsmanship and standards which we prize 
so highly. 

In this, too, there is a significance which 
we should be foolish to ignore. Let us re- 
member that, however important the equip- 
ment and the tools of industry may be—and 
indeed we are not here to discount their 
value—we must never fall into the trap of 
thinking that better mechanical techniques 
in themselves. will lead us into an industrial 
paradise. 

For human beings are not preoccupied 
solely with what they can produce and what 
they can earn. And they are not much 
worried by the fear of unemployment today. 


The carrot and the stick is a doctrine for 
donkeys, not for human beings: in the in- 
dustrial sense, it belongs to an era which is 
as dead as the dodo. 


The men in industry to-day are interested 
above all else in their status in industry. 
This comes from so many things—the con- 
geniality in the atmosphere in which they 
work: whether they are equipped with the 
best tools for the job: their pride of 
work: the confidence and frankness that 
exists as between management and men: 
the feeling that they are in the team. 


The good worker is entitled to status and 
respect, no less than managements. What 
we must constantly strive after is this com- 
bination of the right spirit in industry with 
the intelligent use of modern techniques and 
machinery. This exhibition points the way. 


REVIEW OF PLANT 


Some of the equipment featured in the ex- 
hibition was being shown for the first time, 
such as the Végele concrete road finisher on 
the stand of Abelson and Co. (Engineers), 
Ltd. This new machine of German design 
was displayed alongside the Buildmaster 
tower crane which has already been adopted 
in this country, not only on building siies 
but also by various other industries in which 
materials have to be handled at great heights 
and over a wide radius. 

One of the latest machines helpirg to 
speed the housing drive is an hydraulically 
operated “ overloader,” which can lift sand 
in 15 cwt. loads at the rate of four loads a 
minute. The overloader is so called because 
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Section of a.Kwikform flexible beam. 
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it grabs a load of sand or similar material 
and passes it straight over itself to the 
lorry following behind. Time is saved by 
the absence of any swinging booms from 
side to side. 


The overloader, which was exhibited by 
F. E. Wetherill, Ltd., is mounted on rubber 
tyres and can travel at about 15 miles per 
hour from job to job, thus saving consider- 
able time on large building sites. 


A builder’s hoist which lifts a half-ton 
load of bricks to the bricklayer working at 
any height up to 100 ft. was one of the 
machines demonstrated on the. stand of 
British Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd. The hoist 
is supplied in a standard height of 20ft. 
Extensions are easily added to bring the hoist 
up to the required height. Petrol, diesel or 
electric power units are supplied... Mounted 
on rubber-tyred wheels, the machine is com- 
pletely mobile and can be moved with ease 
over rough site ground by two men. 


BRICK BORER 


A machine which will bore holes up to 
6 in. in diameter through solid brickwork to 
a depth of more than a foot was exhibited 
by Adam and Harvey (Rapid Hammer), Ltd. 
It weighs only 12 lbs. and is usable for many 
other operations, including pointing brick- 
work or cutting channels for laying conduits. 


A portable electric saw that will rip 
lengthwise through a piece of 2 in. by 4 in. 
timber nearly 20 times as fast as a hand- 
worked saw—so fast the eye can barely see 
its revolutions—was shown by Black and 
Decker, Ltd. Using standard voltages, the 
saw has a cutting depth of 34 in. and weighs 
only about 15 pounds. : 


Speedier organisation on the site is an im- 
portant factor in attaining greater produc- 
tion and faster output. Terrapin Dwellings, 
Ltd. showed mobile buildings suitable for 
site workshops or drawing offices. They can 
be brought to the site on an ordinary lorry, 
be unfolded and put up ready for any such 
use in one hour. Built of steel-reinforced 
timber, these mobile factory-built accom- 
modation units arrive fitted with every essen- 
tial service, such as plumbing, electricity and 
heating already installed. Ninety-nine per 
cent. of all work required to make it into 
a usable building is done in the factory. 


On the Kwikform, Ltd. stand the grid 
arch system of construction was demon- 
strated. By this system buildings can be 
constructed with a clear span up to 40 ft. 
to all lengths to suit requirements. The firm’s 
pre-cast concrete flexible beam units which 
are used in this method of construction can 
be made on site by local labour from local 
materials. 


ROYAL VISIT TO TWICKENHAM 


The King and Queen of Sweden paid 
an informal visit on June 29 to the Butts 
Farm Estate at Hanworth, Middlesex. They 
were met by a party including the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Twickenham, Councillor 
and Mrs. H. F. Inkpen; the chairman of the 
Housing Committee, Alderman C. E. 
Hastings; the Borough Engineer, Mr. A. S. 
Knolles, MICE, AMTPI; and the Housing 
Officer, Mr. C. V. Smee. This 114-acres 
estate is within the urban district of Feltham 
and the land was purchased by the Twicken- 
ham Corporation to meet post-war housing 
needs consequent upon the shortage of land 
within the borough. When completed it will 
provide accommodation for over 1,000 
families, together with church, schools, com- 
munity hall and shopping centre. 
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SLUM CLEARANCE 
Minister Calls for Action 


ADDRESSING the annual conference of 

the Urban District Councils Associa- 
tion at Eastbourne on June 25, Mr. HAROLD 
MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, called upon local authorities to 
make an immediate start with the replace- 
ment of slums and the remedying of unfit 
houses. He asked for programmes for the 
first five years, and added, “ Many local 
authorities should be able to solve their slum 
problems in five years or so without invoking 
their powers to defer demolition at all. I will 
certainly expect these authorities to do so. I 
hope that most urban districts will come into 
this category.” 

Mr. Macmillan said that not all local 
authorities would be able to re-assess the 
entire problem within 12 months or to pre- 
pare a final definite and complete pro- 
gramme for dealing with their unfit houses. 

** I expect no more than an estimate of the 
total problem—the best estimate that can be 
made—and of the time it will take to deal 
with the problem, plus a more detailed pro- 
gramme for the first five years,” he said. 

“T will have to consider each case having 
regard to the size of the problem and to the 
building resources available in the locality. 
In preparing these proposals for the replace- 
ment of slums each local authority will have 
to make a re-appraisal of its housing need. 

“The allocation of new housing to slum 
replacement means necessarily that fewer 
houses can be provided for general needs, 
since the total programme is not indefinitely 
expandable. I know that this may create diffi- 
cult problems in many areas, but I must ask 
you to approach the problem with one fact 
prominently in mind. Local authorities and 
local authorities alone can clear and rehouse 
the slums, while the general housing need 
can be, as it was to a great extent before the 
war, met by private enterprise, freed as it 
now is from many of the restraints of licen- 
sing control, and assisted, as I sincerely hope 
it will be, by the facilities which local authori- 
ties and building societies can offer to poten- 
tial house purchasers.” 


SAVING OLDER HOUSES 


The Minister told the conference that he 
had two special types of saving to commend 
to their urgent attention—the saving of the 
nation’s stock of sound, older houses, and the 
saving of land and the reclamation of dere- 
lict land. He said: 

“To-day we have got that elbow room in 
our housing drive which allows us to spread 
our building materials over the old houses 
as well as the new. We might call this a 
New Deal for our Older Houses, for they 
deserve a new deal. 

““ We must produce new homes from our 
older houses—by converting them into con- 
venient flats, or by improving them to meet 
modern needs—by giving them bathrooms, 
modern fireplaces, modern kitchens, and so 
on. 

“T want to arouse property owners to the 
need for modernising well-built older pro- 
perty, and I want to encourage them to take 
the financial help which is available in the 
form of grants.” 

The Minister said the attack on the prob- 
lem of older houses was twofold—by conver- 
sion into flats of stoutly built older houses 
which were too large and too inconvenient 
for modern conditions; and by improvement 
of smaller houses, of which there were count- 
less thousands, many of them with no bath- 
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room and no hot water supply, and with in- 
adequate kitchens, and wasteful and smoky 
heating systems. 

Turning to the problem of saving land 
and reclaiming derelict land, Mr. Macmillan 
said: 

“In this small island with a huge popula- 
tion we cannot afford to be lavish with land. 
More houses can mean less food if we use 
valuable land simply because it provides 
easy sites. I say to every housing and plan- 
ning authority, ‘The time has come to fill 
up the gaps in our towns, to use the less easy 
sites, and to look for land to reclaim.’ 

“I have seen one estimate which puts the 
amount of derelict land up and down the 
country at 100,000 acres or more; spoil heaps, 
old quarries and gravel pits, abandoned in- 
dustrial sites and the like—much of which 
modern bulldozing machinery can bring back 
into usefulness. 

“Where it is too difficult or too costly to 
reclaim land we can at least transform some 
of the eyesores by planting—so that our pit 
heaps become green hills. The National 
Coal Board and the Forestry Commission are 
experimenting to increase knowledge of the 
most suitable types of trees and plants to 
clothe spoil heaps in different climates and 
conditions. And a great deal is being done 
by the British Electricity Authority, the Coal 
Board, local authorities and private firms to 
avoid new horrors by judicious tipping and 
quarrying.” 


HOUSE-BUILDERS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


Annual Luncheon 


MPHE housing needs of the people could 

not be met unless private enterprise 
and the owner-occupier were restored to the 
position they held before the war, said Mr. 
HaROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, when he spoke as 
the guest of honour at the annual luncheon 
of the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council, held at the Dorchester, London, 
on June 24. 

The Council, he said, was taking up the 
work which it launched in the two years 
before the war, and its aims must be worthy 
of wholehearted support. The constitution 
of the Council was then, and is now, a 
sound one, for it contained representatives 
of all those who were interested in a high 
standard of house-building. 

Mr. Macmillan referred to the Council’s 
certificate as the hall-mark of high standards, 
and anything he or his department could 
do to publicise its work they would use 
all in their power to do. 

He went on to speak of the need for 
good design. He could remember a time 
when a council house was a rather dull 
and dreary place and no one wanted to 
live in them; now everyone wanted to live 
in them. He thought it would be necessary 
to meet, in private enterprise, a rather higher 
degree of aesthetic appearance. In this con- 
nection he referred to the housing medals 
awarded to local authorities and said he 
hoped that a similar competition could be 
held for privately built houses. 


THE COUNCIL’S AIMS 


At the annual meeting earlier in the day, 
Mr. ANDREW STEWART, chairman of the 
Council, said we had now reached a stage 
when competition was again beginning to 
appear in the selling of new houses. Whilst 
he welcomed this competition, he sincerely 
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hoped that it would be competition of the 
right kind and that any resultant reduction 
in prices, something that he fervently hoped 
for and which seemed long in coming, would 
not be at the expense of good building. It 
was imperative, and everyone was agreed that 
in the national interest the expanding pro- 
gramme of new houses built for sale must 
be accompanied by the maintenance of good 
standards. He continued: 

“In this connection the Minister of Hous- 
ing attaches great importance to the National 
House - Builders’ Registration Council’s 
scheme. There is a condition attached to 
every application for a licence as to the 
quality of materials and workmanship, and 
the instructions to local authorities state that 
‘the general specification and the amount 
of supervision exercised should be equiva- 
lent to those laid down in the scheme 
operated by the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council.’ It is important, there- 
fore, that purchasers should, in their own 
interest, ensure that this condition is met. 

“House-builders registered with the 
Council undertake not only to build to the 
Council’s specification but to submit all 
houses built by them to regular inspection 
during construction by the Council’s sur- 
veyors. On satisfactory completion a certifi- 
cate to this effect is issued to the builders, 
who pass it on to the purchaser, together 
with their guarantee to make good free of 
cost any defects due to non-compliance with 
the specification which are reported within 
a period of two years. It is a simple matter, 
therefore, for the purchaser to obtain valu- 
able protection by insisting as a condition 
of purchase that the builder obtains and 
passes on to him the certificate and guaran- 
tee. In any event, he should make it a 
condition of purchase that the house is built 
in accordance with the Registration Council’s 
specification.” 


RENT ADJUSTMENTS 


Inquiry into Tenants’ Incomes 


To ENABLE the rents of their dwellings to 
be adjusted fairly, Kensington’s housing and 
town planning committee have recommended 
that a form of inquiry should be sent to each 
of the council’s tenants requesting up-to-date 
details of their incomes. 

In putting forward this’ recommendation 
the committee states: —‘‘ After Government 
subsidy, and the contribution which the 
council are required to make from the general 
rate have been taken into account, the coun- 
cil’s housing properties as a whole are still 
being run at a loss, and in order to avoid a 
general increase in the rents to make up this 
deficiency, we are engaged on the preparation 
of a differential rent scheme which we can 
recommend to the council for adoption as a 
fair and equitable system, and one which 
will not involve hardship for the tenants. 

“It is essential, however, for the comple- 
tion of the scheme, and in order that we shall 
be in a position accurately to forecast its 
effect upon the housing revenue account, that 
we should be in possession of up-to-date 
details of the mcomes of the tenants.” 


DESIGNERS’ CONFERENCE 


The 12th designers’ conference of the 
Interior Decoration Division of the British 
Colour Council will be held in Glasgow 
from September 16 to 21. The conference 
has been arranged to coincide with the 
Scottish Industries Exhibition in Glasgow, 
and will take place a month earlier thad 
usual. 








all 
om 
pet 


the 
inc 


wr 


sol 





2 1954 


of the 
duction 
; hoped 
, would 
ing. It 
eed that 
ng pro- 
le must 
of good 


f Hous- 
National 
‘ouncil’s 
ched to 
to the 
1ip, and 
ate that 
amount 
equiva- 
scheme 
Builders’ 
it, there- 
eir Own 
met. 

th the 
d to the 
mit all 
spection 
il’s sur- 
a certifi- 
builders, 
together 
free of 
nce with 
1 within 
» matter, 
in valu- 
ondition 
‘ins and 
guaran- 
ike it a 
» is built 
Souncil’s 


TS 


mes 


llings to 
ising and 
nmended 
it to each 
p-to-date 


.endation 
vernment 
hich the 
ie general 
the coun- 
are still 
» avoid a 
e up this 
eparation 
1 We can 
‘tion as a 
ne which 
snants. 

» comple- 
t we shall 
recast its 
ount, that 
ip-to-date 
ts: 


e of the 
he British 
Glasgow 
onference 
with the 
Glasgow, 
rlier thaD 





July 2 1954 





THE BUILDER 


WORK EASED 
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BRICKY’S PLEASED 


using 





FEBMIX ADMIX 


(PATENT APPLIED FOR) 


MASONRY MORTAR 


Masonry Mortar is made by mixing “FEBMIX ADMIX” with Sand and 
Cement; it supersedes other mortars because it— 





SAVES MONEY—the addition of Febmix Admix 
allows the cement content to be halved or the lime to be 
omitted, thus saving 8 cwts. of cement or 800 Ibs. of lime 
per 1 gall. of Febmix Admix used. 

SAVES TIME—tThe “Fatty” working consistency of 
the mortar reduces the labour effort “in application and 
increases rate of output. 


IMPROVES—the mortar has a high resistance to 


frost attack and prevents the penetration of driving rain. 
It is not prone to cracking and crazing, and has great 
strength of adhesion. 

1S SUITABLE—For internal and also external renderings, 


cement pavings, bedding and pointing, brick and stonework, 
and for fixing tiles. 


@ BEWARE OF IMITATIONS e 


write for technical brochure 


SOUTHERN OFFICE: 


TUDOR PARADE, 
NORTHERN OFFICE: 





LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER 21 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


HOU 0082 
Chorlton 1063 
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provincial factories by selected Licensees, ensures easy and personal 


' Manufactured in London by The Rapid Floor Company itd., and in 
attention to your requirements. 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY LTD 


AFRICA HOUSE +» KINGSWAY -° LONDON ° W.C.2. __ Tel.: HOLborn 3274-5 


LICENSEES: 
% Rapid Floors (Wessex) Limited, 17, George Street, Bath (West of England) ‘Phone: Bath 3534 


% John Ellis & Sons Limited, 21, New Walk, Leicester (North Midlands) ‘Phone: Leicester 56682 

% Kingston Concrete Products Limited, Ryde Avenue, Hull (North of England) ‘Phone: Central 8414 (Pt. Bch. Exch.) 
% Price & Company (Glasgow) Limited, Inchinnan Road, Renfrew (Scotland) "Phone: Renfrew 2242/3 
% Woolaway Constructions Limited, Lanelay Works, Pontyclun, Glamorgan (S. Wales) ‘Phone: Pontyclun 356 


% Tarmac Limited, Vinculum Department, Ettingshall, Wolverhampton (West Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 
‘Phone: Bilston 41101 and at Littlehampton 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDING 
ESTIMATORS 


Discussion on Wages Structure 


At the third general meeting of the 

London and Home Counties Region of 
the Institute of Building Estimators, the 
question under consideration was “ Does the 
building industry need a new wages struc- 
ture?” 

The chair was taken by Mr. L. A. TAYLOR, 
president of the Institution, who welcomed 
Mr. H. K. Catford, president of the London 
Branch of the Valuers Institution, and in- 
troduced the subject, drawing attention to 
the growing dissatisfaction in some circles 
with the present wages structure and ex- 
pressing the hope that the discussion would 
bring out constructive opinions and sugges- 
tions. 

The first speaker to the question was MR. 
L. J. BRADSHAW, who put the point of view 
of the employers, speaking personally as a 
director of a firm of contractors. He said 
that in his opinion the small fixed differen- 
tial between the rates for craftsmen and 
labourers gave little encouragement for a 
man to become skilled in a trade, and failed 
to attract apprentices to the trades. The two 
possible solutions were (a) to raise the rate 


-for craftsmen or (b) to lower the rate for 


labourers. He could not see the latter being 
accepted, and therefore advocated the in- 
troduction of a graded wages structure for 
craftsmen, under which an operative would 
receive an appropriate premium for his skill 
in production and experience. He aiso 
thought that some difference in’ rate should 
be made between ordinary labourers and 
tradesmen’s labourers. He advocated that 
this grading should be done by the employers 
in conjunction with the unions, in such a 
way that a man might advance from the 
lower grades to the upper, and eventually 
to the supervisory jobs, if he showed him- 
self possessed of the necessary skill and 
application. 

Putting the point of view of the estimator, 
Mr. K. M. L. Hilt, chairman of the Region, 
spoke of the present difficulty of knowing 
what rate of production to expect from the 
workmen, and urged the adoption of some 
system which would encourage production 
without raising the cost of building to a 
prohibitive level. He felt that the important 
thing was to obtain an economic balance 
between the rate paid and the production 
given. 


UNIONS’ VIEWS 


Mr. E. L. Jones, regional secretary of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, speaking to the official view of 
the unions he represented, opposed any sug- 
gestion of removing the fixed differential, 
but agreed that some grading of tradesmen 
might be desirable. He thought, however, 


that this was a matter for the individual em-. 


ployer, who should pay a man such extra 
rate as he found him to be worth. If 
grading were introduced, as suggested by 
Mr. Bradshaw, it might become difficult for 
the higher grades to find work during periods 
of recession. He felt that real craftsmen 
got a satisfaction out of their work, which 
could not be measured in terms of money, 
and they had a greater enjoyment of life by 
reason of their skill. He emphasised that it 
was necessary for the workmen to be. able to 
trust their employers. 

During the discussion which followed, it 
was emphasised that the trust must 
mutual, and employers should be able to 
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trust ‘their operatives to give a fair day’s 
work for a fair day’s pay. In reply to 
questions, Mr. Jones stated that he did not 
consider that the bonus scheme was a suc- 
cess, in that it did not completely reward 
individual effort, and was uncertain. He 
felt that the workmen preferred to know 
with certainty what they would be drawing 
at the end of the week. 

After the chairman had wound up the dis- 
cussion, a vote was taken, and it was agreed 
that a new wages structure was desirable. 


FIRE RESEARCH 


Report for 1953 


PTHE work of the Fire Research Station 

during last year is described in “ Fire 
Research, 1953,” published by the Stationery 
Office for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, price 2s. 6d. The 
report also includes the report of the Fire 
Research Board and that of the Director of 
Fire Research. 

The work of the Station during the year 
included the study of the behaviour of 
building materials when subjected to fire, 
the carrying out of experiments on flam- 
mability and experimental studies of 
methods and media for extinguishing fires. 
With the co-operation of the Birmingham 
City Fire Brigade, full-scale trials were made 
of the effectiveness of water jets and sprays 
in bringing fires under control. Basic 
studies during the year covered such sub- 
jects as the spontaneous heating and smoul- 
dering of materials. Work continued for the 
Factory Department of the Ministry of 
Labour on dust explosions. 

It has now been found possible to extinguish 
fires in petrol storage tanks by introducing 
foam into the tank through the supply lines 
existing at the base of the tanks. The tech- 
nique has already been used successfully in 
dealing with fires in tanks of oil fuel, but 
much experimentation, both in this country 
and the United States, had to be done before 
it could be applied satisfactorily to petrol 
tank fires. 


CONCRETE FIRE-RESISTANCE 


The work on the behaviour of concrete 
has included tests of the behaviour of pre- 
stressed concrete at high temperatures, made 
at the Fire Research Station on beams of 
half scale. These have been extended by 
the US National Bureau of Standards to 
beams of larger scale. The results so far 
obtained on beams of 4/5 scale confirm 
those obtained by the Station on the smaller 
scales. The creep characteristics and ulti- 
mate strength of hard drawn steel prestress- 
ing wire over a wide range of temperatures 
is being studied in co-operation with the 
National Physical Laboratory. Experiments 
have been made in which small specimens 
of concrete are heated to predetermined 
temperatures and then crushed while still in 
the furnace. 

The analysis of annual fire statistics 
carried out by the station is providing valu- 
able information about many types of fire 
and their causes. This information is being 
used in the study of the effect of the intro- 
duction of non-traditional methods of house 
building on the fire situation in this country. 
Whereas earlier reports indicated that some 
innovations in building construction had 
been responsible for a more rapid develop- 
ment of fire, it is now apparent that correc- 
tive measures, to which fire .research con- 
tributed, have ‘been successful in reducing the 
rate of incidence of serious -fires. 
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LMBA 
Visit by American Homebuilders 


HE LMBA’s Registered Housebuilders” 

Committee, of which Alderman A. W. 
Curton is chairman, entertained a party of 
members from the National Association of 
Home Builders of the US, and their ladies, 
who are investigating housing conditions in 
Great Britain, on a tour of housing sites in 
North London last week. The party was 
led by Mr. George Nixon, of Chicago, a 
past-president of the NAHB, and included 
the woman director of a building firm in 
Cincinnati. Accompanying them were the 
president and vice-president of the Federa- 
tion of Registered Housebuilders. 


The party visited two estates in Edgware 
and Mill Hill, and after lunch at Chigwell 
toured an estate where some 160 houses 
are under construction. Some of the houses 
are completed and in occupation, and the 
visitors were able to inspect them and talk 
to the occupants, 


Great interest was expressed in the design 
of the houses and in the layout of the sites. 


Submission of Tenders 


Tue LMBA state in the current issue of 
their Information Service that at a recent 
meeting of the Association’s Liaison Com- 
mittee with the Hertfordshire County Coun- 
cil, in a discussion on tendering procedure, 
the County Architect referred to:— 


(a) Contractors who find themselves 
faced with the problem of being invited 
to tender for work at a time when other 
commitments make it impossible for them 
to do so; 

(b) Contractors who have accepted an 
invitation to tender, but, when the tender 
documents arrive, find that circumstances 
prevent the submission of a tender by the 
date required. 


The County Architect wala out, in the 
case of (a), that contractors who wrote 
explaining the position would in no way 
prejudice future opportunities, and (b) that 
the withdrawal, with an appropriate explana- 
tion, even at a late hour, would be regarded - 
more favourably than an attempt to adopt 
another expedient in such circumstances, 
which might be misinterpreted. 


LMBA Draw with Blue Circle 


THE ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH between the 
LMBA and the Blue Circle Club at Bromley 
provided an exciting finish, The LMBA 
batted first and were all out for 146 (A. F. 
Wallis 40 and W. C. Burton 32). The Blue 
Circle went in to bat at four o’clock, and 
at six o’clock the score was 118 for 5 (R. W. 
Gallatly 73). In the next half-hour the Blue 
Circle lost the next four wickets to Garrett 
for the addition of only six runs, and with 
only one wicket in hand and three minutes 
to go it looked like a victory for the LMBA. 
But time only allowed for one over, and 
the Blue Circle closing batsmen held their 
ground. The match, therefore, ended in ‘a 
draw, with the Blue Circle 21 behind at 125 
for nine (B. J. Garrett 6 for 27). 


FIRST BLOOD AT BOWLS 


Meanwhile, the LMBA’s newly formed 
bowling team was celebrating its first 
appearance in the field with.a win against 
the Blue Circle by 70 shots to 65 in a three- 
rink game. 
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ACCIDENT ON BUILDING 
SITE 
London Builders Fined £30 


S a sequel to an accident which occurred 
during the rebuilding of the bombed 
church hall and rectory at St. Clement’s- 
street, London, N7, in January, when a lump 
of concrete weighing about 600 lb. fell on 
to a labourer, Michael Grealis, of Holm- 
brook-street, E9, Messrs. W. Loweth and 
Sons, Ltd., builders, of 67, Downs Park- 
road, E8, were fined £30 at North London 
Magistrates’ Court, on June 25, on an 
adjourned summons under the Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948. The summons alleged that during 
excavation work, adequate steps had not 
been taken to prevent danger to Grealis 
from the fall of concrete footing, so that, 
in consequence, he suffered bodily injury. 

The evidence had been heard at a pre- 
vious hearing when Grealis said he was 
taking earth from underneath the footing 
when a piece of the concrete broke and fell 
on him. 

The defendant company pleaded not guilty, 
and their counsel contended that they had 
adopted a method advocated by a prosecu- 
tion witness that the concrete should be 
broken off in small pieces, and suggested 
that Grealis had failed to do this. 

The Magistrate (Mr. W. Blake Odgers, 
QC), giving his decision, on June 25, said 
that however free from any personal 
responsibility the directors of this company 
might be, what stuck in his mind was the 
fact that they were represented on the site 
by a foreman, who, according to the 
evidence, was walking round the place all 
the morning. The foreman turned Grealis 
and another man on to excavating under 
this slab of concrete. According to one of 
the men, the accident happened at 2.30 p.m. 
and the foreman had been round after the 
lunch break.” The defendants must be 
responsible for any lack of due care on the 
part of their foreman. He would have 
thought that anybody in charge would have 
seen that the further the men tunnelled 
under the concrete the more danger there 
was that a piece would break off by reason 
of its own weight. 


PLUMBERS SUE BUILDERS FOR 
£12,000 
Judgment in Birmingham Case 


A CASE in which a Birmingham firm of 

heating and plumbing contractors sued 
a Shirley, Birmingham, building contractor 
for £12,000, the building contractor resist- 
ing this claim and counter-claiming £7,300, 
opened at the Dudley County Court on 
June 21, before the Official Referee, His 
Henour W. K. Carter, QC. 

The plaintiffs were J. C. Toogood, Ltd., 
of Latimer-street, and they claimed £12,861 
from Rexford (Builders), Ltd., Newborough- 
road, Shirley, for money owed on a series 
of building contracts in Coventry in 1952. 

Rexfords (Builders), Ltd., in their filed 
defence, said that Toogood’s had wrong- 
fully left the site, withdrawing their labour, 
and counter-claimed a total of £7,300. 

Mr. I. Sunderland and Mr. B. Bonfield 
appeared for Toogood’s and Mr. Colin Coley 
and Mr. R. Braine for Rexfords. 

Opening the case, Mr. Sunderland said the 
claim revolved around two invoices, total- 
ling in all slightly over £30,000. Of this 
sum, £18,000 had already been paid by Rex- 
fords, the claim being for the balance due. 
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Toogood’s claimed they were entitled to 
withdraw from the site as the defendants 
were seeking to avoid the specific terms of 
the contract. 

He said that Coventry City Corporation 
insisted, in building contracts, that houses 
should have one all-purpose waste pipe in- 
stead of a multiplicity of waste pipes, and 
that in contracts made by his firm and 
accepted by Rexfords, Toogoods had 
tendered for the fixing only of this pipe 
and not for the cost of the pipe itself. 

As the cost of the pipe itself was some 
£15 per house, said Mr. Sunderland, it could 
be seen that this was a major item in a large 
contract, and they submitted that in the 
price lists this was shown as a prime cost 
and not one for tender. 

It was found after the case started at 
Dudley that some solicitors in the case had 
not enough room for their papers and the 
Official Referee had it moved to Birming- 
ham, when he learned that the Civil Assize 
Court was available in the city. 

The case was a very lengthy one and at 
the completion of the evidence, the Official 
Referee gave judgment for J. C. Toogood, 
Ltd., for £10,822 with costs against Rex- 
ford’s, Ltd., of Shirley. 

On the counter-claim for £7,000 Rexford’s 
were given judgment for £1,331 with costs. 

A stay of execution for 21 days pending 
consideration of an appeal was granted, pro- 
viding £5,000 was paid into court. 


COUNCIL’S OBJECTION TO 
CESSPOOL DRAINAGE 
Builder’s Unsuccessful Appeal 


(THE Woodstock, Oxfordshire, magistrates 

have dismissed an appeal by a builder, 
Mr. Bernard Thomas Smith, of Watford, 
against the decision of the Ploughley RDC, 
to refuse permission for houses to be built 
on the Aysgarth Estate at Yarnton. The 
Council’s objection was based on the ground 
that the proposed cesspools for the houses 
would become a danger to health. 

Mr. Frank Whitworth, counsel for the 
appellant, said the action was brought as a 
test case. Plans for the proposed houses 
were deposited in March of this year and 
included cesspool drainage. They were re- 
jected on the ground that the cesspools con- 
stituted a danger to health. but, said Mr. 
Whitworth, a cesspool was one of the 
Council’s prescribed forms of drainage. 
Some of the houses on the estate had septic 
tanks. which had been approved by the 
Council. He submitted that the alternative 
forms of drainage would throw an intoler- 
able burden on the owners of the houses. 
Counsel then referred to the Council’s vlan 
for a £50.000 sewerage scheme for Yarnton 
and said that the cesspools could be built so 
that they could be drained off to the main 
sewer when it was laid. 

Mr. Whitworth submitted that in law the 
Council was not entitled to require water- 
borne sewage disposal. The cesspool met 
the requirements of their by-laws and they 
must accent it. 

Mr. William H. C. Cripps, architect and 
surveyor, said that cesspools would be a 
better form of drainage there as the subsoil 
was unsuitable for septic tanks. 

Mr. E. K. Truman, representing the 
Ploughley RDC, said that a cesspool for 
each pair of the 41 houses was proposed. 
They were planned 25 ft. from the houses, 
in the front garden. 

Mr. Jack William Martin, engineer and 
surveyor to the Council, said that the site 
had been considered for council houses, but 
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because of the difficulties of drainage they 
had decided not to go ahead with the 
development. The Council, he said, had 
adopted a by-law that cesspools should not 
be in such proximity to a dwelling-house as 
to be liable to be a source of nuisance and a 
danger to health. The minimum distance 
from.the houses he would like to see the 
cesspools was 40 ft. 

Mr. Whitworth, addressing the magistrates, 
said that if the Council wished the houses 
to be 40 ft. from the cesspool, his client 
was prepared to re-site the houses. 

Mr. Truman, replying on behalf of the 
Council, said that the cesspools were liable 
to become a nuisance and a danger to health 
and asked that the appeal be dismissed. 

The Duke of Marlborough, who presided, 
said, in dismissing the appeal, that the 
magistrates hoped that the parties would 
get together and agree upon a form of drain- 
age suitable to the Council. 

Mr. Whitworth asked for leave to appeal. 


PERMISSION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
Direction to Local Authorities 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has issued to all local pjan- 
ning authorities the Town and Country 
Planning (Development Plans) Direction, 
1954. The Direction is accompanied by 
Circular No. 45/54, which amplifies its 
meaning. The text is as follows:— 

1. A local planning authority is hereby 
authorised to grant permission for develop- 
ment of land which does not accord with 
the provisions of the development plan in 
any case where in their opinion the develop- 
ment authorised by the permission, if carried 
out in accordance with the conditions, if 
any, to be imposed, would neither involve a 
substantial departure from the provisions of 
the plan nor injuriously affect the amenity 
of adjoining land. 

2. (1) In any other case, before granting 
permission for development which does not 
accord with the provisions of the develop- 
ment plan a local planning authority shall 
send to the Minister a copy of the applica- 
tion made to them and of any plans and 
drawings which accompanied it, together 
with a statement of the reasons for which 
they desire to grant the permission and of 
the conditions, if any, which they propose 
to impose, and shall not grant permission 
for that development until the expiration of 
21 days (or such shorter period as he may 
in any particular case appoint) from the 
date on which such copy is received by the 
Minister. 

(2) Failing any direction from the Mini- 
ster within the said period the local planning 
authority shall be authorised to grant per- 
mission for that development at the 
expiration of that period. 

3. It shall be a condition of the authori- 
sation given by the preceding paragraphs of 


this direction that where the permission is | 


to be granted by a council to whom 
functions of a local planning authority are 
for the time being delegated, the concurrence 
in writing of the local planning authority 
shall be obtained before the grant of such 
permission, and in a case falling under para- 
graph 2 shall be notified to the Minister 
with the other matters referred to in that 
paragraph. 

4. As soon as may be after granting any 
permission for development which does not 
accord with the provisions of the develop- 
ment plan, the authority shall furnish to the 
Minister a copy of such permission. 
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DURABLE, FIRE-SAFE, ECONOMICAL — AND AVAILABLE NOW 


Fibreglass Limited, Ravenhead, Si. Helens, Lancs. (St. Helens 4224) 
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word for this .. . 


A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 
evolved a theory which brought fame to 
him and sleepless nights to generations of 
school boys. The details escape us now 
but there was along word “‘ hypotenuse ”’ 
and something about triangles, right 
angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler, 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You don’t need a 
brain like Pythagoras 
to fix it either, just a 
single tap with a 
hammer to secure or 
release it. We don’t 
know what the Greeks 
would have called it. 


FABRICATED 


NO-BOLT 


SWIVEL COUPLER 
Type S.S. 


it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 
Write for details. 


* 


No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 


‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generally used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 
it’s also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 
on stairs or stands, 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 





but we do know that. 
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Seelastik is a neutral coloured sealing 
compound. It adheres tenaciously to 
all clean and dry surfaces. After 24 
hours weathering it acquires a. tough 
protective skin which can be painted. 
Beneath this skin Seelastik remains 
soft and pliable and will not become 
brittle or hard. ° These qualities enable 
Seelastik to provide a _ watertight 
durable Seal in all forms of traditional 
and prefabricated building construction 
even when the joints are subject to 
differential movement due to shrinkage, 
temperature change or vibration. 


Seelastik will not crack, 
crumble, Hake or tall out 





The EXPANDITE hand or air-pressure 
GUN applies a neat bead or fillet of 
Seelastik in far less time than it takes to 
do the same work with putty or cement. 


EXPANDITE LIMITED 
CHASE ROAD, LONDON, N.W.I0. Tel: ELGar 432! 
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THE BUILDER 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


[= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials' should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand 
Washed Sand . 
2 in. Shingle 
2? in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze eas 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site ae ade 
1 to 6 tons, site ee 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to awe 9d. - ton. 

White gig Cement 
Under 1 t 

417 Camus (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, whens asian at Railway Depot, 
London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is-still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton — to sites in W. . 
District Commons ... 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics ... 

Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) a 

3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 

23 in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 


(London Sites) 
21 > Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
ites) 
<> Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 
ites 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) Be 
2g in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Malti Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ous 


£ 

per yd. 1 

” 1 

” 1 

per ton 2 

” 4 

29 5 

” 5 

” 5 

” 6 

” 12 
per cwt. 

per ton 6 

ee 14 

” 5 

per 1,000 11 

» 10 

9 8 

” 5 

” 3 

” 5 

” 6 

” 6 

” 6 

” 7 

Ja 24 

” 25 

” 22 

” 10 

” 9 

% 22 

” 27 

” 13 

” 13 

Pe 14 

i 14 

2 13 


17 
15 


7 
7 
6 
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2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) aad 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... 2 
Headers - 
Quoins, Bullnose and aan in. - Flats 
Double Stretchers ... 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. 


Other 


per 1,000 14 


— hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 


plus 74% less 10% for Second quality 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLLtow CLay PARTITION BLocxs (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. 
24 in. a 140 yds. 
3 in. ead = ..- 120 yds. aa eee 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. « éce 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. 100 yds. 
23 in. aaa as 85 yds. 
<j) “eer ue sce 
4 in. 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 
a in. ads aa ane daa aes 
4 in. Load bearing quality ni ‘a 
FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. thesia 12 in. seen in full 


lorry-loads ... 
4in. Ge. cas 
Sin. do. 
6 in. ao ese ae aa wad ae 
7 in. Gy kx. aa sad «ie $id a 
8 in. do. ats aaa 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


. per yd. sup. 


per 1,000 31 
” 34 
us 39 
ee 46 
” 54 
os 61 


29 


°o 
cococoocoo a & 


AUl& 
NOAw 


Aunrhw 
NON 


— 
—OONN 
NNWK Uw 


10 9 
13 0 
7 0 
16 0 
i 
15 0 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


Over 2tons under 2 tons tone 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% 1 ee 
B.S.S. Best - do. +10% +674% +10% +973% tio° +1073% 
Tested Quality +374%44675% +373%4+974% +374% +1074° %, 
BS.S. Tested do.  +474°%+6732 +473%+974% +474°% + 1074/2 
3 in. Land Drain aoe (a 12 in. scapes per 1,000 10 8 % 
4 in. do. aa 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. a . per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — aa 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered pana area ,, a2 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ws 9 4 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine = B.R. 
Southern Region * eee 2 7 1k 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area Ga per ft. sup. 6 2 
lj in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described aae - 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. xX 3in. Rubbed, — eee and 
stooled cills : «. perft.cube 3 1 9 
12in. X 6in. do. “do. ‘ a 243 
12 in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... a 114 0 
12 in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ,, 2: 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. ee a ais ¢ 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face « ae 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STO NE—continued £ os, 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 9 in. 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 10 in. 
brickwork ¥ 1 Sin. 
Hard York— 7in. 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 in. 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. : 
and front ... perft.cube 2 14 in. 1S in. X Sin., 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 1 16 in. 16in. X 8in., 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 18 in. x 7 in., 18 in. x 8 in., 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes __ per yd. sup. 2 = = x ia in. seat 
eel angles average rice sds 
TILES and PANTILES Steel tees average ¢ pr 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 .| Fabricated work delivered London— 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Lincolnshire district “ys cae awe Compound girders 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... Stanchions Be me 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district Compound stanchions eee 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district .. Average prices not for awkward work. 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex sanceadl 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. Stock # in. — —_ wees eee 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ... af 3 in. diam. ais on 
do. Interlocking (49S) fs in. do. ... Ber 
Norte.—Breakage ia transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. # in. do. me 
SLATES 4 in. do. as aoe =e Aa 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MILD STEEL TUBES 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
ge ae Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Class A — 1} 
74° Light + 233% Malleable List — 394%+35% 


12in. x Sin. 

6in, X 44 in., 
8 in. X 4in., 
10 in. x 8 in., 
14 if. x 5}in., 


0 as 
Ts! 
5 


Pre 
es 


OS Ae oe 
5 
: 


KK KK 


55 


ANDWNDOOAAH 
ADADADANDR BAK 


ocooon 


ClassB + 4°) 
ClassC + 233°2 Heavy + 303% 
Black— j 
ClasA — 22% 
Class B — 1a Light + 11% Malleable List — 393% 
Class C + 3 Heavy + 1 84°? 


8 . Ci, HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


TIMBER si — 
Softwood— 34 in. 
Joinery quality oe ... Ex. Wharf per standard =— to £125 4in. 
Carcassing quality do. = £90 to £100 4} in. 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring : £106 0 0 5 in. 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. ee " per ft. cube E 
do. Honduras do... . 3 in. 
European do. ~ 4 34 in. 
Japanese do. A ; 4 in. 
English Logs sawn " 4 in. 
8 in. average S.E. 5 in. ez “oe = sea 
African Logs sawn ; C.L. RAIN-WATER 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) ~ yd. in ° am Bends = 


Delivered London area. 2 in. 

1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel , Pattern 4 in. 24 in. 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 as 3 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. Gin. 3} in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 4in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. cok ee ess 

2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. = wae eee 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sai a ose 

2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i kes =~ 


ACNACOACSOHL 


eee 


5/8 
6/11 1073 


2 in. 
2} ‘in. sts mn an a 
3 in. nai ae aes ee Pm 

33 in. ae wie ie cee oi at 8/11 
4 in. --» 11/63 10/- 

2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in,... eee eee Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 

SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 34 per cent. 


1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft.0in. x 2 woh 0 in. in L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . Bee per yd. In 9-fts. 

~~ 2 Bao 1 rs, st Pe epee 

in. . eee in. eee eee ose . 

2hin. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) oe 6 in. Sh ese CeO ek 31/6 29/7 31/3 
ences Bs 1 maple tkow ts. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 

per 100 sq. ft. Orders over £30 less 174 per — discount. 
in. " 3 in. 


sag age a ai = einai na Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ... per yd. sup a, «. each - ; 
Roofing Felt, io nye oe at is ingle Branches... pas / 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 
Swan Necks 43 in. proj. ,, 2/11 
do. 6m. do. ., 3/2 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. $ in. 5 ih. 
Bes ” Gutters 6-ft. nate beg yd. 3/7 4/8 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... i -. per cwt. Drop ends ... ach 3 3/10 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... .. » StopEnds ... «.. / 1/- 1/ hots: Lae 
METALS Steet Joists, Ere. Angles on “ ry i. 
a Joists— oe ial aie af 
x 5in., 8in. x Sin., 8in. < 6in., 10in. x 6in. mion Clips 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to — delivered London ASBESTOS ane ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS * 
ATCA sane we <a «. per ton 3 in. 4t4in. Sin. 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. ante: bse’ yd. 3/04 3/7 
‘3in. X 1}in. .. one Drop ends ... each 2 2/5 2/8 2/1t 
3 in. X 3 in, 4 in. "x 3in., 5 in. x 2b in. ee Stop ends ... Le / / /it 
4in. xX 12in “ “ Angles ase as 2/il 
4j in. X i? in., 24 in. X "7h in. ois “fe Nozzles ii De 2/8 
Sm: X% 3m, 22m..% 7m. ... bee aes Union Clips $4 1/2 


Lee. ‘Comm Som Pires 
: 7/7 


NN NN Bee 
ao ASO nooo 


do. 2-ply Bsa = oe a aa 

Best Scotch Glue, in slabs aoe ae ... per $ cwt. 
do. pearl .. es eee ie ma 

Croid Glue ace es sak 28 Ib. 

Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) eee «. per ton 
do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) 


ee 
NAMNAANSO HR HK WUWN 
CWOOOOCOOANOAD 


























; Architect to the Council: Dr. J. L. Martin, M.A., Ph.D., F. 
ints: London County Council Principal Housing Architect : H. J. Whitfield Lewis, Esq., A. 


ASHBURTON ESTATE, PUTNEY 


Flats, Maisonettes and Houses comprising 1,250 dwellings 


RUSH & TOMPKINS LTD 


Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
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July 2 1954 
METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£s. d. 
Iron—Staffordshire nema: ae Quiy aaa seat See @ 
Mild Steel Bars ate aaa a A ae Se 
Mild Steel Hoops ... ia ua ‘na ve re: ae 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
s. d. 
Soft sheets C.R. aut c ts — 
20 gauge ... “aa ins ne .- 4614 6 
24 gauge ... ae oa asa ges ae wwe 4h G 
26 gauge ... ane ann SG 
Galvenieed Corrugated sheets 6 fe ‘to 9 ft— 
20 gauge ... ae wo SS 2.4 
24 gauge ... re qe oa ei aie aa 55 12 0 
26 gauge . x wae a se 2 © 
Gabvaniasd Flat sheets ic. R. and c. A. — 
20 gauge ... ~ iia ree oe. See O 
24 gauge ... ina Waa mee sa aie ac are © 
26 gauge ... wie A ais dea ies uaa oe Fe 


PLUMBERS’ BRAss Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
.H. 


All per doz. din. Zin. lin. I}in. fin. 2in. 

Screwdown bib cocks oa 

head for iron 5 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .- 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 

do. with two unions forlead 85/-— 126/-— 223/9 400/-— 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/-— 148/-— 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass deses to 


iron Ke «+ 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
io: in. 1lfin. 2in. Zin. 34$in. 4in. 
Caps and screws vee ace” Qe a 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... wee : 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 


64/- 
“1k x 6 1b. it <x Gb: 2x Th. 3X TM. 
Lead P. trap with ee heparin 


screws « COS 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap ‘do. oa acy | Ree 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. dd. 

Plumbers’ is por ee ah rer was diel em 3 3 

E mccaprb ae cok ae aa st 3 a 4 0 

Blow p 4 1 


Copper a ch BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 4 
4in. x 19 gauge aes, Ne Total per Ib. 404 
fin x 19°" econ ee a - 383 
iS im < 18, cc. Se oe me 37} 
ibins < 18 ,, ao, ae x 99 365 
igin. x 18, ai ae a 36% 
2 in. x 17 104 2 384 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price Sie & 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 296 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. = upwards percwt. 616 0 


do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) Fe 614 0 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 7 So Gi 3 
Brass tubes basic _ ans saint and manufactur- 

ing extras 3 - per lb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


oe an? 

Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and wpnert per ton 133 10 0 

Lead Water Pipeincoils... i i 134 15 0O 

Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. ‘to 4 in. . dia. He Me 6 5 QO 

do. over 4 in. dia. ae as a Ke 6S 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ia ‘ 136 5 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under | ton of aes sas oo. per cwt. PP 

3cwt. do. >| See is es a Pe 4 0 

lcwt. do. ki: ae se ie 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Siteperton 7 6 6 

do. White do. do. < 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. vats me 79 0 

do. Fine do. do. oP a 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads __... ana Fe as 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime Ce ane ae ea sa > 26 
Lump Lime Cee am 2 @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . re 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads ... a 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads “~ i a a. 6-3 
Hair - percwt.- 417 -6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board $ in. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site... per yd. a3 


—— Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site iae os “ ‘i 2-6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s. & 
Ceiling Distemper ... a ae aoe «. percwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper ae a “ee pie Bs 3 12:6 
Gloss Paint ... .. pergal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in Tl cwt. drums) -. percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead, I cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 0 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg Pe percwt. 6 14 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ican a y eo 
Size XD quality, 28 lb... ae -.. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... «-. per gal. ll 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ran pon 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra ee ts 5 $} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. aa ion 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... oe ~ 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) aaa lias Bre me 20 
Paste Powder (1 lb. packets) on ta ee. per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ae ats aa +. per piece 1 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... ae --- per gal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. ua nae oe ‘~ 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside es eae ne a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae - jas - 2 2.46 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ae ae a es 2°26 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... aa nee va “a 210 0 
Front Door Varnish wad oP eda Dy is 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... ae ad Me aes a 110 0 
Black Japan ate eee ‘eas ae Poe AS | ek et 
Brunswick Black ... Sus ais oie se a 100 
Berlin Black aa aa iS pi aoe pe 1.54 
Terebene me as oa aaa Ba I -§-<@ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) wag dae “a ad 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.)__... 7a x pa 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
er 3 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 54 
24 0z. 5 " 9% - ma a Ae 7k 
26 - - «9 * s ” ue ose 9t 
32 0 . % % ” eee 1 0 
+ in. "Rolled Plate.. ; oa a ae Sed 9 
fein. and } in. Roug gh Cast ae 1 0 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns ; 
White... Jats 9 
do. Standard Tints 1 43 
do. Special Tints a eas “a xi aaa 2.9 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating aaa ae ron 1 1 
3 in. Wired Cast ... i 2 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast i 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 52 x 5} xX 3 in. ... 29 
P.B.3 72 X 7} x 3¢ in. ... 4 2 
P.B.32 7i X 7} X 34 in. ... 42 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up  with— 
P.B.2 = eas $3 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 33a ne res 6 9 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. saa wae ins Ay 
- oe + 2 5 ft. sup. 4.5 
ae 7 45 ft. sup. ~ 
” ” ” ” 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates onianiiiai 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
both ways eed aa . 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . aaa me: ‘aa li “3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . a - «eo 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass ; 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s. - 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. aa int ia noe 3,000 
24 OZ. 55 x ad ye ia «= 2 
26 pany ma 9 eee eee eee see 2,000 { 
32 a fe .. 2,000 9 
¢ in. ». Rolled Plate 1,000 
4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 Tk 


¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, ““Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte a 1 

fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough <u 2 

tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ae 2,000 

} in. Georgian Wired Cast ‘a iat ae 2 


_—— 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 



















































































































































































am. sane KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Per . 
MONON  cicsccanscceassaner ake A * REMOTY Gre ccssecsunsancccees 
Aberdare ...... poh Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. 
Abergavenny ae Craftsmen ... pene ei 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 Sittingbourne ..... 
Abingdon -A2 3/2 2 Skegness U.D. 
anon me Labourers ... ey ve 3/34 3/3 /24 3/ Skipton U.D. . 
Addiestone A Sleaford U.D. 
Aldeburgh .. snd Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade, } ee ee 
Aldershot Di A2 STAY. 6 ..becksvstctnes oad A2 PUNO acc cicvcosescacevans Al BIOMED acessesesviacaniaesacen A2 Smethwick CB 
ershot Di paz Rurnham.oa-Crouch ....:. Filey U.D. . a. EMO 5. ccsocievss scl ce res 
Alfreton U.D........ ae Snettisham _........... 
‘Alnwick Al II ' } <n cin cicwnnsneeaceinne Fleetwood . Sd Lyneham (Devon)............ A2 Somerset, County of 
aGdiham a Burton- -on-Trent C.B. ......A i eee oe Macclesfield  .........sceececee A Southampton i Ane acy 
Amble at BULY .....0.0cceessecereeescccoees A Folkestone Maidenhead ... et Southend-on-Sea Dist... 
~ eenseoes Al nae St. Edmunds . ‘| Frinton . Maidstone ... Al Southport 
Anahan .. wrt Buxton .. a POW cevenctsoseoes Maltby ....... A | South “Shields Ci. ier, ik 
Andover ..... -A2 Byfleet... Al Gainsborough U.D. uA Maldon es - ey Y Spalding U.D. A2 
Ardingly .. A2 Calder Valley . nih Gateshead ............ see Malvern U.D.. Al Stafford M.B...... each 
Arundei .. .A2 Cambridge A Gillingham (Kent).. “ Manchester .... A Staines ......;...; ws 
PS EEE. A2 Cannock U.D.. A Glossop .......... sees Manningtree ... Al Stamford M.B. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury .A2 SIMCOE scr cciannedeosasianes Mansfieid M.B sooo Stantonwick A 
Ashby Woulds U.D ak Cardiff ....... A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of th March .........+46 +-A2 Stevenage A 
Ashford (Kent).... .A2 — County of #A2 SAMIR: covacsecveosesexd eee A2 Stockport... ae 
Ashford (Middlesex).........A MORIITONS chess scsckesesasocansies Goole M.B. = Market yuan U.D. A Stockton R.D. .... aw 
Ashington ............. ee Carmarthenshire,Cnty of vA Gosport A Maryport A tockton-on-Tees . <i 
GRE A Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of +A3 Grantham M.B.. A Matlock U.D. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ays 
Ashton-under-Lyne ee a RR A ee Gravesend ....... A Melksham ......... --A2 Stoke Orchard ........ Al 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford = Great Yarmouth ..............+ A Melton Constable ..... --A2 Stourbridge M.B. . aes 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ............ ak Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.......Al Stourport U.D. .... oss 
RAD a ssscisnonioopseeties A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith wt Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr .....3:...0 Peererrrerryy. Stowmarket Al 
Aylesby (Yorks) sak Charmy Down ...... ok Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
POURS - ops sccasenuthevecsees Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough...... Al Middleton ....... cone Sunderland District 
en cee on an A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D..........A Guiseley ........ eA Middlewich ..... coe Sun GAAIS -......o00cassesees 
ate a. Ae Chelmsford ............ ae Halesowen M.B.. ak Milford Haven Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. .... 
Aaa ata be “a2 Cheltenham .. er Halifax ... yt Morecambe ..... vA Swaffham .. 
Barnard Castle U.D.. me Chepstow Al Halstead. oA Morley ........ sere Swanage .. 
Barnoldswick U.D. rt Chertsey A Haresfield . Al Mundesley eecccceveccccevcccces. A2 Swansea 
Barnsley ........+..... A Chester ..... ~.. Harlow ........ A WEMPMENY ca ncccsigivetysyseeacsen A Swindon ..... 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ FX Chesterfield A Harpenden .. A ee eee oe * Swinton U.D. .. 
‘ i j Chesterfield R.D......... A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al T h M.B 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 2g ‘amwort -B. 
— Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool! A ek, eae .-A2 Tenterden ....... 
NS ia eh eae A Chichester .............. ssoceses A2 Harwich ..... A Newcastle-on-Tyne _......... A Tewkesbury 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . Re Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A Thames Haven 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _...... eo New Forest District ......... Thetford .......... 
Basingstoke .. Huish .......cccsccssecseoccees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) . A Newmarket ......... me Thorpe Bay . 
Chorley sae. Haywards Heath .. A2 Newport, Mon. .. my Thurrock U.D. 
; Clacton .... Al Hemel Hempstead . A Newport Pagnell 2 ,, North of, to Billeric 
Cleethorpes .. vA Henley-on-Thames A2 Newton Abbot ... Al MUGGEY: so ceer- cy ecicoeccoseets 
Clevedon Al Hereford _......... ..A2 Northallerton Dist. : Todmorden e 
Cleveleys .. A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... tA2 Northampton C.B.. ~~ Tonbridge .. 
Clitheroe .. A Le SR A2 North Shields....... cul. Torquay ... 
Coalville U. A Hertford ..... ee Norton Radstock Al Toned <....... 
Cobham (Surr y). A Hexham U.D ere % PNOSMIGR scp estscestes nee * Trowbridge ... ... 
Colchester ....... A Heysham ........ aco Nottingham C.B. . os Tunbridge Wells . 
—— ary or Bish Wycombe Al Nuneaton MB... ay * Tynemouth C.B. 
i Olwyn Bay . Highworth ...... A2 
— A | Congleton .... “AL | Hinckley U.D. —- |) <_< | Goes Galop) .. sesensens 
eS Comat. ea Hitchin my ‘ ttoxeter ; 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A c HECMIN —seeee oe Ongar A 
Belper U.D A onway Hoddesdon A Ormskirk ... A | Wakefield “ 
Belton A Camua, Horley ..... ey mee Wallsend B. ... i 
Berkhams eX Covenity C.B. cssccccss eee Horsham a | Ba Walsall C.B. nae 
Berrington ........ Al Cranbrook .... ” Horwich . A | (Outed. ..... re Walsden .... or 
Berwick District. A Cranleigh _.........0« A2 Huddersfield A P. I Walton-on-N 4 
Beverley .......... a Crawley (Sussex) -A2 5 aa ne pee ts A Te epee 2 
Bexhill-on-Sea . A2 Crewe A nln ERE .A2 eterborough Soke’ ~—— Warminster : 
Biggleswade ..... sa Cromer .. Al Huntingdon (Staffs) srk PickeriZ a "3 Warrington ...... . 
Billericay ..... A | Growboroug -A2 Milby ie scacccessasciems ee somo 4 =r Warwick M.B. ... “ 
Billing .......... A Cuckfield ......... --A2 Ingatestone oe Saamines = een RED: ag 
Billingham U.D.. A Dalton-in-Furness . rer 4 Ipswich ......4 i * Pontypridd District ear be a (Norfolk) : 
Bilsthorpe ; A Darlington District . ~ Isle of Sheppey . wy) Portishead eRe 7% — sersense rceeee * 
Birchington et Darwen ........ et Isle of Thanet. .A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A be sning Gar. 4 + a 
PEORIA occsnscrevescosescre a SS reeeees A2 Isle of Wight . .A2 Portanonth .......... ne aa oa C.B. 
Birmingham C.B TA Denbigh Town -A2 Jarrow M.B. .. poe Port Talbot <........0005 1A oii” ers 
Bishop Auckland A Derby C.B. ..... A Keigh! A Preston ot Waaterhe ¥ 
Bishop’s Stortford A ne ..A2 pe “d Resress gc. Pudsey me esterham ....... i 
ea ~ * Devon, County of . tA2 Kendal .............. a Pulb, sas "AD Weston-super-Mare Al 
Blackburn A Dewsbury A Kenilworth U.D. A OTOUBN, ..cccccccccccccccccs Weybridge “ys 
Blackpool .. A SBNGE oe A2 Kettering M.B. A Radnorshire, County of }$A2 Weymouth Al 
Blackwell R.D. A Diss A2 Keynsham ........ A MRPIINDRO. cicnivctseckeaccestace A2 DOPOD CI IINs cicvspacccasssnccs Al 
Blaydon U.D.. - Doncaster CB. parr Kidderminster M.B. .........A Rayleigh Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .. “A Rea: A King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading A WHAEEIIOIN 545, sececcesyanncsnecds A 
Blyth ........ ; ie Dorset, County of (except- ae a at Redcar he i A — ease ay 
Bognor Regis . he ing Poole, Swanage and ee we Redditch U.D.. «....... A wo ~ A 
Boldon U.D. .. wor) Wimborne * Al)....0....... A2 ee A Redhill and Reigate .........A igton ..... AZ 
Bolsover U.D. .. A Winter sca ccs "A2 Knaresborough U.D.. re MATL. ochidneevcxcoenses AZ Willington A 
Boon ee ee i Dovercourt .. ey si cave swensvewews ee + terol —— A age sodomy er 
urne End ... ited Driffield U.D. ee | neaster ... A | 4Fochester ..... ilts. we 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. «dt Leamington M. B. A Rotherham ... A Winchester ....... --Al 
SEIN | ks supwasctssussworve POY NESE. caressvarscreoctd A Leatherhead ..... ish Rugby M.B.  ....esseeeeseeeee A Windermere. ....... AS 
ee ree os Dunstable ..... ae eS ea fem Saffron Walden ............... A2 Windsor and Eton Al 
Bradford-on-Avon + Durham City .. vr Leicester C.B. ose St. Albans ..... ach Wisbech . AZ 
See ee. Al Bae Al Leighton Buzzard . Al St. Helens my a secccesscoeee Al 
Breconshire, County of...$A2 a ae “ penne Suites Al St. Neotsy...... .A2 oking (District) . : 
Brent Knoll A2 | E-Glam. & Mon. V: A | Lew A2 | Salisbury” Cit A2 | Wokingham ve 
Rate, 2c... East Grinstead District... A2 Lichfield MB. aes Salisbury Plain”. “A2 Wolverhampton C.B. ...... A 
Bridlington .. e i he ee )U.D....... A Lincoln C.B. ay Sawbridgeworth .. ks Woodbridge . 
Brierfield ... Ed a ‘doe IStrict.........A Littlehampton .A2 Saxmundham .A2 Worcester C.B. 
Brighouse ... Ely SEDMEREEE oveseosesss . Liverpool ........ ee Scarborough my Workington 
Brighton + es gaenatin a Ranhidio.. “Al iuahons . m Worksop M.B. 
Bristol ...... ee es see Lianelly A Selby .... A Worthing . 
Broadstairs ...... d ss KOCEE cccccccccccccescccccccccece London i * Sevenoaks “Al Wrexham (incl. 
Bromsgrove ‘ Fakenham Long Eaton ........ ae Sheerness .A2 Wroughton 
es Ran cis Falmouth Loughborough M.B..........A Sheffield ah Wylam .......... 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... Fareham ... Louth M.B. ........ A2 Shipley ......... sca Wymondham .. 
a Ee ee Faversham Ere pee eee A Shoeburyness .....:....cccceees A PR  devadeudesardhaxewencusdes 








*For Birkenhead. Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d. ; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. + Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
NOTE. — Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Too! Allowances. 
Women’s Ratrs.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 36 
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Right from the first ... 


fie ser 





Part of the 
foundry in the 
modern Barwell 
factory. 


... for QUALITY 


e a FIDDIAN’ quality begins in this modern foundry. Throughout the Barwell 
factory quality and finish is guaranteed at every stage by up-to-date 
machines and equipment. That is why these fittings are the best your 
money can buy... superior in quality and appearance... completely reliable 


PLUMBERS’ & HEATING in service. You can specify ‘FIDDIAN’ Plumbers’ and Heating Engineers’ 


Fittings with confidence. There is a comprehensive range for 


ENGINEERS’ FITTINGS both home and overseas markets. Ask us to quote you. 


Ne oe) BARWELL LTD. 


GT. HAMPTON ST.,; BIRM INGHAM, 18 "Phone: NORthern 1307-8-9 ’Grams: Barbells Birmingham. 
London Office & Stockrooms: 35 BERNERS STREET, W.1. ’Phone: LANgham 6202-3 

















Check the Quality of these» 


“° STEEL RAINWATER GOODS 
at your local builders merchants! 


Ks 

















Superior in quality to other manufacturers’ 
yet cheaper in price, reducing building costs 
with increased life. 


% Converts Rust into a Rust Preventive Base. 


%& Ensures painting on Rust Free metal. Finish: electro-galvanised or red oxide. 


% Simple and Economical application by brush or 








spray. 
%& Increases bond between paint and metal on GUTTERS: H.R., all 
iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. sizes; 0.G,, 4%". rf 
: ; ; PIPES: all sizes. 
% Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined Standard fittings ash 
with effective corrosion protection. to suit. Clothes Posts. 


Electro-galvanised 


FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT diamond curved | Of tect Sed Wate Bite tek toms, 0, 


Telephone : Westerham 3103 washers. Phone: Leeds 76614-7. Grams: Corflat, Leeds. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and. to do things finely and 
thoroughly is our endeavour. That 1s why we 
are supporting the LMB.A’s campaign for more 


vacancies for apprentices in London. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 


which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. Other firms 


can obtain the same satisfaction by offering 


Craftsmanship through Apprenticeship. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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EMPLOYMENT OF 
BUILDERS’ FOREMEN 


National Federation’s Statement 


THE Council of the National Federation 

of Building Trades Employers has 
approved a series of basic principles of em- 
ployment for general foremen in the build- 
ing industry which are being brought to the 
attention of all members. 

A statement issued by the Federation on 
Monday says that the Federation has always 
been concerned to foster and maintain the 
highest standard of foremanship in the 
building industry and has approached this 
matter upon the assumption that the general 
foreman must be recognised as an essential 
part of the management side of the building 
industry. 

Much progress has already been made in 
the establishment of recognised courses in 
general foremanship studies and the ‘intro- 
duction of the basic principles of employ- 
ment is considered appropriate in the light 
of current trends in the industry. 

The functions of a general foreman, the 
statement continues, may be described 
generally as the detailed organisation and 
supervision of work together with the con- 
trol of labour on building sites: but as the 
general foreman is part of management the 
exact scope and extent of his duties and 
responsibilities must depend in large measure 
upon the size and type of work undertaken 
by the firm by which he is employed. 

The basic principles, which have been 
accepted by representatives of recognised 
foremen’s associations, are not in any way 
intended to constitute a collective agreement 
or to define the precise duties and responsi- 
bilities of foremen. To do so would be to 
ignore the widely differing types of work 
which general foremen are expected to cover 
and would be acceptable neither to employ- 
ers nor to general foremen. 

In announcing their approval of the basic 
principles the Council of the NFBTE em- 
phasise that they are not intended in any 
way to affect the more favourable condi- 
tions offered by many employers to ex- 
perienced general foremen with a number of 
years’ service, but the Council recommends 
their use as a guide when engaging general 
foremen. 


THE BASIC PRINCIPLES 


_ Following are details of the recommenda- 
tions:— 

1, STATUS: All general foremen should be ap- 
pointed to the staff; such appointments to fall into 
two grades, on a basis of ability and responsibility. 

i. Senior general foremen, with responsibility for 
a large contract, or groups of contracts. 

ii. General foremen, comprising all 
salaried foremen. 

Unless otherwise specified, the terms ‘‘general fore- 
man’’ or ‘* general foremen’”’ in the remainder of 
this memorandum are understood to embrace both 
grades of general foremen enumerated above. 

2. ENGAGEMENT: The general foreman should 
be given a letter of engagement or service agreement 
setting out the terms of his employment and detail- 
ing any special duties for which he is to be responsible. 
_ Each general foreman should acknowledge in writ- 
ing receipt of, and agreement with, the terms set 
out in his letter of engagement. 

Each alteration in salary, or change in status, should 
be the subject of an exchange of letters between the 
employer and the general foreman concerned. 

3. REMUNERATION: It is considered to be in- 
appropriate to establish any basis of remuneration for 
general foremen other than that which may apply 
within a firm’s organisation. In fixing a salary, due 
regard should be paid to individual ability and the re- 
sponsibility attaching to each appointment which will 
of necessity vary in relation to the nature of the work 
to be undertaken. 

Expenses incurred by general foremen in travelling 
to and from the job and where called upon to lodge 
away from home should be the subject of mutual 
agreement. 

Salaries and expenses should normally be paid 
weekly. 


other 
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4. HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT: General 
foremen, in addition to being on the site during 
normal working hours, may be required to undertake 
work involving periods of night, weekend or overtime 
duty. Payment for exceptional and continuous over- 
time to be the subject of mutual agreement. 

5. TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT: In the 
case of general foremen with not less than six months’ 
employment and subject to satisfactory service, em- 
ployment may be terminated by written notice on 
either side (or salary in lieu of notice on the em- 
ployers’ side) on the undermentioned basis. 

i. Senior general foreman, 4 weeks. 

ii. General foreman, 2 weeks. 

6. SICK PAY: General foremen with not less than 
52 weeks’ continuous work with an employer may 
receive pay upon the following basis during absence 
due to sickness and/or accident arising from or 
through the course of his employment. 

i. Senior general foreman—four weeks on full 
salary in any one year together with the balance of 
salary which may be due for the week in which the 
sickness began. 

ii. General foreman—two weeks on full salary in 
any one year together with the balance of salary 
which may be due for the week in which the sickness 
began. 

The above payments are subject to the receipt by 
the employer of a medical certificate from the general 
foreman’s doctor and to the deduction of any sum 
received from National Insurance. 

7. ANNUAL HOLIDAYS: After one year in the 
employer’s service general foremen should be allowed 
two weeks’ holiday per year with full pay in each 
subsequent year of employment, the time at which the 
holidays are taken to be the subject of mutual agree- 
ment. 

During the first year of employment a general fore- 
man should be given a holiday proportionate to the 
length of his service 

8. PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: In addition to the 
annual holiday full payment should be made for public 
holidays locally recognised in the building industry. 

9. TRAINING: General foremen should take ad- 
vantage of all possibile facilities for training and educa- 
tion to increase both their standard of foremanship and 
of technical knowledge and no hindrance should be 
placed in the way of their doing so. 

Courses of instruction are normally to be taken 
outside working hours. Where a general foreman is 
attending a course of instruction with a view to taking 
an examination at the end of. the course, leave of 
absence should be granted to take the examination if 
held during normal working hours. 

10. FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS. The advantages 
to be gained from membership of a recognised general 
foremen’s association should be brought to the 
notice of general foremen. Attendance at meetings 
of such associations should not interfere with normal 
working hours. 

In the event of a general foreman being appointed 
by a foremen’s association as a delegate to any 
regional or national committees involving absence from 
work the question of leave of absence for all such 
meetings should be a matter of mutual agreement 
between the employer and general foreman concerned. 


PRODUCTION EXHIBITION 


Developments in Industry 


HE first Production Exhibition, to be 
held at Olympia, London, will be 
opened by the President of the Board of 
Trade, Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, next Wednes- 
day (July 7). It is being sponsored by the 
Institution of Production Engineers, who 
have organised a conference of production 
engineers to run during the seven days of 
the exhibition. The exhibition will be com- 
posed of sections in which displays will be 
arranged to show how various factors can 
contribute to productivity. 

The exhibit of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, Charles House, 5-11, 
Regent-street, SW1, will be devoted to the 
theme “Ideas in Action.” It is intended 
to emphasise the importance to the indus- 
trialist, whatever the size of his undertaking, 
of organising his establishment for making 
the most effective use of new ideas. The 
stands will show how the individual firm 
can keep in touch with technical develop- 
ments and ensure that new ideas are de- 
veloped and put into operation with a 
minimum of delay. Examples will be given 
of discoveries which have led to more 
economic production, saving in production 
time, efficient reclamation of waste materials 
and improvement in the quality and dura- 
bility of the product. At the same time 
sources of information on industrial tech- 
niques and problems will be given. The 
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exhibit will also deal with staff training, the 
recruitment of technical and scientific staff 
and the encouragement of the introduction 
of new ideas in the factory. A leaflet 
entitled “ Using New Ideas ” will be available 
on the stand. This outlines the ways in 
which a firm can keep in touch with all 
sources of new ideas likely to be of use 
to it and.gives the addresses of the principal 
organisations and establishments which can 
make available scientific and technical 
information on industrial processes and 
problems (Stands Nos. 42, 51). 

Bakelite, Ltd., 12-18, Grosvenor-gardens, 
SW1, will be showing the way in which 
Bakelite plastics have increased productivity 
in various fields. ‘‘ Warerite’”’ decorative 
plastics will be displayed, which provide 
hard-wearing surfaces to ease maintenance in 
both workshop and canteen (Stand 68). 


USA BUILDERS’ LONDON 
BRANCH 


Provision of Specialised Services 


Tue H. K. Ferguson Company of Great 
Britain, Ltd., with headquarters at 19 
Berkeley-street, London, WI, has been 
formed to offer engineering and construction 
services to industry in England. Mr. Charles 
P. Stolberg, assistant chief of operations, will 
direct engineering and construction, and Mr. 
Raymond B. Aufmuth is chief engineer. The 
British company, which is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of The H. K. Ferguson Company 
of Cleveland, Ohio, USA, will specialise in 
the design and construction of chemical 
facilities, manufacturing plants, laboratories, 
power plants and other industrial facilities. 

The British company have been operating 
in this country since the middle of March. 
A drawing office has also been set up with a 
staff of 30. The company has a number 
of large projects already in hand and is 
hoping to expand its activities here. 

Mr. A. J. F. ANDREWS, the company’s 
principal representative, told The Builder 
that it was their aim to cover a field of 
work in this country which was not being 
catered for at the moment. Every aspect 
of each project undertaken was dealt with 
entirely within the organisation. This 
included not only the building, but also all 
engineering services and process plant. 
Private architects were often engaged to 
design the exterior elevations, however. 

Mr. Andrews emphasised that it was not 
his company’s intention to compete directly 
with British contractors. Ferguson’s were 
concerned only with projects which called 
for the specialised service which they alone 
could offer in this country. He added that, 
while they are otherwise independent 
of the parent organisation, the Ferguson 
company have access to all data and 
information which they have compiled. 
“This is a great asset because so vast in 
extent is the information available to us 
that almost every construction or engineer- 
ing problem with which we are now pre- 
sented can easily be solved by referring to 
records which show how a similar difficulty 
has been dealt with in the past.” 

Mr. Andrews explained that the company 
adopted the American system of pre-planning 
a scheme down to the smallest detail before 
work commenced. A team of skilled British 
technicians was being trained by the com- 
pany and some may be sent to the US for 
a period for special instruction. 

Apart from some American supervisors, 
all-British labour was being engaged on 
their contracts, he added. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


TIMBER HOUSES DISTRIBUTORS 


The Riley-Newsum housing department of 
H. Newsum Sons and Co., Ltd., of Lincoln, 
would be interested to hear from builders 
in areas other than Kent, Sussex and Surrey, 
who would be willing to act as builder/ 
distributors for their prefabricated timber 
houses either on the lines of estate develop- 
ment or simple houses for private buyers. 


SUPERVISORY GRADES 


Members of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, to which the 
Association of Building Technicians (ABT) 
is affiliated, are to meet with members of 
the ABT and the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers “to discuss the question of 
an agreement between the three parties in 
respect of supervisory grades.” 


COURSES IN DECORATING 


Particulars of their 1954-55 evening 
courses in painting and decorating can now 
be obtained from the Secretary of the Brix- 
ton School of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4. 
These will include short courses of 12 weeks 
duration on spray painting, paperhanging, 
and colour and design; as well as special 
courses in painting and decorating, includ- 
ing signwriting, graining and marbling. 


INDUSTRIAL ART BURSARIES 


A pamphlet giving particulars of this 
year’s Industrial Art Bursaries Competition, 
in which prizes are offered amounting to 
£2,500, can now be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, Royal Society of Arts, John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, WC2. The prizes take the 
form of travelling bursaries, usually of £150 
each, and are open to students who intend 
to take up industrial designing as a career. 
The closing date for entries is October 11. 
An illustrated report on last year’s Competi- 
tion is also included in the pamphlet. 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS 


The annual report of the Chief Inspector 
of Factories, Sir George Barnett, for the 
year 1952 has been presented to Parliament 
and can be obtained from the Stationery 
Office or through any bookseller, price 
6s. 6d., reference Cmd. 9154. Special sec- 
tions are devoted to accidents at various 
types of machinery, including cranes and 
woodworking machinery. Separate chapters 
outline accidents which occur in building 
operations and engineering construction. 
Where industrial lighting and colour are 
concerned, the Report states that the substi- 
tution of attractive colours for whitewash or 
the more sombre colours in the internal 
decoration of factories continued to gain 
ground. 


RSI EXAMINATIONS 


The Royal Sanitary Institute announce that 


at an examination in Sanitary Science as 
applied to Buildings and Public Works, held 
in Liverpool on May 28 and 29, ten candi- 
dates presented themselves, and the follow- 
ing four passed the examination: 


Ball, Handsworth on N. Birch, Windle; E. F. 
ae Derby; and W. L. Thorp, Chapel-en-le-Frith. 


At an rer ihg for Smoke Inspectors, 
held in Liverpool on May 28 and 29, 29 
candidates presented themselves and the 
8 14 passed the examination: 

. W. Booth, Ilkeston; D. Brook, Southowram; 
R. g ety Consett: G. Hopper, Huil: G. R. Hull, 
Hunts Cross; E. Hunter, Liverpool; T. M. Kilyon, 
Blackburn; C. ‘iidglen Hull; J. S. Oldfield; Radcliffe: 
D. A. Pamphilon, Did: sbury; A. W. Perry, Hull: J. 
Pye, Wiltshire; R. V. Robinson, Hull; L. H. Smalley, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 
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THE LATE MR. W. S. BRYAN 


Mr. W. S. Bryan, managing director of 
British Bye-Products, Ltd., of Barking, died 
on June 18. 


BUS STATION 


St. Helens Corporation is considering the 
provision of a new bus station to serve as 
combined bus station and night servicing 
garage. 


METAL WINDOWS INQUIRY 


According to their Interim Report, the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers “ having regard to the importance 
of reducing the cost of building, in which 
prices of materials are a major factor” has 
decided to submit a statement to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission in connection with the inquiry which 
is now being made into the supply of metal 
windows and casement doors of standard 
sizes and design. 


U.S. HOTEL’S HELIPORT 


An hotel now under construction in 
Dallas, Texas, USA, will have a rooftop 
heliport to accommodate its guests who 
arrive by helicopter. The landing area will 
consist of an asphalt-paved “touchdown 
pad,” marked for pilots by a yellow circle, 
approximately 40 ft. in diameter. It will 
be 21 storeys above street level. The presi- 
dent of the firm which owns the hotel has 
said that a study made by the company 
determined that there was a genuine need 
for such a heliport. According to him, this 
is the first such rooftop unit to be installed 
by an hotel. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. H. SmitrH, AMIMechE, has been appointed 
Dunlop’s development engineer for tyres to co- 
ordinate the engineering, machine developments, and 
major equipment lay-outs for their home and over- 
seas factories. To advise on executing engineering 
and manufacturing — projects in the over- 
seas factories, MR. J BartLe, AMIEE, has been 
appointed overseas pt. engineer. 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. $. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder”? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 





the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’’ The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 


Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 








copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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TRADE NEWS 


HANDLING EQUIPMENT 


Illustrated lists of their industrial equip- 
ment can be obtained from W. C. Young- 
man, Ltd., Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex, 
including details of pallets trucks, “ Hvdra- 
trucks” and trailers for internal transport. 





TOWER BRIDGE GATES. The 


new hand-operated road barrier gates 


at Tower Bridge, London. The gates 
are of welded tubular construction, 
zinc-sprayed after construction, and 


have an overall width of 35 ft. They 
were made by Haywards, Ltd., of 
Union-street, Borough, SE1. The 


bridge this year reaches its Diamond 
Jubilee. 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW 


Approximately two miles of * * Yorcalon ” 
(long length) copper tubing manufactured by 
the Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., Leeds, 
in 4+ in. to 1 in. sizes and connected by 
“Yorkshire” capillary fittings, have been 
laid underground by mole plough as part of 
the water installations for the stand services 
and livestock watering for the forthcoming 
Royal Show, to be held from July 6 to 9, at 
Great Windsor Park This work was carried 
out by J. H. Shouksmith and Sons, Ltd., of 
York. 

A wide range of industrial equipment will 
be displayed by Whitlock Bros., Ltd., of 
Great Yeldham, Essex, at the forthcoming 
Royal Show. including Fordson and 
Ferguson models of their “ Dinkum Digger ” 
trench excavators. They will be shown with 
specially designed all-weather cabs and fore- 
end hydraulic power units, with attachments 
for bulldozing, levelling, backfilling and 
loading. A range of buckets for excavating 
trenches from 10 to 30 ins. wide and up to 
9 ft. in depth are available. Models from 
their range of trailers will also be exhibited. 


TOWN PLANNING AND MATERIALS 


The June issue of ‘“ Marley News” con- 
tains a special article written by Mr. F. J. 


Osborn, editor of ‘“‘ Town and Country Plan- - 


ning.” Entitled ‘Why Town Planning 
Matters,” the article shows the connection 
between attractive building materials and 
planning, and the contribution that materials 
manufacturers can make towards pleasant 
surroundings. Other articles cover such sub- 
jects as the Marley floor tile installation at 
the Rhodes Centenary Exhibition held at 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, as well as production of 
coloured concrete roof tiles. Inclusion on the 
ing list for the publication can be arranged 
upon application to the Editor, Mr. H. G. 
Wheddon, Marley Tile Co., Ltd., London- 
road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
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Plan for NATURAL DAYLIGHT 


The improvement of using Natural Daylight to its best 
advantage is clearly shown in the photographs (complete- 
ly untouched) of a typical Pennycook contract. Our 
lead sheathed steel bars can be adapted to suit any 
type of roof and can take clear spans up to 11 ft. 

We can also supply aluminium bars with double lead 
wings and lead seatings below glass. Where flat roofs 
are concerned we recommend our Standard or Purpose 
Made Lanterns. 

Materials are despatched promptly to suit the progress 
of the job and are fixed by our experienced erectors. 





Illustrations are all of the 


JOS. WESTWOOD & CO. LTD., MILLWALL WORKS, LONDON 


with PENNYCOOK 


THE PENNYCOOK PATENT GLAZING 
& ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


St. Mungo Works * Bishopbriggs * Glasgow 
Tel. : Bishopbriggs 1117/9 
Grams : “Pennycook,” Bishopbriggs 


London Office: 


3, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
Telephone: ABBey 6610 























NACOFELT roofing is 
EXTRA dependable... wien it's 


NACOFELT Built-up BITUMINOUS ROOFING, as laid by 
Neuchatel experts, ensures complete adhesion between the successive 





layers and an unbroken surface over every contour and every 
inch of the roof. Quickly laid to British Standard or other 
approved specification, with the usual finishes or ‘traffic’ 
surface, NACOFELT means more than just good materials 
when it’s craftsman-laid by Neuchatel. 





CAN WE ADVISE YOU 
ON NACOFELT Rooring? | SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS 


Chosen for roofing many famous | N AS P H A LT E 


Public Buildings, including The for Tanking, Roofing, Flooring and Roads. 
Royal Festival Hall (flat roofing Also Approved Laying Contractors for ACCOTILE 


<i} nit tenia Thermoplastic Flooring. 


ninganTED THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD. 











58, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. CONTRACTING DEPARTMENTS. Tel. RENown I32I 
And at BELFAST * BIRMINGHAM * CARDIFF * EDINBURGH {/ * FROME °* GLASGOW 
MANCHESTER . NEWCASTLE : OFFHAM (KENT) : PLYMOUTH ° PORTSMOUTH 
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FLOORS FOR INDUSTRY 





The answer to your Problem 


MODERN # "<a 
FLOORS re 


UTA TT ae 


MARTYN BITUMINOUS HEAVY 
INDUSTRIAL TYPE FLOORING is a 


bituminous based floor which can be laid 4-in. thick 
directly on to a tamped or similar finished base, no 
screeding being required. 


%* Resilient—Improves with wear 


One of the principal features of this type of industrial 
flooring is that it is resilient and gives without cracking 
when subject to heavy traffic, whereas hard floors, 
such as granolithic, are brittle and are likely to crack 
and disintegrate under similar treatment. It is a fact 
that Martyn Bituminous Floors actually improve with 
weat. Industrial premises where this type of flooring 
has been laid with highly successful results include 
furniture factories, multiple bakeries, shop fitting and 
engineering works, sugar refineries, printing works, etc. 


%* Available in Attractive Colours 


Martyn Bituminous Flooring is obtainable in any one 
of the following colours : black, dark red, middle red, 
and dark brown, and it has been found that where the 
flooring has been laid in the brighter colours it has had 
a beneficial psychological effect upon people using it. 
Prices vary according to the size and location of the 









for New Work 


or 


Re-surfacing old 


BE NON 
CRACKING 
AND NON 
DUSTING 


contract and conditions under which the work is to be 
carried out. Firm quotations can be given for contracts 
of any size and in any part of the world. 


* Easily Maintained 


It is essential that all types of flooring be given proper 
maintenance to ensure the best results. 

Martyn Bituminous Heavy Industrial Flooring can be 
easily and economically maintained by normal 
maintenance staff. 


%* Re-surfacing Existing Floors 


It would be appreciated that before the existing 
concrete floor can be re-surfaced with Martyn 
Bituminous Flooring, it is essential that the surface 
of the concrete be thoroughly clean and any oil spillage, 
grease, etc., must be removed. 

No allowance is made in our prices for this type of 
work, but we shall be pleased to give an estimate for 
the cleaning of any particular floor after inspection. 





Our Technical Staff are always ready to advise on your problems, 


BRUCE MARTYN LIMITED 


SPECIALISTS IN INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC FLOORING 


LONDON — 


HEAD OFFICE 


LIVERPOOL — 


NEWCASTLE 


PICCADILLY HOUSE, PICCADILLY CIRCUS, S.W.1 ’phone: REGENT 6296-7 ’grams: SUPAFLOR, PICCY, LONDON 
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TERRAZZO-MOSAIC 
INDUSTRY 


Schedule of Daywork Charges 


TPHE National Federation of Terrazzo 

Mosaic Specialists have issued the fol- 
lowing schedule of daywork charges for the 
terrazzo-mosaic industry. The percentage 
rates detailed in the schedule are to cover 
head office supervision, workmen’s compen- 
sation, third party insurance, national health 
and unemployment insurance, overheads and 
profit. 


LABOUR 


The term “labour ” shall include: (a) Pay- 
ments of wages and/or salaries actually paid 
to persons directly engaged upon the work 
on the site or in the contractor’s workshops, 
but shall exclude all head office staff; (b) 
holidays-with-pay and public holidays contri- 
butions and all other payments properly 
made in accordance with the Working Rule 
Agreement current at the time when the 
work is in progress; (c) wages paid to fore- 
men, chargehands, leading men, timekeepers, 
watchmen and the like where essentially 
employed on the dayworks; and (d) pay- 
ments [not covered by (q) (b) and (c)] made 
to operatives or foremen in order to comply 
with the provisions of any statute, regula- 
tion, order or direction. 


MATERIALS 


The term “ Materials” shall include: (a) 
Materials supplied from the terrazzo con- 
tractor’s stock—to be charged at current 
prices plus justifiable charges for handling; 
(b) materials specially purchased for the 
dayworks to be charged at cost including 
packing and cartage. Allowance to be made 
for any credit given for returnable cases. 

Note: Discounts received not exceeding 
5 per cent. shall be retained by the terrazzo 
contractor. 


DIRECT CHARGES 


The term “Direct Charges” shall 
include: (a) Fares, lodging allowances and 
other similar allowances authorised and 
actually paid to persons directly engaged 
upon the dayworks; (b) cartage at local 
recognised rates; and (c) the hire of plant 
or machinery not generally used by the 
terrazzo industry, e.g., scaffolding, tarpaulins, 
etc. 


RATES TO BE CHARGED FOR 
DAYWORKS 


(a) When executed during the progress 
and up to practical completion of a terrazzo 
contract:— Labour: The prime cost plus 
66% per cent.; materials and direct charges: 
The prime cost plus 20 per cent. 

(b) When executed after the practical com- 
pletion of a terrazzo contract or on jobbing 
work:— Labour: The prime costs plus 
75 per cent.; materials and direct charges: 
The prime cost plus 20 per cent. 

(c) Where wet or dry process carborundum 
grinding machines, either .petrol or elec- 
trically driven, are used on dayworks, the 
rate shall be 45s. per day (or part-day) and 
this rate shall include for rubbing stones, 
carborundum discs, repairs and maintenance. 
The petrol and oil consumed by the petrol- 
driven machines shall be charged under 
direct charges and the electric current for 
the electrically driven machines shall be 
Provided to the terrazzo contractor free of 
charge. 

Note: All daywork accounts shall be 
Strictly net. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—The Olympic Construction 
Committee in Melbourne has accepted a 
tender for the main part of the work for 
the swimming and diving pool to be built 
for Melbourne’s 1956 Olympic Games. 
The contract price is £A292,000. The con- 
tractors are McDougall and Ireland Pty., 
Ltd., of Melbourne. The pool is to be com- 
pleted early in 1956. The aggregate value 
of the contracts now let is £A341,000. 


Australia—The Ayr and Brandon Fire 
Brigade Board, Queensland, is to have a new 
station, costing about £A16,000. 

After a long delay, due to lack of funds 
and materials, work is to be resumed, at a 
cost of £464,446, on the Melbourne Tech- 
nical College’s new chemistry school. Build- 
ing was started in 1946. 

A Lutheran church, which will accom- 
modate 250, is to be built in Archer-street, 
North Adelaide. 

Jim Richards, a Northern Territory 
builder, is undertaking several large con- 
struction works at Alice Springs, including 
the new £A250,000 school. He has also 
obtained the contract for the John Flynn 
Memorial Church in that town. 


Australia—A new primary school to 
accommodate 600 boys and girls is to be 
constructed in Turner, a suburb of Canberra. 
It will have an open H-shape design to admit 
more fresh air and sunlight... . A brick dog 
hospital, equipped with an operating theatre 
and soundproof kennels, is to be erected at 
Whylla, South Australia. 

The Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane 
(Most Reverend R. C. Halse) is launching 
an appeal to North Queensland people to 
contribute £A100,000 towards the completion 
of St. James’s Cathedral, Brisbane. 

The Commonwealth Bank of Australia is 
to erect a new three-storey bank building, 
costing about £A25,000, at Ayr, Queensland, 
near the existing bank in Queen-street. ... 
The managing director of Bristol Aeroplane 
Company (Australia) Pty., Ltd., stated in 
Adelaide, recently, that his company intends 
to build a factory in Melbourne for making 
prefabricated components for aluminium 
buildings. 

A two-storey maternity and child welfare 















VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
J of fabrication. 


“WNaRTE — 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS __ 
are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’. 





WARE - HERTS 


WAS 


WARERITE LIMITED - 
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clinic, costing about £A20,000, which will be 
the most modern in Queensland, outside 
Brisbane, is to be erected at Cairns. 


Hungary.—The Town Council and repre- 
sentatives of social services of the town of 
Tatabanya, Hungary, are to work out a 
development plan for the next 12 months. 
To help with the housing problem it has 
been decided to begin at once building five 
blocks of flats totalling 300 homes in the 
New Town area. Each block will incor- 
porate one or more shops. There will also 
be a new bachelors’ hostel to take 190 
persons. The New Town is also to get a 
children’s nursery costing £90,000. and 
£9,000 is to be spent on the building of a 
new wing for the hospital. Other develop- 
ments are to include a rest home at the 
Sik Valley sanatorium, a canteen at the local 
cement works, a four-class building industry 
school and student hostel. 

The Budapest Elizabeth Bridge, regarded 
as one of the most beautiful in Europe and 
destroyed during the war, is to be restored. 
.-- Hungary and Czechoslovakia are rebuild- 
ing the bridge over the Danube at Komarom 
as a combined operation.... Two new 
sanatoria are also to be built in Budapest. 


Iraq.—The contract for excavation of 
irrigation drains at Mussaib in Iraq was 
awarded to a French concern at a cost of 
£im. This French success in the Mussaib 
contract is the third important Development 
Board contract to be awarded to the French 
recently, the other two being the Diltawa- 
Tauq road and the Dokan Dam.... 
Tenders have been invited for the construc- 
tion of a road bridge at Taq-taq over the 
Lesser Zab River. The contract is believed 
to be worth £4m. 


Singapore—tThe Director of Telecom- 
munications in Singapore has announced 
that a new radio station has been approved 
for the city at a cost of more than £200,000. 
The site is now. being cleared and building 
is expected to begin shortly. The station 
will be air-conditioned throughout, and walls 
and ceilings will be lined with sound-absorb- 
ing materials. Three-storey blocks of flats 
near by will provide quarters for the staff. 

Small factories are to be built in Singapore 
by Hong Kong businessmen. It is believed 
that the scheme will include the building of 
18 self-contained modern factory units, each 
with about 6,000 sq. ft. of working space. 

A large rope-manufacturing factory is to 
be erected which will occupy about 
350,000 sq. ft. of ground and will be 
equipped with modern machinery. Expan- 
sion will be possible, if necessary. Accord- 
ing to the architects the main factory is the 
biggest single area covered by shell concrete 
construction in the Far East. 

Plans are to go ahead for the building 
of one of the most up-to-date creameries 
in the world for the making of ice-cream 
and bottling of soft drinks. These creameries 
will cost between £200,000 and £300,000. 


OVERSEAS ECONOMIC SURVEY 


A survey of economic and commercial 
conditions in the Union of South Africa, 
December, 1953, has been published by 
HM Stationery Office, price 4s. 6d. (post 
free 4s. 9d.). This is the latest volume in 
the series of Overseas Economic Surveys 
issued by the Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department of the Board of Trade. 


THE AFRICAN NATIVE MARKET 


The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner 
at Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, has 
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recently completed an extensive report on 
the African native market in the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The report 
assesses the importance of the Central 
African native as a consumer, and contains 
detailed information on the African popula- 
tion, employment, the African’s earning 
power, the African as a buyer, channels of 
distribution, and advertising. A number of 
statistical tables regarding imports are added. 
The report is published by HM Stationery 
Office at 1s. 6d. post free. 


HOUSES FOR AFRICANS 
“* Alarming” Shortage 


THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
was convinced that, until reasonable accom- 
modation for the African urban population 
was provided the colony would not achieve 
the racial harmony so .desirable for the 
success of federation, said Mr. ELLMAN- 
Brown, the Minister of Trade and Indus- 
trial Development, on June 22. 

He said that there were alarming arrears 
in the main centres, amounting to a mini- 
mum of 19,000 single quarters and 7,500 
married quarters. The problem was growing 
daily, and an expenditure of not less than 
£6m. would be required in the next three 
years. This was completely beyond the 
resources of the local authorities, and the 
Government was convinced that the financ- 
ing of African urban housing was a problem 
which must be considered outside the general 
loan fund allocation of federation. Mr. 
Todd, the Premier, was to take up this matter 
on his visit to London the next week. 

The Minister also announced that the Gov- 
ernment was speeding up its “ master out- 
line ” plans, so as to give the investing public 
confidence in knowing the intentions of the 
town planning authorities. 


BRITISH TRADE FAIR, 
COPENHAGEN 


Exhibition to be Held in 1955 


AT A LUNCHEON in Copenhagen on June 29, 
Sir NorMAN KippPinG, Director-General of 
the Federation of British Industries, 
announced that a British trade fair and ex- 
hibition would be held at Copenhagen from 
September 29 to October 16, 1955. “Her 
Majesty the Queen and His Majesty the 
King of Denmark have graciously agreed to 
grant their patronage to the exhibition,” he 
said, “ which will also have the full support 
of the British and Danish Governments. 
Like the highly successful British exhibitions 
in 1932 and 1948, the last of which attracted 
over a million visitors, it will be organised 
by the British Import Union of Denmark in 
collaboration with the Federation of British 
Industries.” 

The exhibition will be held in Copen- 
hagen’s Tivoli Gardens and in the Forum, 
where the existing buildings will be supple- 
mented by British made temporary struc- 
tures. Mr. John Lansdell, FRSA, MSIA, 
has been appointed co-ordinating designer, 
assisted by two Danish architects, Mr. Simon 
Henningsen (for the Tivoli Gardens) and 
Mr. O. Gundlach-Pedersen (for the Forum). 
In addition to the trade exhibits, plans are 
being made for spectacular British attrac- 
tions to be staged in Copenhagen during the 
period of the exhibition. 

A prospectus will be issued early in 
September, but meanwhile inquiries from 
prospective exhibitors should be addressed 
to British Overseas Fairs, Ltd., 21, Tothill- 
street, London, SW1. 
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Award for Private Houses 


TTPHE Housing Panel of the Saltire Society 

are considering the question of estab- 
lishing an award for good design by specu- 
lative ‘builders as an incentive to improve 
present-day standards. 

This was announced by Mr. ROBERT 
Hurp, secretary, at the annual meeting of 
the society. No decision has yet been made, 
but the panel is considering the idea very 
favourably. 

Mr. Hurd said the percentage of specu- 
lative building was increasing quite consider- 
ably every year and some fearsome things 
were happening. They felt that if they could 
provide an incentive, as they did previously 
for local authorities, it might prove a turn- 
ing point in emphasising to speculative 
builders the “ kudos” and reputation arising 
from good design in building. 





Glasgow “ Underground” 


DESPITE THE HIGH COST of underground 
transport, estimated at £4m. per track mile, 
Glasgow is to consider this possibility after 
the holidays. An August meeting is pro- 
jected to consider with representatives of the 
consultants, Sir William Halcrow and 
Partners, the possibilities of new under- 
ground routes. The existing subway system 
which is profitmaking, efficient and cheap, 
cannot be easily linked to a new system by 
reason of its gauge, length of stations, and 
tunnel diameters and would remain a 
separate entity. The view has been privately 
expressed by transport committee members 
that the city must now face the need to 
transport traffic underground, to relieve the 
acute congestion on the streets. Government 
aid would be essential for such a project and 
this makes the proposal one for considera- 
tion at national level. What is now visualised 
is a much wider loop taking in many of the 
congested housing areas of the city and 
especially the new suburbs. 


Flats for School Use 


GLASGOW CORPORATION is planning to 
use partially finished blocks of flats for 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no small 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 


Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 


Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
46125@) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FPeLLowINnGc are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 v's 
s. R 

Ist 25 41 3 
2nd 334 S55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th 664 110 0 
Sth 75 123 9 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) 3 34 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) x 











school purposes until such time as new 
schools can be constructed in the housing 
areas. 

Policy proposed is that a new tenement 
block should be left without internal parti- 
tion walls, and the ground floor used for 
administrative work. The upper floors could 
be then converted to give perhaps 12 class- 
rooms each taking 40 pupils. In this way a 
single tenement housing block could accom- 
modate 480 children. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—CC to have plans prepared for proposed 
new library, to be erected at New Cumnock. The 
architect is Robert G. Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., 
Wellington-sq., Ayr. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared for new_protest- 
ant prim. sch. to be erected at a Hillhead site at 
Kirkintilloch. The Council architect is Ben. P. Gibb 
(FRIAS), County-bldgs., College-st., Dumbarton. 

Dumfriesshire.—Plans have been submitted to the 
county authority in connection with a new Theatre 
for the Dumfries and District Arts and Community 
Association, which it is intended shall be erected on 
a site at Gracefield, Dumfries. The architect is 
Isobel R. K. Beattie (A), Dumfries. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new furniture storage 
buildings at Notham-st., for which the architect is 
William MacNee, 28, Helen-st., Govan, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for new buildings for motor and other works, to be 
erected by Willburn Motors, Ltd., 21, Willburn-st., 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions to ‘‘ The Empire Theatre,’’ Manse-la., Clyde- 
sq., for which the architect is John Bolton (A), 
Swan’s-bldgs., Hamilton High-st., Greenock. 

Inverness-shire. —CC to erect, at Drummond-rd., 
an est. cost of £21,000, a new Hostel for boys. The 
Council A, Col. Alexander Cullen (F), County 
Offices, The Castle, Inverness. 

Kirkeudbrightshire.—Plans prepared and approved 
for 18 houses to be erected at the Dovecot housing 
site of Kirkcudbright, by James Laidlaw & Son, Ltd., 
=— Contracting Works, Rutherglen, Lanark- 
shire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for Victor F. Noel- 
Paton, ‘‘ Coulter MHouse,’’ Coulter, for several 
works and additions for which the architect is Mr. 
James S. Shannon, FRIBA, 45, High-st., Biggar. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and passed by Dean | 


of Guild Court for the erection by the Corporation 
of Hamilton of 100 houses at the Udston-Hillhouse 
housing site. The Council architect is George 
Allison, MIMCE, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for 58 houses to be 
erected as the 2nd Development of the Springboig 
housing district, Shettleston. The architect is Samuel 
MacColl (A), County bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 

est. 

Moray and Nairn.—Plans in the hands of The 
Northern Hospital Board for new maternity depart- 
ment to be erected at the Nairn general hospital. 

Rutherglen.—Plans prepared and approved for a 
number of new houses for the British Oil & Cake 
Mills, Ltd., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, which are to be 
erected at the South Cathkin Farm estate. The archi- 
tects are Crawford & Neil (A), 133, Cathcart-st., 
Cathcart-sq., Greenock. 

Stirling. —Plans prepared and approved for new 
scheme of houses for Stirlingshire which are to be 
erected at The Borestone site. The architect is J. 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston- Edinburgh. 

Stirlingshire.—CC. has had Hall prepared and 
approved for new buildings to be erected at Spittall- 
st., Stirling, for the Education department. The 
Council A is Alexander J. Smith (A), Old Infirmary: 
bldgs., Spittall-st., Stirling. 
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STEEL FORMS 





The Multiple System of Interlocking 
STEEL SHUTTERING 


for in-situ concrete construction 





ENORMOUS STRENGTH - LIGHT IN WEIGHT - NO LOOSE PARTS 


CAN BE USED HUNDREDS OF TIMES WITH CONSISTENT EFFICIENCY. 
GUARANTEED HAND RIVETED CONSTRUCTION THROUGHOUT. 





Patent No. 641953 


A SIMPLE CLAMP ENABLING THE USE OF STANDARD SCAFFOLD 
TUBE FOR ALIGNMENT OF SHUTTERING. 


A. A. BYRD AND CO.; LIMITED, 


210, Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, London, $.W.1, ‘Phone: SLOane 5236 (2 lines). ‘Grams: Byrdicom, Phone, London 
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RHODES LAST 


and ER Meys A LIFETIME 


THERE IS NO MORE DEPENDABLE OR EFFICIENT METHOD OF HANGING 
SASHES THAN BY USING RHODES’ SASH PULLEYS AND SASH _ CHAINS 
WHICH PROVIDE THE IDEAL COMBINATION FOR’ ELIMINATING ALL 
FUTURE MAINTENANCE COSTS, DAMAGE TO WOOD AND PAINT WORK, 
AND RISK OF PERSONAL INJURY THROUGH BREAKING SASH CORDS. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


BEACON HOUSE * KINGSWAY * LONDON, W.C.2 
Chancery 8135/6/7 *Rhodespaca’ London 











High-Class Joinery 
Flush Doors and 
Precision Woodwork 


R. CATTLE LIMITED 


(Established 70 years) 


1-5, Everitt Rd., Chase Rd., North Acton, N.W.10 


Telephone : ELGAR 5411 (4 lines) 




















— THE PATENT ROOF GLAZING 


x Our illustration features Glaslok 
Patent Glazing at the Lackenby 
Steel Works Project for Messrs. 
Dorman Long & Co. Ltd. 




















Proved in practice . 
Glaslok is the answer 
to good glazing. we 
your enquiry now ! 


At, acKen®Y gTEEL wor | 


THE GLASLOK PATENT ROOF GLAZING CO. LTD. 
MABGATE MILLS, LEEDS * Tel.: Leeds 2-5107 * Grams: Glaslok, Leeds, 9 
LONDON OFFICE: 3 Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.1. Phone: ABBey 5482 


QUICKER : BETTER - MORE EFFICIENT 
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FUTURE 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of. tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 5. 

*+Southampton CBC.—107 dwellings on various 

sites. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 9. 

*+Dorset CC.—Hostel for 90 students, Weymouth 
Training College. C. P. Brutton, Clerk, Dorchester. 
fenders by August 27. 

*+Stourport-on-Severn UDC. — 154 
Walshes Farm estate. Clerk. 

JULY 10. 

*tEssex CC.—Chipping Ongar Shelley estate county 
infants’ school. County A, Chelmsford. 5 

*tHerefordshire CC.—Workshop block, hose-drying 
tower and site works at new Fire Brigade HQ, St. 
Owen-st. Clerk of CC. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


August 11. 
*tSomerset EC.—Bridgwater (Hamp) secondary 
Chief Educ. Officer, Taunton. Dep. 


modern school. 
£2: 

*tWest Ham CBC.—Contract 215, 12 flats and 22 
maisonettes at Queens-rd., E13. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 12. 

*tBedfordshire Standing Joint Committee.—12 
police houses at Wickstead-ave., Luton. County A. 
*tEssex CC.—Schoolkeeper’s house at Hornchurch 
Brittons county secondary school. County A, Chelms- 


ford. 
JULY 13. 

*tNorfolk CC.—Extension and minor alteration at 
East Dereham police station; and Dersingham police 
station. Cousaty A, Norwich. Tenders by August 10. 

*tNorthamptonshire CC.—District nurse’s house at 
Burton Latimer. County A. 

JULY 14. 

*+tGloucestershire CC.—Secondary modern 
at Bitton. County A, Gloucester. Dep. £2 2s 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Villa for 40 patients, 
Brandesburton Hall Hospital, Brandesburton, Driffield. 
A to the Board, Park-par., Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 15. 

Ampthill UDC.—16 houses at Saunders Piece 
Allotments housing site. H. W. Thompson, architect, 
1, Woburn-st. Dep. £2 2s. : 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Eight shops and 12 maisonettes 
at Barholm-sq., Garthamlock. A and Planning Dept., 
20, Trongate, Glasgow, Cl. } 

*Harrow BC,—12 garages at Grove estate, Pinner. 
BE&S. Dep. £2. ; 

Newbury (Berks) TC.—{a) Conversion of Newbury 
House into 10 flats; (b) external decorating; (c) elec- 
trical installation. BS and WE. 

JULY 16. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—New X-ray depart- 
ment at Sunderland Children’s Hospital. R. Dobbin, 
tage Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle upon 

yne, 2. 

*tSherborne UDC.—Alterations and additions to 
nos. 1-6, Chrysanthemum-row, Newland, Sherborne. 
Petter, Warren & Roydon Cooper, FF.RIBA, The 


dwellings, 


school 


Old Oxford Inn, West Hendford, Yeovil. Dep. £2. 
Tenders by Angust 6. - 

*March UDC.—18 iiouses, "Badgeney-rd. Ww. S. 
Pickett, A&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Stanley City C.—20 houses at Bottomboat-rd. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 19. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne EC.—Alterations to Westgate 
Hill sec. mod. sch. City A, Education Section, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Nonsuch Park Joint Management Committee.— 
Conversion of part of Mansion House, Nonsuch Park, 
into two flats. Norman Auty, MInstCE, Town Hall, 
Epsom. Dep. £3 3s. 


Y 20. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—24 houses at the Kinson 
estate, contract no. RG24. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 21. 
Hambledon RDC.—14 houses at Clappers Meadow, 
Alfold. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Oldham CBC.—Aged persons’ hostels at Timeside 
housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 22. 

“Bournemouth CBC.—Contract A, Iddesleigh-rd., 
Bournemouth; contract B, transport depot at Christ- 
church-rd., Pokerdown; contract C, combined con- 
tracts A and B. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 

*tEastbourne CB.—(a) 16 flats and 2 shops, Lang- 
ley Village, and {b) 12 flats, junction Victoria-drive 
—_ Centgal-ave. BS, 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
each, 


*Sittingbourne and Milton UDC.—Five shops with 
10 maisonettes over, Canterbury-rd. estate. E&S. 


JULY 26. 
*Gillingham BC.—151 dwellings at Twydall Beedings 
estate. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 


*Macclesfield BC.—40 houses at Hurdsfield (scheme 
7H). Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Caretaker’s house at 
Rothwell secondary modern school. County A, 
Wakefield. Dep. £1 1s. 

JULY 28. 

*Wood Green BC.—21 flats and one house in two 
contracts. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. each set of documents. 
JULY 29. 

*tGlasgow Corpn.—Work in connection with 1,106 
houses, Castlemilk. A and Planning Dept., 20, Tron- 


gate, Cl. 
JULY 31. 

*Burma Union Government.—-Burma Pharma- 
ceutical Industry at Rangoon. Burmese Embassy, 19a, 
Charles-st., W1. 

NO DATE. 

*tBridlington BC.—30 houses on the West Hill 

estate. TC. Dep. £3 3s. 


Fort William TC.—16 houses at Claggan site, 
development no. 4. TC. 

*Midhurst RDC.—Six dwellings at Trotton; eight 
dwellings at Elsted: 12 dwellings at Cocking. Coun- 
cil’s A. Dep. £1 Is. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 9. 
_ *tNorthampton BC.—External repairs and redecora- 
sone at police HQ, Campbell-sq. Boro’ A. Dep. 


s 
JULY 14. 
.*Romford BC.—Electrical installation to 46 flats on 
4 eta and Rush Green-rd. sites. BE&S. Dep. 
Ss. 


JULY 24. 

*Essex CC.—Cleaning and repainting of 16 bridges 

in three groups. County S, Chelmsford. 
JULY 26. 

*East Riding of Yorkshire CC.—Development of 
playing fields for Driffield County Sec. Sch. County 
A, County Hall, Beverley. 

JULY 29. 

*East Riding of Yorkshire CC.—Demolition of exist- 
ing buildings, site clearance, fencing at proposed site 
of Hornsea County Sec. Sch. County A, County 
Hall, Beverley. Dep. £2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 9. 
*t+Stourport-on-Severn UDC.—Roads, sewers and 
services for 154 dwellings, Walshes Farm estate. 


Clerk. 
JULY 19. 

East Devon Water Board.—Awliscombe, Weston 
and Buckerell water supply. Rofe & Raffety, 3, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newcastle Emlyn RDC.—Laying 15} miles of 
asbestos cement pressure mains with fittings and the 
construction of a 5,000-gal. service tank. J. Owen 
Parry & Lewis, Ammanford. Dep. £3 3s. 
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JULY 27. 
*South Cambs. RDC.—Roads and sewers at Mel- 
bourn; road surfacing and fencing at Melbourn; and 


roads and sewers at West Wratling. Council A, 
Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 9. 


_Maldon RDC.—Southminster sewerage and sewage 
disposal. Lemon & Blizard, engineers, 59, Tufton-st., 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 

Maldon RDC.—Tollesbury sewerage and sewage 


disposal. Lemon & Blizard, engineers, 59, Tufton-st., 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 28. 


Hawarden RDC.—Contract No. 2, Queensferry and 
Sealand sewerage and sewage disposal. Elliott & 
Brown, engineers, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Notting- 
ham. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—FLats.—MH and LG have approved 
proposals for the proceeding by BC on the first stage 
of a programme providing for the erection of three- 
storey blocks of six flats on various small housing 
sites. 

Chelsea.—DEVELOPMENT.—A scheme has been sub- 
mitted for MBC’s consideration by Armstrong & 
MacManus, FF.RIBA, 10, Lower Grosvenor-pl., SW1, 
for the erection of a four-storey block of maisonettes 
at right-angles to King’s-rd. abutting Ann-la. The 
block will eventually contain 12 maisonettes, but at 
present there is sufficient space for only eight until 
MBC acquires the site of the Chelsea Housing Improve- 
ment Society’s Hubbard House. The estimated cost 
of the entire scheme is £21,168, including clearance 
costs. Hsg. Com. recommend approval of the scheme. 

Dagenham.—Hovuses.—Recommendations have been 
made by Hsg. Com. that plans for 10 houses proposed 
on Marks Gate Estate be approved in principle, and 
that BS be authorised to prepare detailed plans. 

Dagenham.—LaBorATORY EXTENSION.—IP consent 
has been granted to the extension of their laboratory 
at Freshwater-rd., Chadwell Heath, by Baird & Tatlock 
(London), Ltd. 

Dagenham.—Orrices.—Proposals by Briggs Motor 
Bodies, Ltd., for the erection of office accommodation, 
plant, engineering division, medical department, main- 
tenance stores, and construction of pleasure car wash 
down and car park at their Main Plant in Chequers- 
la., have been given planning consent. 

Dagenham.—CaNTEEN AND WorKSHOP.—The erection 
of a canteen, workshop and stores, lavatories, office 
and switch house on a new gravel site off Dagenham- 
rd., proposed by Peters & Barham, Ltd., has received 
TP permission. 

Dagenham.—Factory.—Proposals by C. Roberts & 
Co., Ltd., for the erection of a factory in Selinas- 
la. have been given TP consent. 

Hackney.—Primary ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. re- 
commend that proposals by the managers of the South 
Hackney Parochial School for a new building on the 
site of the school be approved. They provide for the 
accommodation for 80 infants and 160 junior boys 
and girls at an estimated cost of £44,850. 

Islington.—CHILDREN’s Home.—A revised scheme 
for the erection of a house for nine children on the 
site of Nos. 15-19 (odd), Ardilaun-rd. is recommended 
for approval by LCC Children’s Com. The total esti- 
mated cost of the scheme is £7,513. 

Lewisham.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. recommend that 
the third stage of the development of the Ladywell 
Park housing scheme be carried out by the erection of 
35 flats fronting on to Hither Green-la., and revised 
detailed plans have been prepared. yas 

Lewisham.—SiTtE AcQuISITION.—The acquisition by 
MBC of the following sites for housing purposes is 
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37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 





recommended by Hsg. Com.: Nos. 4, 6, 8, 18 and 20, 
St. Margaret’s-passage, and No. 1, Fludyer-st. (form- 
ing part of. Lee Church-st. clearance area); Nos. 14, 
13, 15 and 17, Dalmain-rd.; Nos. 1 and 3, Champion- 
rd.; and Nos. 243 (part), 247, 251 and 255, Baring-rd. 

Lewisham.—Primary ScHoo..—A scheme has been 
approved by LCC Ed. Com. for the erection of a 
county primary school for 320 junior boys and girls 
and 160 infants at Sydenham Hill. The buildings will 
be constructed in both load-bearing brick cross walls 
and steel frames, and the external walls will consist 
of glazed timber frames with solid panels behind 
glass where required. The estimated cost is £92,225. 

St. Marylebone.—F.iats.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that, subject to receipt of loan sanction, BC approve 
the revised drawings prepared by Welch and Lander, 
FF.RIBA, 38, Gloucester-pl., for the erection of flats, 
on the site of Nos. 147-149, Gloucester-pl., NW1. 

Shoreditch. — DEVELOPMENT. — Hsg. Com. have 
agreed to the development of the area bounded by 
Wenlock-st. on the north, Cropley-st. on the east, 
Herbert-gr. on the south and Bletchley-st. on the west, 
on the Wenlock Barn Estate, being included in the 
1954 programme. This land is already in the possession 
of MBC. 

Shoreditch.—Scuoot Srrz.—The erection of a new 
building in the educational building programme for 
1956-57, to form the first stage of the Shoreditch 
comprehensive school, is proposed by LCC Ed. Com., 
who recommend that C acquire for this purpose a 
site in Redvers-st.,. Retford-st., Falkirk-st., Hoxton- 
st., and McGrath-pl., at an estimated cost of £22,500. 

Wandsworth.—Primary ScHoot.—LCC Ed: Com. 
recommend the acquisition of a site of over two acres 
in King’s-ave., at an estimated cost of £18,000, for the 
erection of a county primary school for 600 infants 
and juniors in the Bonneville area. It is hoped to 
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start building the new school as part of the educa- 
tional building programme for 1955-56. 
Westminster.—Pusiic Housrt.—Hsg Com. recom- 
mend that the site of the ‘‘ Stanley Arms ’’ PH, 40, 
Westmoreland-terr., junction of Lupus-st., be leased 
to Watney, Combe, Reid & Co., Ltd., Stag Brewery, 
SW1, for the erection of a new PH. 
Westminster.—REvISED Layout.—Revised proposals 
for the layout of section 3 of Churchill-gdns. have 
been submitted by Powell & Moya, AA.RIBA, 36, Gt. 
Smith-st, SW1. These provide for the incorporation of 
a nursery school in block No. 33 and two doctors’ 
surgeries and public conveniences in block 38. Instead 
of rebuilding the ‘‘ King William IV’’ PH, 110 
Grosvenor-rd. (section 3) on a site reserved in section 2 
the existing building will be retained and the estate 
planned to provide a site facing Grosvenor-rd. The 
** Balmoral Castle’? PH _ building, 1, Antrobus-st., 
will be retained until 1964, when a site will be incor- 
porated in the housing estate. A larger proportion of 
smaller flats has been planned for section 3, and the 
accommodation will now be as follows: Section 1, 495 
flats; section 2, 558 flats and 28 terrace houses; 
section 3, 344 flats; and section 4, 1,397 flats and 28 
terrace houses. Hsg. Com. recommend approval of 
these proposals, and also of the appointment of Scott 
& Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Partners, 47, Victoria-st., 
SWI, as consulting engineers for section 3 of Churchill- 


gdns. 

Wimbledon.—BunGALows.—BC propose to erect six 
bungalows for elderly persons on site at rear of Eagle- 
o., High-st. 

Wimbledon.—BunGcALows.—BS has prepared plans 
for erection of 16 bungalows for elderly persons on 
Queensmere-rd. housing estate. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Amble.—UDC offered to sell site on Links estate 
to Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The Brewery, 
Sunderland, for licensed premises. 

Barnsley.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new 
operating theatre at St. Helen Hospital. 

Belfast.—The Hughes Tool Co., of Houston, Texas, 
are to establish factory in Belfast. Company allocated 
one of the Government-built factories at Castlereagh, 
near the capital. The factory is nearing completion 
and covers area of over 86,000 sq. ft., and company 
plans to build up unit over three years to employ at 
least 450 workers. 

Belford.—RDC to erect 23 houses, and tenders to 
be obtained. S, W. R. Kirk, High-st., Belford. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC to prepare plans for 76 houses, 
18 one-bedroomed flats, two blocks of three-storey 
flats and aged persons’ bungalows at Broad-st., Side- 
moor. 

Caernarvon.—CC to apply to MH. and LG for con- 
sent to borrow £31,900 to make Plas Maesincla into 
home for aged with accommodation for 40 residents. 

Carnforth.—UDC propose 28 flats and two bunga- 
lows at Highfield-rd. 

Chester.—Consent received by City C for borrowing 
of £176,634 for erection of 142 houses at Blacon. 

Chesterfield.—Chas. Mason & Co., New Beetwell- 
st., propose new offices, warehouse and garage at 
Sheffield-rd. Plans by A. L. Heath, Crompton Chbrs., 
BDale-rd., Matlock. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC to erect 28 houses at Cross- 
st., Sacriston.—It is also proposed to develop land 
for housing purposes at Nettlesworth. F. Bowman, 
Estate Office, Birtley, Council’s A. 

Douglas (Isle of Man).—BC to invite tenders for 10 
bungalows at southside of Baldwin-rd., Willaston 
estate. 

Durham.—CC to proceed with building of new fire 
stn. at Bishop Auckland. Arcl¥tect, G. R. Clayton, 
Cty. A, Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—City C to erect six houses at Gilesgate, 
to plans by City E, Town Hall, Durham. 

Easington (Durham).—MH&LG to hold an inquiry 
into RDC’s £76,000 plan for erection of pavilion at 
Crimdon. Council’s S, R. R. Lumsden. 

Eeremont.—Ennerdale RDC to prepare plans for 
modernisation of slaughter-houses. 

Eston.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 23, 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, resubmitted plans to UDC 
for cinema with 983 seats in Bolckow-rd., Grange- 
town, for Mr. P. Lanny.—Robert Guy, Ltd., builders, 
Redcar, to erect houses on west side of Normanby-rd. 
—UDC considering scheme for construction of bridge 
“a a end of Lorne-ter., South Bank, cost about 

oi A —An inquiry will be held on July 13 by 
MH&LG into UDC’s plan to clear slum areas at Cox- 
lodge and in Ash-st., Gosforth. 

Harrogate.—BC to consider scheme for erection of 
five-storey hall adjoining Royal. Hall, £140,000 est. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC seek permission to erect 
72 houses and flats on Monkton-la. No. 1 housing 
scheme.—Council expected to build between 700 and 
800 houses in adjoining Boldon area. R. C. Bestow, S. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Church Commissioners to carry 
out industrial development of about 50 acres south of 
Bede trading estate, Jarrow. 

Lancs.—EC approved estimate of £48,769 for pro- 
posed Kirkby St. Joseph’s RC sch. 

Leeds.—TC approved layout for houses at Cow-cl. 
estate. 

Lianidloes.—TC to invite tenders for proposed new 
Smithfield Market.—Sandringham Leather Goods, 
Ltd., propose erection of factory at Van-rd. 

Manchester.—Erection of club pavilion at Mauldeth- 
ed. West and Chelsfield-gr., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, for 
Broughton Park Football Club. Architects, John E. 
Beardshaw & Partners, 186, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Maasfield.—BC approved 'plans for additional office 
block at Moor-la., for Thos. Cotton, Ltd. 


THE BUILDER 


Middlesbrough.—Corp. Hsg. Com. approved de- 
velopment plan by BE, J. A. Kenyon, which provides 
for 1,000 houses, two public-houses, shops and library, 
school and other amenities in Easterside-rd. area. Site 
works will begin in 1955, and house-building will 
commence later that year. 

Middlesbrough.—Corp. Cemeteries Com. confirmed 
proposal to build crematorium. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to build 40 houses at Park End 
later this year. Plans by BE, J. Kenyon. 

Morpeth.—RDC received approval "toe building of 
100 houses at Hadstone. Plans by J. R. Miles, S, 
Council Offices, Dacre House, Morpeth. : 

Newark.—TC approved layout for eight dwellings 
at Hatchets-la., 60 flats and maisonettes at Hawton- 
rd. estate and 20 houses at Gorse-rd., Jersey-st. and 
Eton-ave. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
£299,595 for pp ang of footpaths on Longbenton 
estate. P. Parr, City E 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—MH&LG approved in principle 
first stage of City C’s plan for new municipal offices, 
to cost over £1,600,000. First stage to cost about 
£461,000. City A, George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle.—City Council received Government 
approval to proceed with first two stages of proposed 
municipal buildings and town hall at Barras Bridge. 
First stages will consist of admin. offices., est. cost 

26,330. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- market, 
Newcastle. Z 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC reecived sanction for build- 
ing of two church schools, one C of E school and one 
RC school. Next year work can begin on Rutherford 
High School for Girls, cost £220,000, and Firfield 
School for Boys, cost £137,000. 

Nuneaton.—TC to prepare plans for construg¢tion of 
omnibus stn. 

Oldham.—BC propose erection of further nine 
houses at Laburnum-rd., Limeside estate. 

Penistone.—Sanger & Rothwell, Clegg-st., Oldham, 
architects for erection of crematorium. 

Preston.—TC approved further plans for modernisa- 
tion of Preston Dock, £50,000 est. 

Ripon.—BC to negotiate with A. Schofield (Builders), 
Ltd., St. Bedes, Hornsea, for 42 houses at Lead-la. 
estate. Architects, Anthony Steel & Owen, 89, Albion- 
st.. Leeds. 

Ripon (Yorks).—City E, P. H. Molyneux, to pre- 
pare plans for redevelopment of Allhallowgate and 
Finkle Street clearance area. 

Rocester (Derbys).— Governors of Abbotsholme sch. 
propose erection of new classroom block. 

Rochdale.—TP consent granted to erection of 
research laboratory at Royle-rd. for Dunlop Cotton 
Mills, Ltd. —BS to invite tenders for erection of ‘* new 
traditional ’’ type dwellings on Falinge Hill estate and 
to submit proposals for layout of Meadway estate. 

Rowley Regis.—TC propose 450 houses at Corn- 
greaves Hall estate. Site levelling works in progress. 

Rowley Regis.—Staffs CC propose erection of health 
centre on south side of Forge-la., Cradley Heath. 

Runcorn.—R propose erection of further 47 
houses at Cobbs Quarry estate, Appleton, nr. Warring- 
ton. 

Sandbach.—Murgatroyds Salt & Chemical Co., Ltd., 
propose extensions to works, est. cost £l14m. 

Scarborough.—Work to start shortly on £34,000 
entertainments pavilion to seat about 1,000 people, at 
Wallis’s Cayton Bay Holiday Camp, near Scarborough. 
Plans approved. 

Scarborough.—North Riding CC approved estimate 
£53,230 for erection of third sch. on Eastfield estate. 

Sheffield.—New branch library at Woodseats 
(£11,800). J. L. Womersley, City A. Ministry 
approval received. Tenders to be invited. 

Stockport.—BC have approved following plans:— 
Industrial building at Bramhall Moor-la., for Mirrlees, 
Bickerton & Day, Ltd.—Offices and lavatories at Bank- 
st., for Burke & Roberts, Ltd.—Filling stn. and motor 
service stn. at junction of Hall-st./Turncroft-la., for 
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H. E.. Harrison.—Four. shops with offices above ad- 
jacent to Super Cinema, Wellington-rd. South, for 
Stockport Palace, Ltd.—Crematorium at Willow-gr. 
omg o % South Reddish, for Willow-gr. Cemetery 
Co., 

= —Start made in clearing 13-acre site at 
Pallien Trading Estate for extensions to factory of 
Edison Swan Electric Co. 

Sunderland.—New Methodist Church proposed on 
site at junction Redcar-rd.-Ramsgate-rd. Project 
still in very early stages. Architects, S. W. Milburn 
& Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, Sunderland. —TC considering 
converting ‘*‘ The Oaks,’’ South Hylton, into resi- 
dential hostel for old people. Boro’ A, H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC plan erection of 120 
houses on Site No. 5 and 80 at Humphrey’s Field, 
Thornaby-rd. Council has own direct labour organi- 
sation. 

Tynemouth.—Hsg. Comm. recommend erection of 
houses and flats in Walton-ave., North Shields. 
Plans by BE, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 

Upholland.—UDC to submit plans and specifica- 
tions to Min. for erection of new council offices. 
Plans by S, J. T. Ivall. 

Upton-by-Chester.—PC Council (Rev. J. Wheldon 
Williams) propose extensions to church premises. 

Warrington.—Greenall Whitley & Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of distillery between Lushers-la. and 


China-la. Scheme at early stage. 
Whitehaven.—Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan 


conversion of Homewood House, Hensingham, into 
tuberculosis unit with 41 beds. Board’s Chief A, 
P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisiontlly accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeenshire.—Erection of 16 houses at Old 
Meldrum, for CC. Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works, *Black & Young, Ltd., 23, Merkland-pl., 
Aberdeen. Slating and allied works, *Leslie Gordon, 
Keithhill-rd., Inverness. Plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
ing and allied works, *C. S. Lang & Sons, Ltd., 20 
Commercial-rd., Ellon. Joinery, carpentry, iron- 
mongery and allied works, *MacRobb & Paterson, 
Ltd., Aberdeenshire. Plaster, lathing and allied works, 
*Henry Barlow, 11, Wellington-pl., Aberdeen. Paint- 
ing, decorating and allied works, *Lawrence Milne, 14, 
Commercial-rd., Ellon. 

Audenshaw.—Alterations to the Mechanics’ Arms, 
for Gartsides Brewery, Ltd.: *Vessey, Ltd., Stockport- 
td., Marple. 

Bacup.—_10 houses at Mettle Cote estate, for BC: 
*Direct Labour, £14,460. 

Barnard Castle.—Erection of 12 aged persons’ houses 
at Staindrop, for RDC. Architect, J. Lawton, 45, 
Galgate, Barnard Castle: *R. C. Williamson (Durham), 
Ltd., Station Works, Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Erection of new butcher’s and 
grocer’s shops at Middlefield Barrow, for Barrow Co- 
operative Soc., Ltd.: *John Leck & Son (Barrow), 
Ltd., Ironworks-rd., Barrow. 

Battle.—Erection of 18 houses and 12 flats at 
Heathfield-gdns., Bishops-la., Robertsbridge, for RDC. 
A. H. Neave (F.), Council’s A, 38, Mount-st., Battle. 
Quantities by McConville Fraser & Symonds: *Wm. 
Ellis (Etchingham), Ltd., Etchingham, Sussex. 

Brighton.—Work for *TC:—Erection of factory to 
be leased to New Welbeck, Ltd., and R. J. Adcock & 
Co., Ltd.: *A. Cruttenden & Sons, Ltd., 60a, Beacons- 
field-rd., Brighton, £43,358; erection of factory at 
Hollingbury light industrial area, to be leased to Henry 
Clark & Sons, Ltd.: *Jeffery & Sons (Hove), .Ltd., 
206, Portland-rd., Hove 3, £69,720; erection of new 
farm buildings at Patcham Court Farm: *A. C. Jen- 
enue” Barn Garage, Ladies’ Mile-rd., Brighton 6, 


Carlisle—Work for CB:—80 houses at Harraby 
Carlisle: *Direct Labour, £103,213; 10 houses at Harra- 
by, Carlisle: *H. V. England, Carlisle, £12,555; recon- 
struction of Willow Holme sewage works: *John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £39,353. 

Carlis!e.—Extensions to offices at Warwick-rd., for 
General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Co., Itd.: 





*A. S. Dixon, Ltd., 83, Lowthersst., Carlisle. 
Chelsea.—Erection of the new “ Riley Arms ”’ Pub- 
lic House, King’s-rd. 
W. Loweth and Sons, Ltd. .. ne .. £24,912 
J. Jarvis and Son, Ltd. ‘S see «> 24,763 : 
Holliday and Greenwood 24,442 
Humphreys, Ltd. ae ae 24,164 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd. 22.953 
— oe Willett, Ltd. 22,820 
H. Gaze and Sons, Ltd. 21,543 


pS ancl houses at Sawpit Green, Addlestone, 
for UDC. W. V. Davies, FRICS, MIMunE, E&S. 
Quantities by E. C. Harris & Partners, Ltd.: *John 
Farmer (Builders), Ltd., Sunbury-on-Thames, £43,719. 

Chislehurst and Sidcup.—30 flats and eight flats, 
Main-rd., St. Paul’s Cray, for UDC. Architects, Ley, 
Les W. & Partners, 51, Bishopsgate, London, EC2. 


E&S Farrow, BSc, AMICE, MIMunE, ‘Manor 
House, The Green, Sidcup. Quantities by A. W. 
West, FRICS. FIAS, MRSanI, Clarence House, 


Arthur-st., London mg EC4:— 

Halse & Sons, Ltd., SE18 .. £71,000 
A. J. Davies Builders), Ltd., SEIS . .. 70,900 
Marsden (Kent), Ltd., Bromley, Kent 68,775 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd., SE2: 67,907 
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M. J. Deane & Co., Ltd., SEI8_... 67,800 
Ridgeway Contractors, Ltd., Orpington, Kent 67,671 
J. J. Jagger & Co., Sidcup, Kent .. 64,881 
J. Lawson & Co., eg _o ny. 64,816 


C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., SEL .. 
Drury & Co., Ltd., SES 


Galbraith Bros. zs Ltd., Crayford, Kent . 63,195 
North Kent Construction Co., Ltd., t/a 

David Jones, Orpington, Kent - 62,958 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd., SE22 62,573 
W. J. Eaglen, Ltd., SE9 61,145 
Hawker-Smith, Ltd., Erith, Kent -. 60,754 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham, Kent .. 60,313 


*Eltham Construction Co., Ltd., “ Atherstone 

House, Station-rd., Sidcup 56,604 

Cockermouth .—Work has started on the construc- 
tion of an outpatients’ dept. at Cockermouth Cottage 
Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Gordon 
Durham & Co., Station-rd., Workington. 

Derby.—Erection of Markeaton Crematorium, for 
oP ae & Weston, Ltd., Osmaston-rd., Derby, 
Jt,ted. 

Dewsbury.—Six houses at Church-la. and School-la., 
for BC: Fell Construction Co., Ltd., 20a, Lawefield- 
la., Wakefield. 150 ‘‘ No Fines’’ houses at Over- 
yo site; *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£202,853. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared for the erection 
of 56 kouses at a Dumbarton-Bellamyre site: *Black- 
a (Dumbarton), Ltd., Vale of Leven, Dumbarton- 

ire 

Durham.—Supply of aluminium components in con- 
nection with the erection of a sch. at Peterlee North 
West Quadrant, for CC. Cty. A, R. Clayton, 
Court-ea., Durham: *Bristol Aeroplane Ce., Etd., 
Bristol, £64,458. 

Durham.—Erection of a new sch. at Tow Law, for 
CC: *R. C. Williamson & Son, Rowlands Gill, Co. 
Durham. 

Durham.—Erection of a new sch. at Consett, for 
CC: *R. Gallacher & Son, Cemetery-rd., Blackhill, 
Consett. 

Easington.—Erection of 30 s-d houses at Mount 
sasant, New Seaham: *John Clark & Son, New 

m 


East | Kilbride. 








Erection of the Platthorn sec. 
Catholic sch., for Lanarkshire Corporation. William 
Watt (F.), architect, County Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. Excavator, reinforced and allied 





works, *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 2,275. 
Hendon-rd., Mount Vernon, Glasgow, £47,845 
(revised tender). 

Edinburgh. —Erection of a 10-storey modified 


‘* point-block ” type of design containing 60 houses, 
for a site at Spey-st., off Leith-walk, for Corp.: 
*Scottish Construction Co., Ltd. 

Eston.—Erection of 46 houses near Redcar-rd. East, 
for UDC. Surveyor, N. C. Harrison: *G. H. Rogers, 
North-rd., Middlesbrough, £60,760. 

Eston.—Erection of four shops and flats: in Dafton- 
rd., Grangetown, for UDC. Surveyor, N. C. Harri- 
son, Normanby-rd., South Bank-on-Tees: *Skeene & 
Keclan, King-st., Thornaby-on-Tees, £13,466. 

Gateshead.—Work is in hand on factory additions 
in Kyle-rd., for Dandy Confectionery Co., Ltd.: 
*Bewley & Scott, Ltd., Dunston- on-Tyne. 

Gateshead. —Additions to stores in High-st., for G. 
Wilkes & Son, house furnishers. Architects, Arthur 
& Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead: *Buildex, 
Ltd., Oxford-ter., Gateshead. 

Golborne.—50 houses at Newchurch-la., Culceth, 
for UDC: *J. Aldred, 157 Chapel-st., Leigh, £62,976. 

Great Budworth (Cheshire).—Restoration of the 
Parish Church: *L. Brown & Son, Wilmslow. 

Lewisham.—Erection of four flats on the site of 
No. 80, Kilmorie-rd., for BC:— 


Jones & Feasey, Ltd. .. £10,050 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. = . 9,860 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. 9,650 
R. J. Adams, Ltd. 9,543 
J. W. Heath & Sons oa Ks os 95286 
Henry Kent (Builders), tds’. ee as, “Seamae 

S. Alderton & Co., Ltd. .. “ss -. 9,099 
H. Foord & Son, Ltd. e = «« - S93 
tHotson Bros., Ltd. 8,832 


Lewisham.—Erection of a block of six flats on the 


sites of Nos. 38 and 40, Burnt Ash-rd., for BC:— 

Halse & Sons, Ltd. - e+ £53,580 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. .. ia .. 3,516 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. we - .. 13,519 
Blackmore & Son, Ltd. .. Bor 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 13,235 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. 13,210 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 12,955 
William Harbrow, Ltd. 12,819 
Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. 12,656 
C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. 12,656 
H.M.B. (Constructions), Ltd. 12,569 


iS. G. & A. Agombar . (revised figure) 12,118 
Lewisham.—Erection of six houses on the sites of 
on 194 and 196 and 202 to 208, Grierson-rd., for 


C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. .. £14,247 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. . 14,175 
Jones & Feasey, Ltd. . 13,800 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 13,343 
Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. 13,190 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. 13,058 
M. }. Deane & Co., Ltd. 13,000 
William Harbrow, Ltd. se x 12,608 
H.M.B. (Constructions), Ltd. a .. 12,479 
H. Foord & Son, Ltd. . (revised figure) 12,479 


tHotson Bros., Ltd. 12,462 
Leyland.—54 dwellings on Wade Hall estate, for 
UDC. E&s.: *Ray & Partners, Ltd., Guardian Assur- 
ance-bldgs., Cross-st. Manchester, £70, 456. 
Loftus. —Erection of 44 flats and bungalows on the 


THE BUILDER 


Cowscote Hall estate, for UDC. Architect, C. D. 
Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby: *Laws & Hardy, 
Loftus (12 flats); *F. J. Willis & Song, Hinderwell (12 
flats and two bungalows): *E. Harker & Sons, Brotton 
(eight houses and two bungalows); *G. Hebditch, 
Loftus (eight bungalows). 

€London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. 

Culdrose: Steel buildings, A. & J. Main & Co., 
Ltd., Vincent House, Vincent-sq., London, SWI. 
Culham: Internal repainting of hangers, T. H. 
Kenyon, Chancellors Works, Croxley-rd., London, 
Ww9. Portsdown Hill: Installation of earth mat, 
Southern Counties Construction Co., Ltd., 204, 
London-rd., Waterlooville, Portsmouth, Hants. 
Southampton: Reconstruction of timber pier, Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., Magazine-la., 
Marchwood, Southampton, Hants. Donibristle: Test 
hoyse, W. & J. R. Watson, Ltd., 81, Great Kings- 
st., Edinburgh, 3, Devonport: Extension to work- 


shop, Wakeham Bros., Ltd., Knighton-rd., Ply- 
mouth 
Risley: Waterproofing roofs, Berry, Wiggins & Co., 


Ltd., Field House, Breams-bldgs., Fetter-la., EC4. 
RN Air Station, Stretton: Resheeting and internal re- 
lining of hangar, J. R. Ashall, Ltd., Greenway, Man- 
chester-rd., Paddington, Warrington: airfield drainage, 
Harry Fairclough, Ltd., Howley, Warrington. Gos- 
port: Excavations and concrete blinding, Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith, London, W6. 
Harwich: Boiler and pump houses and laying of steel 
pipes and fittings, etc., W. & C. French, Ltd., Buck- 
hurst Hill, Essex. 

LCC.—Erection of a new weights and measures office 
at Harper-rd.,- Southwark, to replace premises 
demolished by enemy action during the war. 


Woodcock Bros. a Ltd., 
Wimbledon ay - .. £52,870 
Haward & Co., Westminster .. . 48,500 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 48,320 
Douglas Grant & Partners, Finsbury 48,193 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 47,198 
Chas. S. Foster & Sons, Ltd., Loughton .. 47,185 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark .. 46,535 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 46,257 
*Norman Sinclair, Ltd., Ealing 44,824 


The architect’s ‘comparable pe is "£46, 440. 
LCC.—Construction of pile and beam foundations 
to blocks 1 to 6 on the Daley-st. site, Hackney. 


The Cementation Co., Ltd., Westminster .. £34,655 
Simplex Concrete Piles, Ltd., Kensington .. 27,535 
The Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), Ltd., 
Camberwell a a os 6 .. 26,046 
The Franki. Compressed Pile Co., Ltd., 
Westminster ny .. 26,005 
*Soil Mechanics, Ltd., Westminster .. 24,850 


LCC.—Construction of blocks 2, 3 and 4 of flats 
and maisonettes and other work at Dorian estate, 
Stepney. 

Token Construction Co., Ltd., 


Westminster £76,484 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. 883 


Marylebone re 


Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 73,825 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley. .. 72,864 
A, F; Rowley (London), ‘Ltd., “Tottenham .: 72,842 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham .. 72,257 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury .. Pe oa <e Jas 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 71,829 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 70,815 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
_ there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 
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KING LTD., 
HERTS. 


’ Ltd., 784, Harrow-rd., 


39 


*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley . 69,420 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £71,224. 
LCC.—Construction of the pile and beam founda- 

tions required for five three-storey and two two-storey 

blocks of flats to be erected by the direct employ- 


ment of labour at the Downham estate extension, 
Lewisham. 
Concrete Piling, Ltd., Westminster .. . £25,958 
Soil Mechanics, Ltd., Chelsea cc oa 
The Cementation Co., Ltd., Westminster .. 25,100 
Simplex Concrete Piles, Ltd., Kensington .. 18,927 
The Franki Compressed Pile Co., Ltd., 
Westminster ie rid ia a .. 18,096 
*The Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), Ltd., 
Camberwell 18,083 


The director of “ housing’s comparable estimate is 
£19,000. 

LCC.—Construction of the superstructures of blocks 
3 and 4 of flats at Friary estate, Camberwell. 


Rice & Son, Ltd., Lambeth .. .. £140,126 
James Miller & Partners, Ltd., Westminster 139,162 
The Bunting Construction Co., td., 

Lambeth ee ; .. 138,655 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury — an 134,629 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. «ae 3aR5a 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 132,317 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam 131,653 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., “Tottenham... 131,444 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 128,619 
*The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham.. 125,989 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £129,960. 

LCC.—Erection of 59 houses of various types on 
six small sites on the Harold Hill estate, Essex. 
*W. & C. French, Ltd. (Under value-cost contract.) 

London (EC2).—Rebuilding of fire-damaged pre- 
mises at 63, Worship-st., EC2, for Fox Bros. Clothes, 
Ltd. The surveyors are *Cuth bert Lake, Ford & Clap- 
ham, F/FRICS, and thé quantity surveyors, Crosher & 
James, F/FRICS: *A. W. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., 4, 
Fenchurch-bldgs., London, EC3. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police. 

Erection of 20 maisonettes at East Acton-la., Acton, 
*H.T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., £51,667. Internal redecora- 
tions at Macready House, *J. Poore & Sons, £1,380. 
External painting and repairs at Barnet PS, *J. W. 
Cooper & Sons, £1,399. External painting and repairs 
at Plaistow PS, *Kind & Co., Ltd., £2,796. Improve- 
ments to water supply at No. 3 district sports club, 
*Kind & Co., Ltd., £1,381. External painting and 
part interior redecoration at Enfield married quarters, 
*Smith & Mills, Ltd., £801. External redecorations at 
Wandsworth PS. *Reynolds & Nicholls, £913. Con- 
struction of children’s lavatory, etc., at Sports Club, 
Hayes, *Pearce Bros. (Builders), Ltd., £817. 

{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW dur- 
ing week ended June 19: 

London: Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, WC2, 
repairs and decorations to Queen’s Bench Court No. 5, 
Higgs and Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth, 
rd., SW8. Banffshire: Braewynner, Nr. Keith, erection 
of post office, radio station, Alex. Hall and Son 
(Bldrs), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Northfield, Aberdeen. 
Caithness (Scotland): Olrig Hill, Nr, Thurso, erection 
of post office radio station, Alex. Hill and Son 
(Bidrs), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Northfield, Aberdeen. 
Thrumster, Nr. Wick. erection of post office, radio 
station, Alex. Hall and Sons (Bldrs), Ltd. Cumber- 
land: MOS, Wellbank Hostel, Bootle, conversions, 
John Leck and Son, Priory-rd., Ulverston, Lancs. 
Essex: 43, Clarence-ave., Ilford, erection of hutting, 
etc., Ford and Walton, Ltd., Walton House, Warton- 
rd., Stratford, E15. Lanarkshire: NAB, 3, Charles- 
st., Glasgow, adaptations, Walter Guthrie and Co., 


Ltd., 10, Vernon-st., Glasgow. Lancashire: PO Sav- 
ings Dept., Standard- bldg., Morecambe-rd., resurfac- 
ing of roofs, Permanite, Ltd., Stanley-st., Salford, 3. 


NAB Polish Housing Estate, Sick 
Quarters Site, Melton Mowbray, conversion scheme, 
Edwin Fox and Co., Ltd., 6, Evington-st., Leicester. 

Middlesex: TOB "Brockley Hill, Stanmore, altera- 
tions to spurs, 17-22, block B, Sheppard and Short, 
Wembley. Monmouthshire: 
erection of two canteens and a 
footbridge, Hinkins and Frewin, Ltd., High Cross, 
Rogerstone, Newport; MOH Hospital, Chepstow, 
alterations to operating theatre, Ward block and new 
covered way, Hinkins and Frewin, Ltd., High Cross, 
Rogerstone, Newport. Northumberland : Govern- 
ment-bldgs_, Kenton Bar, Newcastle-on-Tyne, internal 
redecoration and external painting, Thornfield and 
Co., Ltd., 18, Nixon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 2, 
Orkney (Scotland) : Wideford Hill, Orkney Islands, 
erection of post office radio station, Alex. Hall and 
Son (Bldrs), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Northfield, Aber- 
deen. Suffolk: Felixstowe Post Office, Hamilton-rd., 
extension of sorting office, Percy Chas. Plant and Co., 
Ltd., Bridge Works, Garrison-la., Felixstowe. Surrey: 
Standard- bldgs, Lynwood-rd., Thames Ditton, internal 
and external decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 
171, Graham-rd., London, SW19. Warwickshire: 
PO Suppiies, Fordrough- la., Birmingham, additional 
office accommodation blocks A and C, James Miller 
and Partners, Ltd., Spring Vale, Birmingham, 15; 
Rugby Radio Station, “BB” Site, gates and bridges, 
Bosworth and Wakeford, Ltd., Lawford-rd., Rugby; 
TOB. Ashley-st.. Birmingham, internal cleaning and 
painting, Fields. Ltd.. 234A, Soho-rd., Birmingham 21. 

{London (War Dept.). —Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended June 19:— 

Co. Durham: Miscellaneous, G. Stephenson 
(Builders and Contractors), Ltd., Bishop Auckland. 
Cumberland: Painting, Reid Bros., Carlisle. North- 
umberland: Road repairs, Constable Hart & Co., 
Ltd., Derby. Middlesex: Roadworks, Wm. F. Rees, 
Ltd., London, SW1. London: Installation of boiler 


Leicestershire : 


ROF, Glascoed, 
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equipment, Combustions, Ltd., Tolworth. Hampshire: 
Roadwork, James Geo. Tuxford, London, SE18, 
Devonshire: Building work, Pearn Bros,, Ltd., Ply- 
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Reroofing, Maurice Hill, Ltd., 
London, EC3. Gloucestershire: Repairs to steel 
doors, Eclair Doors, Ltd., Birmingham. Somerset- 
shire: Building work, H. Hoskings, — Taunton. 
Wiltshire: Roadwork, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., 
Richmond; Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W9. 

Manchester.—Erection of a new nursery sch. at 
Handforth, for the Royal Residential Schools for the 
Deaf: *Cooper Bros. & John Clayton, Ltd., Cathe- 
rine-st., Macclesfield. 

Market Harborough.—38/40 houses, for UDC. L. 
Rowen (A), 39, High-st. Lyndon Rowen, we coy 
Fredk. Lack, Ltd., Northampton .. 9,849 
+ a og & Barratt, Leicester tr 436 


mouth, Oxfordshire: 


G. French, Foxton, Market Harborough oy 150 
Bcd Potter, Ltd., Leicester Ba 2,691 
S. A. Potter, Leicester ; - 7 30" 898 
Drury & Co. E td., Wigston . 49,748 


*Browning Bros., Ltd., Humberstone, Main- 

st., Leicester . 47,498 

MCC.—Erection of the Hendon, Spur- rd. ‘proposed 
sec. mod. sch. {Thomas & Edge, Ltd., £191,565. 

Morpeth.—Work for RDC:—Six houses at  Widd- 
rington: *A R. Robertson & Co., East Park View, 
Blyth, £8,587. Four houses at Mitford: *Graham & 
Mansworth, Park-dr., Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£5,539. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of showrooms and 
garage at Gosforth, for St. Mary’s Motors, St. Mary’s- 


pl., Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & Sons, Mistletoe- rd., 
Newcastle. Steelwork: *J. W. Ellis & Co., Ltd., 
Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 12 flats in Tarset- 
st., for CC. City A, George Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *John Twiname, Ltd., 
Brigham, Cumberland, £16,747. 

Northumberland.—Work has started on the erection 
of pithead baths at Pegswood Colliery, for NCB. 
Plans by the NCB Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, 
Gosforth: *George Henderson, Moor-la., East Bol- 
don, C. Durham, £50,000. 

Nottingham.—Erection of four shops at Fernwood 
estate, for TC: *Hutchinson & Rostance, Ltd., 2, 
Kings Meadow-rd., Nottingham, £16,096. 

Rotherham.—Erection of a kitchen and dining-hall 
at girls’ high sch., Middle-la., for TC: *J. Dixon 
(Doncaster), Ltd., Doncaster. Extensions to factory 
at Fitzwilliam-rd., for Becker Electric Co., Ltd.: 
*Beeden, Ltd., Thrybergh, nr. Rotherham. 

Rugby.—Modernisation of Rugby sch., for the 
Governors: *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., James-st., 


Rugby, £250,000 approx. 
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Sheffield.——Following for Reg. Hospital Brd.:— 
Adaptations at Groenside Institution: *T. Roper & 
Sons, Ltd., Mowbray-st., Sheffield, £26,931. Adapta- 
tions to form a psychogeriatric unit at The Pastures: 


*Wm. Ford & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Summer 
Hill, Beckett Well-la., Derby, £19,994 New post 
operative ward unit at Beckett Hospital: *Hill & 


Roberts, Ltd., Parsonage-st., Sheffield, £16,933. 
Shoreditch.—Erection of 52 dwellings on the Eagle 
harf-rd. area. *Tersons, Ltd., £105,990. 
Shoreditch.—Erection of 22 dwellings on the 


Hoxton-st.-Fanshaw-st. site. tWalter Lawrence & 
Son, Ltd., £43,434. 

Sleagill (Westmorland).—Work has started on the 
erection of a chapel to accommodate 60 people. 
Architect, A. Knewstubb, St. Andrew’s-chbrs., Pen- 
rith: *R. E. Reay, Penrith. 

Standish.—Erection of 12 flats at Larkhill site, for 


Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, 
*J. W. Liptrot & 


UDC: *Unit 
Cheshire, £15,720. Eight houses: 
Co., Ltd., £13,922. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of transport depot in 
Boathouse-la., for the North-Eastern Electricity Brd. 
Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Howdon-on-Tyne. 

Sunderland.—Erection of new workshop and garage 
at the PO Engineering Depot, Charles-st.: *Robt. 
Hudson & Son, St. Mark’s-cres., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 98 houses at Ryhope, for 
RDC. Surveyor, C. Emmerson, 1, Esplanade, Sunder- 
land: *Direct Labour, £117,671. 

Tettenhall.—24 flats at Grange estate, for UDC. 
Quantities by Henry Vale & Sons, Wolverhampton. 
tJ. H. Vint & Son, 32, North-st., Wolverhampton. 

Ulverston.—71 houses at Croftlands Park site, for 

: *Baker & Foster, Ltd., Upper Brook-st., 
Ulverston, £105,000. 

Upavon.—General building work in excess of £500 
at the RAF Station, Upavon, Wilts: *Beric, Ltd., 
131, Bargates, Christchurch, Hants. 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of ice-rink at Hill Heads, 
for Durham Ice Rings, Ltd. Architect, Clarence 
Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. W. 
Ellis & Co., Ltd., 30, Great North-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Wimbledon.—External repairs 
houses on Lower-downs estate, for BC: 
Quinian, Balham, £1,304. 


and painting of 
*Mattock and 


Wimbledon.—Development of sites, 62-64, Wandle- . 


rd., and 6, 
of two flats: tA. J. Riggs, 
and £3,144 respectively. 

Workington.—Extensions to factory at Salterbeck, 
for Vale Carpet Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Wrexham.—38 houses at Henblas-rd. site, Rhostyl- 
len, for RDC: *E. W. Gittins & Sons, Ltd., Johns. 
town, Wrexham, £53,320. 


Landgrove-rd., by erection in each case 
Ltd., Wimbledon, £3,048 
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